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Welcome to our bumper Christmas
Edition - 76 pages of local content - only
our first under a new President, who as
a Galway girl has more reason perhaps
than others to remember fondly this
town and her engagement with it.
Whilst working in her early years in her
first chosen field of psychiatry, she was
introduced to a young Garbally teacher
from Clare and the rest, as reported by
national media, is history! Many a young
man in Ireland and elsewhere today has
good reason to be happy that they met
Brian McEnery as a teacher or youth leader
of the 80s and 90s in our community.

We wish them and their boys well in the
next seven years as our first family.

It was nice in a way to see the girl from
Shantalla appoint her first Minister as we
go to press - another girl from the West -
Hildegarde Naughton, whose uncle resides
locally and has a host of connections and
cousins in South Roscommon. Hopefully
that might help bring some progress on
what the staff and students of our principal
national school in the town centre have
been campaigning for over nearly 25
years!!

Frank Cluskey, the sage but very witty Dublin

Leader of the Labour Party, summed up
Charles J. Haughey's appointment of Gene
Fitzgerald as Minister for Finance in his
minority Government in 1980-81 with the
remark: “Jaysus, there's confidence for ya.”
Gene, for all the things he was good at,
did not have public sector economics
especially high on the list. I was reminded
of this when the Taoiseach appointed
Simon Harris TD as Minister for Finance
- a constitutional office. Paschal and
Michael McGrath were a double act who
learned their craft from the Noonan/
Howlin combination of the FG-Labour
Government post-crash.

I suspect very few of the “money mafia” or
the electorate would echo the late Cluskey’s
analysis of a man who did not even run the
school tuck shop, but we can be sure that
the Tanaiste, like C) before him, will not be
seeing any leadership assaults mounted
from the Department of Finance.

This magazine is a compendium of
primarily voluntary effort; its mandate is to
profile and promote the positive aspects of
ALL our community’s voluntary activities.
Every two years we pause and salute those
among us who give up the most valuable
thing they have to make living here more

tolerable, fun, engaging and sustainable.
The 2022 Census informs us that 14% of
the population - nearly 1.5 out of every
10 of us - volunteer. The largest numbers
are involved in sport, at almost 290,000
people or 6% of the population. The next
most common area was in the community,
followed by social and charitable
organisations.

I have no doubt from my observation
post here as Editor that our voluntary
efforts surpass the average. Thanks again
to the People of the Year Awards that
BACD run every two years — we stop and
acknowledge the work these often-unsung
heroes do for us all.

Well done to all the nominees and
those selected, but during the New Year
resolutions, try maybe to volunteer some
time, some new hours
a week, to the very
many groups who do
sterling work for us all.
Beannachtal na
Nollag agus gach rath
don Athbhliain.
Colm Croffy,
Editor.
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I have visited many towns and villages across our island over
the last 12 months and am surprised at the volume of work done
by County Councils all over the country in providing amenity
facilities for residents to enjoy.

Ballinasloe is crying out for investment in our own local, unique
natural feature, which is the River Suck.

Funds are still “resting in the County Council’s bank account”,
a sum in excess of €10,000,000 taken over from the coffers of
Ballinasloe Urban District Council over 10 years ago. A portion
of this is earmarked for the provision of a new road at the rear
of Main Street/Society Street and it has formed part of the Local
Area Plan for the last 15 years, but nothing whatsoever has been
done to move on this. The rest is on standby for remedial work on
the old town dump, but this will never cost this level of funding,
so we, the people of Ballinasloe, need to see a formidable plan
for the use of this money as the Local Area Plan comes under
review in the next few months.

I do acknowledge we have a large area close to the river classified

as a floodplain, and building cannot take place there. However,
there is nothing to stop investment in boardwalks, jetties and
slipways onto the river right around the town, most particularly
in the areas at the rear of Main Street and from the Marina down
to the lock, which would link in with the proposed cycleway. Why
this cycleway cannot be progressed from Athlone’s newly built
bridge for same to Ballinasloe needs serious questioning, as
most of the land involved is owned by the State to build on.

This is one of the many areas that needs to be focused on prior
to the sign-off of a new Local Area Plan, as
the opportunity will not arise for another five
years unless we get commitments now.

On a more festive note, I wish all our readers
all over the world a very Happy Christmas and
a Prosperous 2026.

Seamus Duffy,

Chairman Ballinasloe Area Community
Development Clg.
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Cllr Harney Praises Progress on PUH Services

By Colm Croffy

Cllr Alan Harney was pleased with the progress made on
reforms at Portiuncula University Hospital. He noted that,
of the reviews completed so far, an average of 78% of the
recommended actions have been implemented. “That is good
progress in a short space of time. However, we do need to see
the completion of the remaining points,” he states.

Cllr Harney added: “I have long been pushing for an increased
number of consultant obstetricians at the hospital. It was
identified in the 2018 Walker Report... we are now seeing
progress... the current numbers are 6.5 posts, with another 0.5
post being recruited. This will bring the consultant numbers to
7, which is a really necessary level to ensure appropriate cover
at all times.”

The hospital has also been surveyed for mobile phone coverage
and a business case submitted for funding, while a feasibility
study will take place on another key recommendation, that of

Galway County Council’s Local Enhancement Programme for
2025 provided capital funding for the recent purchase and
laying of tar macadam at the front of St Catherine’s Hall in
Aughrim. The hall is widely used by a range of community
groups: activities include pre-school and after-school clubs,
concerts and jive classes, amongst others. The work was
undertaken to improve access to the hall for all users of the
facility.

The grant of €5,000 was secured with the support of Councillor
Alan Harney, who made representations to Galway County
Council on behalf of St Catherine’s Hall Committee. Following
the drawing down of the grant, the committee appointed M & J
Flynn Contractors from Athlone to provide a safe, functional and
aesthetically pleasing surface to enable all users to safely access
the hall. In addition, M &J Flynn donated 50% of the cost of car
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building a theatre next to the labour ward. “Both are capital
projects which should be approved without delay,” Clir Harney
added. A minor procedures room has also been upgraded
to provide additional theatre capacity, while a new maternity
outpatient department is due to open in Brackernagh early next
year.

Cllr Harney continued: “It is so important that we see a full
restoration of services so that women right across this region
have timely access to maternity services. I will continue to
advocate for this until such time as we get the service to where
it needs to be. I am also calling on the HSE to work to restore
public confidence in the service.”

He concluded: “I want to pay tribute to the staff in the hospital,
who have been working under incredibly difficult circumstances
in recent months.”

park space lining, for
which St Catherine’s
Hall Committee is
very grateful.

The committee are
very pleased with
the results and, at
its recent AGM, the
Chairperson of the
committee proposed
a vote of thanks

_-m
ST. CATHERINES HALL
=
to both  Galway

.
County Council and

Councillor Alan Harney for their support in this regard. The vote
was agreed by all present.
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By Colm Croffy

Town Centre First Plan Being Finalised

At Work is progressing well

: on the Town Centre First
Plan, which will set out
| a vision for the town'’s
\'| future and identify
projects suitable for
funding over the coming
years. The plan is
being developed by the
Ballinasloe Town Team,
in consultation with the
community and with
support from Galway
County Council and The
Paul Hogarth Company.

The drop-in consultation event for
the plan in St Michael's Square

In May 2025, the Draft
Town Centre First Plan was shared with the public for feedback,
culminating in a well-attended drop-in event in St Michael's
Square.

The draft plan’s vision is that: “Ballinasloe
embraces its distinctive character and
heritage, as a welcoming, safe, and vibrant
place for everyone.” To achieve this, the
plan identifies seven key projects: The Fair
Green, River Suck, The Square, Ballinasloe
Stories, Vacant Buildings, Healthy Streets,
and Town Centre Neighbourhood
Development.

HOW WOULD YOO RAT
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An impressive 368 consultation responses
were received, with 91% of respondents
supportive of the draft plan and 82%

agreeing with its overarching vision. All
proposed projects scored well, with the

most popular being efforts to address =
vacant buildings, improve the Fair Green

WACANT
BUILDINGS

HEALTHY
ETREETS

TOWH CENTRE
HEIGHRQURHOOD

access to the River Suck. The survey also generated a wealth of
ideas and suggestions, which the Town Team has been carefully
reviewing and integrating where possible. This feedback is vital
in ensuring the final plan reflects the priorities of local people.

More recently the consultation results were presented to
the elected members of the town's Municipal District, who
congratulated all involved. Work is now focused on finalising the
plan and preparing a short film to communicate its proposals to
key audiences, including potential funding bodies.

Once complete, a prioritisation process will identify which
projects should proceed first for funding applications. Each will
then follow its own public engagement and planning approval
stages before delivery.

The Ballinasloe Town Team extends sincere thanks to everyone
who participated in the consultation and contributed ideas for
this exciting initiative. The team looks forward to sharing the
final Town Centre First Plan with the community in the near
future.
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A table showing how different projects in the plan were ranked
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Parsons Seeks More Resources for Town

By Colm Croffy

Clir Dr Evelyn Parsons has
intensified calls for decisive action
. from Galway County Council as
several projects important to
Ballinasloe advance but remain
vulnerable to delays due to
staffing shortages and capacity
issues.

A number of community projects
funded through applications she
worked on are progressing through
design and re-tendering. “I'm pleased
to see progress on these projects,”
Cllr Parsons said. These schemes
include a €50,000 Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) feasibility study; €100,000 for
playground upgrades; and €125,000 for upgrades to the public toilets
in St Michael's Square. “Together [these projects] amount to €275,000
in investment... these improvements are long overdue and now need
to move through delivery without further drift,” Clir Parsons added.

ClIr Dr Evelyn Parsons at the
library at the launch of the
consultation on a historic Town

Trail heritage walk recently.

A central issue she has raised with Galway County Council is the
shortage of engineering and technical staff assigned to the town and
also across the county. Posts remain unfilled or temporary, placing
pressure on existing personnel. The shortage may slow work on road
safety, capital projects and public amenities.

“Ballinasloe is in danger of being held back by significant staffing
gaps,” ClIr Parsons said. “Key projects cannot progress at the pace
required without adequate engineers and support staff. Filling these
posts and resourcing the district properly must now be treated as a
priority.”

Clir Parsons has requested that the Council's Project Office take a
direct role in advancing several major initiatives, including the Swim &
Linear Park feasibility study and also the Townparks Relief Road. She
has highlighted that these projects require specialist coordination
and master planning. She also noted that the Townparks Relief Road
project must be progressed to planning stage. “This major project

represents a county commitment now and should not rest solely on
overstretched area engineering teams,” she said.

Anti-social Behaviour a Focus

Community safety remains a strong focus for Cllr Parsons, and she
has engaged with senior management at Galway County Council on
anti-social behaviour issues.

She is also focused on repeated incidents of anti-social behaviour at
Dunlo Track, which have affected regular users and led to property
damage. She has called for increased security hours, greater staffing
presence, acceleration of CCTV installation, and she has submitted
a pre-budget case for additional funding to protect this important
public amenity and ensure it remains safe and accessible. The Local
Safety Partnership Task Force is due to commence soon, and she will
continue to push for coordinated action to address persistent issues.

Increased Funding Calls

At County Council level, Clr Parsons has tabled a Notice of Motion
requesting a full written update on the Ballinasloe Landfill
Remediation Fund, including its current balance and ring-fenced
financial commitments to the Townparks Relief Road scheme and
Townparks amenities. The councillor has also called for reserves that
can be used as match funding for major regeneration applications
such as the Rural Regeneration Development Fund or Urban
Regeneration Development Fund.

While welcoming the additional €10 million provided in Galway County
Council's budget, ClIr Parsons noted that the resources needed across
the county remain substantial and that strategic investment must be
directed to where communities are experiencing pressure. She added
that the town deserves to see significant development progress and an
ability to harness opportunities arising for community development
on the St Brigid's Hospital site, including the possibility of a domestic
violence refuge there.

Housing representations, health, and pedestrian and road safety
issues - including funding support for safety at the Creagh Junction -
are priority issues for the Cllr at this time.
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36 Months Of Bad Luck Or Poor Policy?

| LOCAL NEWS

By Colm Croffy

In the region of €26 million of Central Exchequer Funding,
principally through Thrive, & Urban Village Renewal - from
Ministerial announcements and local Media reports in the last
three years, has been funnelled across 8 principal towns of
Galway County.

The table indicating what desk research can show -means that
this town is only on the grid for a Town Centre First Study - in the
order of some €130,000!!

The official line appears to be that our town cannot make
application to these National Funding schemes until such time
as the Town Centre First Study reports ; not for the community
but for the town centre - 3km from St. Michael's Spire (which
oddly therefore removes the St. Brigids campus and the Garbally
Mansion and lands offered at a pepper corn price some 30
months ago to the County Council for €1 sale ).

Since the first two editions of the Rural Economic Development
Scheme in 2015, 2016 (the fore runner to Rural & Urban Renewal
schemes) no Community can apply on their own, without being
endorsed by the County Council first.

BACD were successful in 2015, came up short on points in 2016
and then in a joint bid in 2017 failed on a technicality for funds,
then REDZ was mothballed. These applications were made on
the back of Town Team Benchmarking Survey and Action plan
undertaken by Action For Market Towns UK, funded by a grant of
€3,500 from the local Credit Union Social Fund and €3,000 from
Galway County Council.

The Town Action plan cost €12,000 launched in 2015 - as a
blueprint for progress and projects for development as identified
by stakeholders and community for the next decade.

Interestingly across the island the cost of these “approved “action
plans are now typically in the region of €140,000 on average!

It was launched to great fanfare in 2015. None of the other
towns have had such, bottom-up community led focus on their
future needs and capability but seemingly this is not what the
policy is about rewarding.

Since 1999 a thriving Social Services Centre, an employment
supporting Enterprise and Technology Centre, A wonderful
Town Hall Theatre and our newest Hub, have all been developed
by locals.

There are no Galway County Council Staff Officers managing
any of this infrastructure - it' s all Not for Profit Companies,
Volunteers and some key staff doing the heavy lifting.

Contrast this with the new facilities being developed for all
these other fine towns - they are to be funded lavishly by State
Schemes and then resourced by the County Council.

The new Joint Enterprise Hub and Performance Arts Spaces of
Loughrea Town Hall and Portumna Courthouse which cost nearly
€7 m to develop; have a full-time manager from the Council.

Isthere any explanation as to why in the last decade our collective
ability to secure grant aid has been so overlooked or might it be
just that our development needs can; like a new National School
- promised now some 25 years, can just be long fingered?

2023 - 2025

Approx Total Thrive
and Renewal Schemes

Athenry €6 m
Ballinasloe €130,000
Clifden €400,000
Gort €1.25m
Kinvara €1.3m
Loughrea €1.3m
Oranmore €245,000
Portumna €3 m
Tuam €10.4m
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Company Reviews Successful Year

By Colm Croffy

Ballinasloe Area Community ' T l
Development (BACD) held its ]
26" Annual General Meeting
on 30" October 2025 in
the Ballinasloe Enterprise
Hub, where members,
directors, and stakeholders
gathered to reflect on a

year of continued progress, bE
C

AN

With the Cammunity
Far tha Commmunily

Team of Lyn Donnelly and
Martina Flanagan.

Auditor James Coyle gave
an extensive overview of
the Charitable Company's
Annual Returns for the
12 months to end of June
2025. James reported it
was a clean audit and the

strong organisational A ; .

performance, and Some of the BACD Directors and Staff at their AGM.
deepening community FRONT ROW (L-R): John McKenna, Brian King, Claire Gibbons, Seamus Duffy,
engagement. Joe Lyons. ack Row (L-R): Pearse Keller, Sean Kelly, Martina Flanagan

Chairperson Seamus Duffy

(Assistant Manager), Lyn Donnelly (Manager), Eoghan Kenny, Clir Alan
Harney. missinG FroM PHoTO: ClIr Michael Connolly, Marina Downey.

companies accounts were
healthy, but it was prudent
of the board to ensure there
remains enough cashflow to
cover the existing debts.

opened the meeting by
welcoming attendees and emphasising the positive position of
BACD's core projects.

Both the Ballinasloe Enterprise Centre (BEC) and Enterprise Hub
(BEH) remain close to full occupancy, demonstrating continued
demand for enterprise space and supports. Ballinasloe Life
Magazine also celebrated a significant milestone — 88 editions
over 16 years — remaining fully self-sustaining thanks to the
dedication of volunteers and strong local business advertising
support.

Seamus highlighted a year rich in community-focused initiatives,
from the success of the Pulse business networking clubto the ABCD
forums, and the standout Mid-Summer Multicultural Festival. He
also acknowledged the appointment of a new contractor for the
Christmas Lights and praised long-standing business sponsors
whose support ensures these projects continue each year, with
special mention to Ballinasloe Credit Union, who, as a key partner,
are always behind so many of the projects carried out.

BACD's advocacy work remains a core focus, with ongoing
engagement on key local issues including the Greenway,
dereliction, St. Brigid’s Campus, and town centre revitalisation.
Seamus expressed gratitude to the Board, volunteers, funders,
and staff — particularly recognising the commitment of the Staff

MEDICAL
NEGLIGENCE
PERSONAL INJURY
PROPERTY LAW
ESTATES PROBATE
WILLS

During director elections,
Seamus Duffy and Brian King were re-elected, while thanks were
extended to outgoing director Anita Killeen for her significant
contribution, especially in the area of sustainable energy.

The board for the forthcoming year was ratified as:

Seamus Duffy (Chairperson), Brian King (Vice Chair), Joe Lyons,
Dan Dowling, Marina Downey, Claire Gibbons, Alan Harney,
Michael Connolly, Sean Kelly, Eoghan Kenny, John McKenna, and
Pearse Keller.

Operational updates showcased a busy and productive year
across BACD's programmes, including People and Planet First
verification, facilities upgrades, active hub programming, tourism
development through the new Ballinasloe.ie website, and the
ongoing evolution of Ballinasloe Life's distribution and reach.

In AOB, members emphasised the importance of rural magazine
distribution within the common bond area of the Ballinasloe Credit
Union, concerns over access to St. Brigid's lands, and frustration
regarding the lack of major government investment in Ballinasloe
compared with other towns.

The meeting concluded with a vote of sympathy to the Kelly
family on the passing of Ken Kelly, a long-standing pioneering
contributor to the magazine.

CONTACT

0909642344
091882122

info@ncos.ie
WWW.Ncos.ie

Society Street
Ballinasloe
Bride Street

Loughrea




Conservation Engineer Opens in New Hub

By Maria Connolly

Recently relocated to the West and one of [
Society Street’s newest tenants, Trevor Wood,
a trained Conservation Engineer, is thrilled to |
be developing the next phase of his career in |,
East Galway.

59-year-old Trevor, originally from Aylesbury,
first enjoyed the Irish experience from Wicklow,
where he worked and lived for some 11 seasons
before looking for a more permanent base in K&
the midlands catchment of the Shannon. He W&
found a lovely property in Kiltomer to re-develop
as his principal residence. Along with a home, he IS
also needed an office environment and was very

fortunate to find, through a Pulse meeting, that i
the Enterprise Hub had some spaces left. He [
snapped one up and is now working on a variety

have occurred to the building over time in terms
_ of previous repairs and how these may have
affected the original structure. “A lot of more
modern interventions in the last 100 years,
with the wider use of cementitious and fast
construction methods, have actually caused
more harm than good to many such structures,”
he adds.

He started his own business in 2009, when the
international firm he was working for decided
to pull out of the Irish market. “I was offered
positions in the UK and the Middle East, but by
thistimeIhadfalleninlove withIreland,” he adds.
Trevor had also worked for a small consultancy
a few years previously, which convinced him
% that setting up a small practice of his own would

of local heritage and history projects.

Conservation Engineer Trevor Wood |

suit him. While starting his business during the
financial crisis was challenging, he credits the

Trevor started his career in construction

back in 1984, as a trainee draftsperson. He spent 14 years in
training before becoming a Chartered Engineer, and five years
ago became a Conservation Accredited Engineer. “I feel very
privileged to have obtained such accreditation,” he says, noting
that there is a shortage of conservation engineers in both Ireland
and the UK at the moment. He was drawn to conservation
engineering by a passion for older buildings and materials,
feeling that: “apart from some award-winning designs, the
majority of modern projects lack the soul of older, traditionally
constructed structures.”

Conservation engineering is: “about taking an old structure -
be that a building, bridge, weir, or simply a historic wall - and
helping it to survive another hundred years or so by whatever
means necessary, but also with as minimal intervention as
possible.” Trevor spends a lot of time researching the structures
he's working on to determine when they were built and what
materials were used, but he also researches the changes that

—§ ETT
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experience with ensuring that his firm was:
“lean and efficient.”

His work takes him all over Ireland. One notable project was
Sigginstown Castle in Co. Wexford. “I often get asked about it
as it was... in an episode on the Great House Revival.” Closer to
Ballinasloe, he is the Conservation Engineer for the Bawn Wall in
Ballinasloe, the remains of a medieval castle.

Outside of work, Trevor is working on the restoration of
his “forever home” in Kiltomer, and he is an: “avid” masters
swimmer and keen cyclist. He adds that Kiltomer: “appears to be
somewhere that I can, over time, get to know more people and
enjoy the local community spirit that hopefully I can positively
contribute to.”

TWCE Conservation Engineers are based at 5 Ballinasloe
Enterprise Hub. They can be contacted on 087 121 6290, or by
email: info@twce.ie

Ballinasloe
College of

Further
Education

For information about courses contact
Bernie @ 0877636260

COURSE INFORMATION
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Apella Nail Spa Opens

By Maria Connolly

Attention all fans of nail art:
Apella Nail Spa is now open
on Dunlo Street. This modern,
relaxed and welcoming salon is
owned by Erik Hoang and offers
a full suite of treatments for
hands and feet.

Erik, who lives in Dublin, has
no previous connection with
Ballinasloe. “One beautiful day,
I was just driving through out of
curiosity to see what the town and
its people were like. I instantly fell
in love with the warm atmosphere
and charm of this place,” he says.
“I decided to open my nail salon
in Ballinasloe because I see great
potential here.”

Hisjourneyintothebeautyindustry

was equally serendipitous. “My

first part-time job in Ireland was
answering phones at a nail salon
- and that's where my passion

began. More than
later, I'm proud to be part of this
wonderful industry.” He loves

working in the industry for: “the
chance to connect with others, to

keep learning, and to provide excellent services at reasonable

=

—

10 years ._

Erik Hoang, owner of Apella Nail Spa

prices - helping everyone look and feel their best.”

In addition to regular file and polishes and manicures, the salon
offers acrylic nails and the Builder in a Bottle (BIAB) treatment,
specially designed to strengthen nails over the long term. The
BIAB treatment also provides a good base for gel nails, as it

offers nail art including ombre,
and examples can be seen on their
Facebook and Instagram pages.

Apella also offers Signature
Manicures and Signature
Pedicures. The Signature Manicure
includes a mini-manicure, hand
and arm exfoliation, followed by
an extended massage and a hand
mask, beforethetreatmentfinishes
with Shellac nails. The treatment
includes a complimentary glass of
prosecco. The Signature Pedicure
is similar, and includes a hydrating
foot mask wrapped in hot towels.
“I warmly invite everyone to
come and experience them for

P yourself —I promise, you won't be

disappointed!” Erik says.

So far, Erik has been delighted
with the response of the town to
his new business. “The people of
Ballinasloe are incredibly kind and
welcoming. They've visited my
salon, offered their support, and
made me feel right at home from
the very beginning. I genuinely
love this town.” Erik has also been

supported by loyal clients from Athlone and County Galway.

Apella Nail Spa is open seven days a week: Monday-Wednesday

allows the natural nail to grow underneath the polish. The salon

% Award Winning Sausages
*  Gluten Free Sausages

Fresh Fish every Thursday

TONY CARROLL FAMILY BUTCHER

090 9644945

MARINA POINT, BALLINASLOE, CO. GALWAY

Supplier of beef, pork, lamb, bacon, poultry & fish
DEEP FREEZE SPECIALISTS

ORDERS NOW

TAKEN FOR:
Our own Farm White & Bronze Turkeys, Pale Hams,

Smoked Hams, Home Cooked Hams, Baked Hams, Spiced Beef,
Oven Ready Ducks & Geese, Boned & Rolled Turkey & Turkey Crown

CHECK OUT SPECIAL OFFERS
& JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS
CLUB IN-STORE!!

10am-7pm, Thursday and Friday 10am-8pm, Saturday 10am-
6pm, and Sunday 11am-5pm. To make an appointment, call 089
258 8866. You can also book via their Facebook and Instagram
pages. Walk-in clients are also welcome.
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New Fragrance Company For Town

By Maria Connolly

A new Irish fragrance brand is reshaping
how we think about scent. tir fragrances,
co-founded by Ballinasloe native Sean
Deane and Dublin’s John Slattery, is
a modern solid fragrance company
that blends sustainability, design and
storytelling, based in Ballinasloe.

Its name, tir—the Irish word for “land"—
captures the brand's deep connection
to Ireland's natural beauty and cultural
heritage, while offering something fresh
and contemporary for today’s consumer.

Sean Deane and John Slattery Founders
of Tir Fragrance Brand

unfolding over oak, incense and tobacco.
Pasture and Peel draws from the image
of overgrown Irish orchards after rainfall,
blending crisp fruit, soft woods and warm
amber into a clean, comforting scent.
Both fragrances are gender-neutral,
designed for everyday wear and aimed
at people who prefer something subtle,
natural and personal.

Unlike traditional sprays, tir makes
solid fragrances with natural, alcohol-
free ingredients. Each scent is blended

The founders' backgrounds reflect their

passion for brand building and storytelling. Sean grew up in
town, attending Creagh National School and Garbally College
before studying Global Business at Dublin City University and
completing a master’s in international marketing at UCD.

His career has spanned marketing, brand strategy, and the food
and drink sector, and he now works with Bord Bia, supporting
Irish companies in the UK market. John, from Terenure in Dublin,
studied Business and Management at Technological University
Dublin and built his career across brand, sales and operations
roles. He currently works for TikTok. The two first met nearly a
decade ago while working at Jameson Irish Whiskey, where their
shared interest in storytelling and Irish identity began to take
shape.

For Sean, the idea was born from a desire to create something
honest and grounded. Together with John, he envisioned a
brand that would stand apart from the polished, distant world
of traditional fragrance. “So much of the fragrance industry feels
disconnected from real life,” Sean adds. “tir is the opposite—it's
rooted in real experiences, made with natural ingredients and
designed to move with you,” explains Sean.

tir has launched with two fragrances. Wood and Wild is inspired
by untamed Irish woodlands, with spiced musk and jasmine

-l .

into a balm-like base and presented in
a refillable, travel-friendly wooden case. The format is long-
lasting, portable and kind to skin, making it ideal for busy lives.

The business is proudly based in
Ballinasloe, and the founders hope
to grow the brand enough to create
local opportunities and a stronger
presence in the town. They credit the
Local Enterprise Office in Galway,
particularly Lynn Donnelly and her
team, for their guidance and support,
as well as Irish perfumers, suppliers,
family and friends who tested early
samples and encouraged them along
the way.

Looking ahead, Sean and John see success as building a strong,
sustainable Irish brand recognised internationally. They hope
to expand the collection with more Irish-inspired scents and
grow a loyal community around tir. For them, tir is more than
fragrance—it is heritage, honesty and connection, carried in a
pocket-sized case and designed to move with you.

tir fragrances are available at www.tirfragrances.com and on
Instagram @tirfragrances.

“HUTCHINSON DAVIDSON

Solicitors
“IWe wish all a happy Christmas and a happy and healthy 2026

PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE:

Conveyancing

(Residential and Commercial)
Wills, Probate & Estate Planning

Litigation, Personal Injury
& Accident Claims

Family Law
Criminal Defence
Landlord

& Tenant Law
Employment Law

TEL: + 353 (0) 90 96 42143 FAX: + 353 (0) 90 96 44077

Elane Bannerton
B.A. LLB.

EMAIL: info@hutchinsondavidson.ie
Bridge Street, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway, Ireland. H53 XO0P8.

-Www.-_h-utchinsondavidsonsoli'c_i-ff_-d.l"':s.-'i'e-
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Ballinasloe Native Firm Targets €100 Million Income 5y coim croffy

Ballinasloe-born Paddy Finn is powering ahead with Viotas, founded Viotas to tell big power users how to reduce their
the energy technology company he co-founded with Duncan  consumption, and to be paid for selling energy back to the

O'Toole in 2013. grid. “We enable these customers to be flexible in how they use
] ) ) ] power, essentially making these sites look like power stations
The firm, which advises large companies on how to and to trade electricity just like any other power station.” The

reduce energy consumption and be paid for doing so,
now operates in four countries, and has a turnover
of €25 million. It expects to achieve revenues of
€100 million by 2030.

goal is that by encouraging more large energy customers to
reduce consumption, the strain put on the grid is reduced
substantially.

The company entered the market in 2014 and grew

| quickly. When they entered: “we were the 10th of 10

companies, the smallest in the market. We're now

larger than all of the others combined,” Paddy adds. The

firm, which is headquartered in Castletroy, Limerick, now

employs 110 people and operates in Australia, Poland and
the United States, as well as Ireland.

The firm and Dr Paddy got a big feature splash in "
the Sunday Business Post recently. !

Paddy grew up in Atticorra, the youngest of five —
Fintan, Deirdre, Seadn, Edel, and Frances — born to
their late mum Frances and dad John.

He attended Creagh National School and
Garbally College, and obtained his Bachelor
degree from the University of Limerick.
He worked as an Energy Analyst
before undertaking a doctorate, and
then spent three years as an Energy
Consultant before founding Viotas.

“We've invested our cashflow into further research
and development and international expansion.”
By 2030, the company expects to grow in
Australia and the US in particular, where
it plans on adding: “at least one more
market” to the current operation, which
is based in Texas. “We also plan on

operating in a market in Asia by that

The idea for Viotas grew out of X
point as well.”

Paddy's research for his PhD,
which was in how flexibility by large
customers in how they used energy
could ensure that the electricity grid
used more renewable energy overall.
“Duncan also had an involvement at
the university, and he was involved in
a business that was focused on trading
power,” Paddy says. “Between the two of
us, we felt we could really raise the bar in
terms of what was out there.”

Outside of work, Finn has a
passion for scuba diving. He
is a Volunteer Scuba Diving
Instructor with the University of
Limerick and is also a Volunteer
Scuba Diver in the Killaloe/
Ballina Search and Recovery
Unit, meaning he is on-call to
carry out underwater searches
for missing persons when tasked by the

With their combined expertise, the pair Paddy Finn Irish Coast Guard.

Doian

Auctioneers & Estate Agents

Loughbown, Aughrlm, .

Moycairn Drive, 62 Esker Hills,
Ballinasloe, Co Galway Creagh, Ballinasloe Ballinasloe, Co Galway

Land at Moyarwood, Sarsfield Road, Derrymullan, The Mall, Eyrecourt,
Woodlawn, Co Galway Ballinasloe, Co Galway Ballinasloe, Co Galway Ballinasloe, Co Galway

A SELECTION OF SOME OF THE MANY SALES IN 2025
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Patrick Neary Joins SparksWealth By Maria Connolly

If you are seeking simple, straightforward financial advice, self-employed, and financial guidance for returning expats.
Patrick Neary can help. The Ballyforan native joined “Whether you are planning ahead for family security, building
SparksWealth as a Financial Advisor earlier this year. long-term wealth, or simply want to feel more confident
about your financial future, I am here to help you put the
right plans in place,” he adds.

He has a background in financial services, having
previously studied Business at TUS, Athlone, and
he worked at Bank of Ireland for two years while §
completing his Qualified Financial Advisor exams.
Patrick also spent six and a half years working in
Melbourne to gain more life experience before returning
to Ireland this year.

¥

' He s available for clients “as their goals and circumstances
. evolve over time.Iwant to look back and know that I've built
| genuine, long-term relationships with clients - that they've
achieved their goals because of the advice and structure we
putin place together. Ultimately, I'll know I've succeeded
when SparksWealth is not just thriving as a business,
but also making a meaningful impact in people’s
financial lives,” he explains.

“Upon returning, I identified a clear gap in the
market - a need for financial guidance that
is simple, practical, and easy for clients to
implement. This inspired me to join a business
focused on helping people take control of their
finances with clarity and confidence,” Patrick
states.

Patrick joined the Pulse Club for networking
opportunities. “Since joining, I have had
the pleasure of connecting with some truly
inspiring individuals. The welcoming and
supportive environment has made it easy to
build meaningful relationships, and being
a part of it has significantly broadened my
professional and personal network,” he
adds.

He offers an initial, free, no-obligation
consultation, which can be booked using
the QR code with this article. He works
Monday-Friday, 9am-5.30pm, but for clients with busy
schedules, he can arrange evening consultations. He
can meet clients virtually, or in person by appointment.

“We specialise in educating clients and guiding
them to make informed decisions,” he adds. The
company looks for “world-class” investment,
pension, and life companies, and focuses on
“preserving and protecting your wealth, while

helping you grow it in line with your goals.” Patrick Neary, Financial Advisor

with SparksWealth.

They also aim to make their reports visually

engaging and easy to understand. Advisors check in
with clients at least once a year, presenting possible
scenarios in simple terms so that clients can make
informed decisions about their money.

Outside of work, Patrick enjoys staying active and
engaging in sports. “I enjoy going to the gym regularly,
playing Gaelic football with St. Aidan’s Football Club, and
occasionally hitting the golf course. I also place a high
value on spending quality time with family and friends,” he says.

Patrick notes that many people are focused on their
work, home, and community: “which means financial
wellbeing can often be overlooked. I believe finances
deserve the same attention as your health.”

He can support clients with pensions (reviewing old or setting
up new), savings and investments, life and serious illness cover,
income and mortgage protection, tax-efficient planning for the

You can contact Patrick by email at patrick.neary@sparkswealth.ie
or by phone on 087 470 0187.

_WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A £ %
HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
£\ iy
Contact 090 9688609

Greene’s Hardware Ahascragh 090 9688609 greeneshardware@eircom.net
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Soroptimist Public Speaking Restarts

By Maria Connolly

The Ballinasloe and District
Soroptimist Club had a
great response to the Bag
a Bargain pop-up shop
during the recent Country
Fair Day. A lot of work went
into collecting goods to sell,
and the proceeds will go to
support local charities and
women's aid organisations.

KT e On November 20, the local
heat of the Soroptimist Public

Mary Courtney at the Soroptimist Speaking Competition took
“Bag a Bargain” sale place in Gullane’s Hotel. This

competition is in its 45™ year

nationally.

The club’'s next campaign will be promoting the “Orange the
World” campaign, which will commence at the end of November.
The colour orange is used to symbolise a brighter future, free
from violence, and to call for action and commitment from all to
ending gender-based violence.

November 25 marks the UN International Day of the Elimination
of Gender-based Violence, and the start of 16 Days of Activism
against Gender Violence, which ends on December 10 (Human
Rights Day). During this time, Soroptimists across Ireland will be
taking action and calling for the elimination of gender-based
violence.

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), violence
against women is a “devastatingly pervasive” global issue. The
WHO data illustrates that one in three women worldwide has
experienced physical or sexual violence, primarily by an intimate
partner. A recent EU-wide survey on violence against women
found that half of all women have been sexually harassed.

In Ireland, violence against women is a significant issue that has
worsened since the pandemic. Women'’s Aid figures show that
244 women have been murdered since 1996 and, in resolved

cases, 87% of these women were killed by a man known to them.
At least 26% of women in Ireland have experienced physical
and/or sexual violence since the age of 15, and 41% of people in
Ireland know a woman within their circle of friends or family who
is a victim of some form of domestic violence.

“Let us stand together and spread the word that we will not
tolerate violence against any gender,” stated Maria Finnegan,

) HIRE - SALES -

Poolboy Ind. Est. Ballinasloe ..
T: 0909642888 E: sales@domachire.com www.domachire.ie

Order your standby Generator
from Domac today

BLACKOUT
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Local Boy Recovers Following Transplant By Maria Connolly

Tomas Fahy from Beechlawn is looking forward to a returnto It wasn't possible to do
sports - and to going back to school in January - following a  the operation in Ireland,
life-saving bone marrow transplant earlier this year. but there was space

i at the Bone Marrow
Eight-year-old Tomas was diagnosed with a rare condition,  Transplant Unit in Leeds,

aplastic anaemia, late in 2024. The condition affects justtwoina  and the Irish state agreed
million people, and occurs when bone marrow stops producing  to cover the full cost of
new blood cells. Fortunately, his sister, Roisin, was a good match  the operation.  Réisin

for a transplant. was in her final year of
university and doing
exams, so Children’s
Health Ireland arranged
for her to donate in
Dublin, and the bone Tomasand Padraig Fahy
marrow was sent to

Leeds for the procedure on the following day.

The family set up a fundraiser to enable his mother, Una, to take
May you have time off work, and his father, Padraig, also flew over to Leeds for
S six weeks. “There was a wonderful sense of joy when we did the
Peace n your hea’rt fundraiser,” Una says. “I felt like I was lifted out of the normal
and peace in your stress.” She added that a tractor run organised to support the
family “brought tears to a lot of our eyes”. She was also grateful
relationships with others for the fundraising match organised by LGFA.
this Christmas. Tomas is now “doing great”, and the family recently celebrated a

double milestone when his Hickman medicine line was removed
on the same day that Roéisin graduated. Tomas hopes to return

FRANK KENNEDY 2 o playing rugby, hurling, Gaelic football and soccer soon.
M.SC. PSYCHOTHERAPY 4 . . . .

Despite his young age, Una credits her son's strong character
with helping him through the ordeal. “He's such a strong
individual... his strength, his belief in himself, that's what gets
him through it,” she said.

ACCREDITED WITH

For an appointment call Frank i ] B A e ot B o aral -
. . na, dad Padraig and the wider family are hugely appreciative
on 087 3623809 or email frankebcap.ie of the huge fundraising support and good wishes that they
Church Hill, Ballinasloe | www.bcap.ie received from all locally during the past few testing months.

Darren Goode
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By Colm Croffy
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The official opening of the upgraded Beagh Roundabout took
place recently, with the ribbon-cutting ceremony performed
by Cllr Dominic Connolly, Chairman of the South Roscommon
Municipal Area Council, John Molloy, Chairman of Creagh
Community Council, and distinguished local resident John
Boland.

The original plan was to erect a sculpture of a birch tree in the
centre of the roundabout, but the planning department of
Roscommon County Council rejected the concept. An appeal
to An Bord Pleandla was also turned down, on the grounds
that a visually striking sculpture could distract motorists and
potentially cause accidents.

The decision delayed the project by eighteen months. Creagh

Community Council were instead advised to carry out an
upgrade that would not involve a “physical structure” and would

Beagh Roundabout Upgraded

therefore not require planning permission.

After considerable discussion between Roscommon County
Council, Creagh Community Council and the project landscaper,
Alan Clark, they agreed to proceed with an upgrade costing
€33,000. Roscommon County Council provided a grant of
€15,000, while a much-appreciated contribution by local
businessman Michael Dolan of Centra and Moycarn Marina,
along with Creagh Council funds, covered the balance.

The Biogas Concern Group have begun open community
meetings in the Rugby Club house, ( H53F446) with all invited.
Concerned citizens are asked to keep an eye out on their Social
Posts for futher important meetings, which will set out the steps
that group will utilise in making their concerns and submissions
to the planners known.

Full Planning Application for New Bio Gas Plant

As we go to print, a full planning application has just been
lodged with Galway County Council by Cycle0 to build and
operate a Bio-Methane Gas Plant in Glan, Clontuskert. The
site notice was posted on 18/11/2025 near the Glenloughaun
(Glan Cross) site.

Planning documents will shortly be available for review through
the Galway County Council Planning Department website.

Readers who wish to learn more about the campaign can
visit the Ballinasloe Biogas Concern Group Facebook page for
updates and contact details.

The Ballinasloe Biogas Concern Group are also organising
an open community meeting at Ballinasloe Rugby Club on
Wednesday 26th November, at 8 pm in the Ballinasloe Rugby
Club, H53 F446, all are invited!

Healthmail: quirkes.ballinasloe@healthmail.ie

T: 090 9642279

QUIRKE'S

PHARMACY
www.quirkespharmacy.com
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A Memoir of Love, Loss, and War

' COMMUNITY

By Julia Prystupa

A Ukrainian writer now living
in Ballinasloe has completed

a memoir that captures the
i intertwined experiences
of illness, war and the
il sustaining power of faith.
Life After Life, by Yevhenii
Aleksanov, documents both
| a deeply personal journey
and the wider upheavals
facing his homeland.

Aleksanov, aged 47, built
his early career in film and
photography, telling stories
through images. Writing, however, was not part of his original
path. It emerged during the illness of his wife, Aliona, when he
began making notes as a way of processing grief and preserving
memories. What started as private reflections later developed
into the manuscript of Life After Life.

At its centre, the memoir recounts Aliona’s struggle with cancer,
alongside the uncertainties of treatment and the challenges
endured. While recording these hardships, it also reflects the
love and faith that carried the couple through. Eight years ago,
Aleksanov and Aliona met in Kyiv. Just a month later, she received
her diagnosis. Despite the difficult prognosis, they married and
built a life together.

The narrative then shifts with the outbreak of war in Ukraine. Like
many others, the couple was forced to leave their home. Their
journey led them initially to Carraroe, and later to Ballinasloe,
where they settled. Aliona underwent treatment at University
Hospital Galway and Portiuncula University Hospital during this
time.

CHD\ISTMAS‘
QIFT
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ON SALE

NOW

Available at reception
or use of
mirming
g¥rm

with a sense of hope and the conviction that love and God can
overcome even the darkest circumstances. He has explained
that writing the book was a promise he made to his wife before
her passing — a way to honour her life and share their story.

Stylistically, Life After Life blends diary-like reflections with literary
storytelling. Its chapters trace hardship alongside moments of
hope, offering insight into loss, resilience and the search for
meaning. While firmly rooted in one family's experience, it also
addresses broader themes of displacement, endurance and
compassion in times of crisis.

The manuscript has been completed in Ukrainian, Russian and
English. It is now officially published and available for purchase
as an eBook on Amazon — a major milestone in Aleksanov's
journey. He shared that he is thrilled the story is finally reaching
readers worldwide. You can find the book at https://www.amazon.
com/dp/BOFVBMBN78.

Now settled in our town, Aleksanov is seeking
employment, attends the gym regularly,

and takes part in church services at &
weekends. Beyond recounting a #
personal story, his book stands as a
testament to how ordinary lives
are reshaped by illness
and war, and to the
enduring strength
of human love
and faith.
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Creative Arts, Heritage & Culture Award - Individual

LT0R: ).]. Smith, Maire Power, John Boland, George Geraghty,
Declan Quinn, Conor Johnston, Michael Cusack

Creative Arts, Heritage & Culture Award - Group

LT0R: S. Madden (BCU Chair), R. Cobban, P. Enright-Mooney (BDVC), N.
Corcoran (Misledr Festival), A. Gilligan (Scoil an Chroi Naofa), E. Egan
& M. Tully (BARA Singers), C. Gibbons (Féile Cheoil L. Reynolds), D.
0'Neachtain (Ballinasloe Town Band), P. Kilduff (BHS), J. Egan (Galway
1925 Football Centenary), M. Croffy (Fair & Festival Committee)
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Volunteer Award - Individual

BACK Row: P. Lyons, S. Madden (Chair BCU), P. Burns, J. Salmon
FRONT RoW: M. Ward L. Treacy, B. Kenny, R. Power.
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Community Group Award

BAck Row: M. Whelahan (Hillcrest Residents Association), N. Dowd (St
Grellan’s, St Theresa's & St Anne’s Residents Association), W. Duthie (Lions
Club), M. Kelly (Civil Defence), E. Naughton. FronT Row: F. Carroll, . Carroll,

L. Llyod-Keighery, A. Ward (Poolboy Community Development Group)
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Business Community Spirit

BACK Row: M. Janusz (Shearwater Hotel & Spa), M. Dolan (Dolans Service
Station), A. 0'Grady (Western Post Form), M. Coleman (Triur Construction).
FRONT ROW: F. Monaghan, C. Gullane (Gullanes Hotel), N. Creaven
Connaghton (Shop Ballinasloe), M. Kelly (KPW Design & Print)

Sports and Recreation Club Award
BACK Row: G. Kelly (Rugby), S. 0’Connell (GAA), D. Leyden (Tennis), S.
Duffy (BACD), M. &]. Dolphin (Itosu Kai). FRonT Row: A. M. Nair (Cricket),
B. Manning (Town AFC), M. Rigney & C. Kerr (Camogie)
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Sports Volunteer Award
BACK Row: A. Dooley, G. Murphy (Manager

BCU), G. Seale, S. Goode. FRONT Row: M.
Creaven, A. Zancanaro (representing her
dad, Garry), J. Walshe, M. Rigney

Ballinasloe came together to honour

its remarkable volunteers, community
groups, sports leaders, creative
champions and local businesses at the
People of the Year Awards, hosted by
BACD and supported by Ballinasloe
Credit Union, the Shearwater Hotel, and
KPW Design & Print.

Held in the Shearwater Hotel on Friday 21+
of November, the event celebrated dozens
of individuals and groups whose work,
talent and commitment continue to enrich
the town. A capacity audience attended,
representing sports clubs, businesses,
charities, schools, cultural organisations
and community groups from town and its
hinterland.

CREATIVE ARTS, HERITAGE &
CULTURE AWARD - INDIVIDUAL

Nominees: John Boland, Michael Cusack,
George Geraghty, Conor Johnston, Declan
Quinn, Robbie Riddle, J) Smith, Marie Power
Winner: John Boland

CREATIVE ARTS, HERITAGE &
CULTURE AWARD - GROUP

Nominees: BARA Singers, Ballinasloe &
District Vintage Club, Ballinasloe Heritage
Society, Ballinasloe Fair & Festival Committee,
Ballinasloe Town Band, Féile Cheoil Larry
Reynolds Committee, Galway 1925 All-Ireland
Commemoration Committee, The Misleér
Festival - Galway Traveller Movement, Scoil an
Chroi Naofa Multicultural Committee,

Winner: Féile Cheoil Larry Reynolds

VOLUNTEER AWARD

Nominees: Michael Burns, Brian Kenny, Padraig
Lyons, Regina Power, John Salmon, Loraine
Treacy, Mary Ward. Winner: Loraine Treacy

HALL OF FAME

Carmel Greally, winner of the 2023 Hall of
Fame, with Sean Madden, Chair of the BCU,
presenting Noel Madden - 2025 winner.

Sports and Recreation Team Award

E. McKeon (Golf Club U-18 Interclub Team),
A. Kerr (Ballinasloe Junior Camogie Team),
L. Farrell (Rugby U16 Girls Team), M. Blair
(Ballinasloe Town AFC U17 Boys), R. Monaghan
(Padraig Pearses Junior C LGFA)

Chair of BACD Seamus Duffy
presents John Boland with his
Individual Award for the Creative

Arts, Heritage & Culture Award.

SPORTS VOLUNTEER AWARD

Nominees: Michelle Creaven, Aidan Dooley,
Steve Goode, Gerry Seale, Michelle Rigney,
Johnny Walshe, Garry Zancanaro

Winner: Michelle Rigney

COMMUNITY GROUP AWARD

Nominees: Ballinasloe Civil Defence, Ballinasloe
Lions Club, Hillcrest Residents Association,
Poolboy Community Development Group, St
Grellan’s, St Theresa's & St Anne's Residents
Association. Winner: Ballinasloe Lions Club

BUSINESS COMMUNITY SPIRIT AWARD

Nominees: Dolans Service Station, Gullane’s
Hotel, KPW Print, Shearwater Hotel & Spa,
ShopBallinasloe Team, Triur Construction
Western Postform.

Winner: ShopBallinasloe Team

SPORTS & RECREATION TEAM AWARD

Nominees: Ballinasloe Golf Club U18 Interclub,
Ballinasloe RFC U16 Girls, Ballinasloe Town AFC
U17 Boys, Padraig Pearses LGFA Junior C Team,
Béal Atha na Slua / Ballinasloe Camogie Junior
Team. Winner: Ballinasloe RFC U16 Girls

SPORTS & RECREATION INDIVIDUAL AWARD

Nominees: Tom Cafferky, Cormac Casey,
Caoimhe Flanagan, Clodagh Hogan, Keela
Meehan Donnelly, Sarah Lyons

Winner: Cormac Casey

President Gerry Kelly and some officers from the
Rugby Club accept a special Adjudicators’ Award for
reaching their 150* anniversary milestone.

Noel with his wife Mary, sons and daughter, and most of his
brothers and sisters who arrived to share in his accolade

»i

Sports and Recreation Individual

BACK Row: T. Cafferky (representing his son
Tom), C. Casey, S. Lyons. FroNT Row: C. Flanagan,
C. Hogan, K. Meehan Donnelly

SPORTS & RECREATION CLUB AWARD

Nominees: Ballinasloe GAA, Ballinasloe

Rugby Club, Ballinasloe & District Tennis Club,
Ballinasloe Town AFC, Ballinasloe Camogie
Club, Itosu Kai Kiltormer/Eyrecourt, Kilconnell
Cricket Club. Winner: Ballinasloe Town AFC

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD

Ballinasloe Rugby Club - to honour
the club’s 150™ anniversary and its lasting
contribution to community and sport.

HALL OF FAME AWARD

Recipient: Noel Madden

Honoured for a lifetime of commitment,
leadership and exceptional contribution across
community life.

The evening also showcased highlights

from the Ballinasloe Midsummer Festival,
reflecting the power of collaboration among
more than 40 local groups, clubs, schools and
organisations.

BACD Chair Seamus Duffy noted he and the
Awards Committee “extended their sincere
thanks to all volunteers, nominees, community
partners and supporters who continue to make
Ballinasloe a thriving and connected community.

J

Noel with his specially
commissioned award
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Celebrating 40 Years of Community Care

By Colm Croffy

It was a momentous morning in
Brackernagh, in the grounds of
Quarry House, where 40 years
since the opening of the custom
build (designed by the late Larry
Duffy) Day Care Centre, the team
at Ballinasloe Social Services
commemorated their past and |
showcased their new future.

The attendees were brought

Duffy Family L-r: Mairead Hurley, Fiona
Duffy, Ann Duffy, Fergal Duffy

' Tarpey’s volunteers in the mid-70s
' when the concept of services for the
disadvantaged was first mooted for
our community.

L9

LN e

Michael and many of the hard-
working volunteers remembered
fondly Sr. Stan’s visits to the Centre
for AGM addresses, invited by Dr.
Joe Cassidy, and indeed her other

full circle to a giant of Christian
generosity and practical hope, Sr. Stan, whose requiem mass
was being prayed in Dublin at the very same time.

The slender thread of Sr. Stan's legacy, from the nursery in
Kilkenny where it was first piloted under a very far-seeing Bishop,
connected all the way through a young Margaret Mansfield
(Retired Garbally teacher) who, as Chair of the Board Michael
Lally, reminded the gathering, worked for some six years at the
Kilkenny Social Services Centre with Sr. Stan before arriving to
Ballinasloe.

Present today, Margaret set about joining the late Dr. Joe

SOCIAlN BT VILED

visits down through the years.

In delivering the potted history of the Centre, its birth and
development, Michael was very keen to remind folks that while
Kilkenny had Stan, this community had the backing of the
Sisters of Mercy. He noted that it was Sr. John and Sr. Dympna
who had started the Meals on Wheels service, and how the
order seconded to the Centre as its first Day Centre Manager, Sr.
Alacoque, who was also present. Sr. Helena continued the Meals
on Wheels service after Sr. John, and Sr. Bridie was also a great
support to the local community.

The Centre and its services would not have survived the financial
crash and the resulting strain on all public budgets in the years
afterwards were it not for their
continuous generosity.

Mentioned too in a special way
was the friendship, support
| and  practical  assistance

through kitchens in the supper
room and places in the old
Church of Ireland Rectory
School where Fr. John Garvey
and Rector John Godfrey, as
well as the support of so many

"

- . . of their parishioners, were
L-R BACK RoW: Susan Forde (Tusla), Declan Quinn (BSS Board), Catherine Colleran (BSS Board), Stephen Kerr (BSS Board), | acknowledged.
Dr. Kevin Connolly (BSS Board), Michael Lally (BSS Board), John Donnellan (Tusla). L-R FRONT Row: Una Hernon Grenham
(BSS Board), Jenny O’Sullivan (BSS Board), Caroline Layng (BSS Board), Teresa Coughlan, Director of Services (BSS) Chair Michael, his Board
GEAROID GERAGHTY & COMPANY
Solicitors
CLIENT FOCUSED LEGAL SERVICE
info@gearoidgeraghty.ie Q 090 965 0000
Gearoid C Geraghty BA, LL.B, Mary Jennings BA, LL.B, Joseph W. Fahey B.CL,
Martina Moran B.B.S, Mary McDermott B.C.L (Hons), Jack Donohue B. Corp, LL.B.
GET OUR SERVICES
WILLS AND CONVEYANCING CIVIL P R W
PROBATE PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION m] LEGAL AID

BALLINASLOE OFFICE
Society Street, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.
Tel. 090 96 50000
DX 62 002 Ballinasloe
info@gearoidgeraghty.ie

DUBLIN OFFICE
24 Upr Ormond Quay, Dublin 7
Agency No. G049

MOUNTBELLEW OFFICE
Mountbellew, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
Tel. 090 96 79680
mountbellew@gearoidgeraghty.ie
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members current and retired,
the current staff, volunteers and
supporters gave appropriate mentions
to the various aspects of healthcare Fif
authorities of the state, from Western " *
Health Board, HSE, Tusla and
indeed Galway County Council and
Galway Rural Development for their &
partnering and funding of so many
elements of their current and capital
developments.

Previous Chair Eamon Lally came out
of the archive trawl undertaken by

1985 Board. L-k: Dr. Kevin Connolly, Ann Kenny, Eamon
Lally, Sr. Alacoque, Michael Lally. FRonT Row: Peig Burke

' COMMUNITY

into the unknown. And he did all of
| this painstaking, time-consuming,
| research-demanding  work  pro
bono, free of charge, gifted to this
community. To pay tribute to this
massive contribution and formally
recognise the legacy of Larry Duffy,
his wife Ann unveiled a plaque in his
honour in the Centre.

Social Services Manager Teresa
Coughlan, after several HSE and
Tusla Regional Managers spoke in
very favourable and encouraging

Michael as very much a leader who
was tone-deaf to the word “no” from any agency of the state in
the early years, but especially the Western Health Board officials.

On behalf of all connected with the place, he was very humbled
that 40 years after the doors swung open on a complex that
cost £126,000 and the trustees had a grant of £23,000 from the
Health Board and IFI, the group got to formally recognise and
pay tribute, in front of his wife Ann and family, to the generosity,
work and legacy of the Vocational School Drawing Teacher Larry

Duffy.

No organisation could have had a more expert, generous,
affable, conscientious and creative draughtsman to lead out a
major project on what was, for the Board of the day, a journey

— —

DR 1

U y
BSS Staff Members

terms, noted how happy they
were to support and partner the level of compassionate and
professional care work being done on the campus.

Centre Manager Teresa again thanked all, but especially the
people of the town and wider community, who time and time
again continually support the work of the Centre.

She then outlined the piloting of the Tusla-funded Family
Resource Centre and the work the two new staff members -
Una Murphy, Co-ordinator, and Teresa Madden, Family Support
Worker - have been doing with so many families and young
people, in the full ethos and spirit of the Centre.

She excitedly informed the event of the welcome news that
Galway County Council had secured
funding to purchase the house
and plot next door and develop it,
with interagency support, as a new
Family Resource Centre to house the
expanding service over the coming
years.

Finally, the event concluded
poignantly with Sr. Alacoque reciting
John O'Donohue’s poem “A New
Beginning,” accompanied by a
talented young local harpist, Jean
O’Connor.

Your Local Signage Experts
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Print Management
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Green for Phelan-McDermid Syndrome By Maria Connolly

October 22 every year is a very significant day for Phelan- is caused by a deletion on chromosome
McDermid Syndrome (PMS), when buildings all over the world 22913, hence the decision to raise

- including Niagara Falls, Blackpool Tower and the Sydney awareness on 22 October. It was 9
Opera House - shine green. originally caIIed 22913 Syndrome,

You may have spotted some of the town's charming buildings
glowing green on the day, all thanks to Clir. Alan Harney, Galway
County Council engineers, and East Galway and Midlands Cancer
Centre for facilitating this. It was renamed
McDermid Syndrome to honour
the two American geneticists who
discovered it. The purpose of the
awareness day is to highlight PMS for
more and earlier diagnosis and
ongoing research.

and research, more people were
diagnosed.

The local lights came about as Rosie Darragh’s son, Jack, from
Poolboy, was diagnosed in 1997 with this extremely rare
chromosome disorder at the age of four. “He was the first person
diagnosed withitin Ireland,” Rosie says. There are approximately
400 families with PMS in Ireland and the UK, and almost 5,000 in
the world. The condition affects speech, mobility and cognitive Poolboy resident Jack Darragh,
development. The Phelan-McDermid Syndrome who was diagnosed with
Foundation provides information Phelan McDermid Syndrome
and support to both medical atthe age of four.
professionals and families. Being

able to speak to children, parents and other families all over the
world is a massive support, especially in the early stages after
diagnosis. For more information, please visit www.pmsf.org.uk.

The local Brothers of Charity services work with Jack, enabling
him to participate in swimming, walking and day trips. To raise
awareness of PMS (and to celebrate Halloween), they recently
hosted a very special and thoroughly enjoyable disco to raise
awareness of PMS. Rosie is very thankful to their staff, especially
Jade, and the Shearwater Hotel for hosting the event.PMS

Eailce

Walking 32 Counties Mainiscir ﬂnsmeLe _

Sean Crehan, a Londoner with family roots in Cappataggle and Kilconnell,
has completed an extraordinary journey: walking from Kiltimagh, Co. e

Mayo to Broderick’s Bar in Kilconnell while covering all 32 counties of Gank of Keland (e j
IreI);nd and almost 1,300 km on foot. ’ | beiszns N”‘ﬁuﬂei“fﬁ: Sy N
His goal was to raise awareness of cancer, especially prostate cancer. Sean i ' o,
was joined at various points along the route by family, friends and colleagues,
all supporting his mission.

At the time of going to press, Sean had raised over £20,455 on the UK
fundraising site JustGiving, along with more than €2,000 in Ireland. UK
donations will go to Prostate Cancer UK, while Irish donations will support
East Galway & Midlands Cancer Support.

Donations are still welcome at: www.idonate.ie/swift/WAPCUK25. Sean Crehan

Oorena Fealdh & Gift Stog

SOCIETY STREET, BALLINASLOE 090-9646585. GOFF STREET, ROSCOMMON 090-6627479.
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- Free Advice Service
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+ Psychotherapy . Massage
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Serving the community for the last 30 years, looking forward

- Bio-resonance i
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- Kinesiology . Re fr])exology 9 stockist of established brands that are researched and trusted. (TR (S
- Yoga « Chiropoist OUR TOP BRANDS 7t and present AR
GIFT SHOP « Health - Max Benjamin - Dr.Hauschka  « Mucross this voucher and get
- Jewellery & Bags - Gifts - Solgar « Aynsley - Large range of 10% discount when
- Pottery, Porcelain & Crystal « Viridian « Newgrange - DrTurner bespoke paintings you spend €100
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Chalonnes-Sur-Loire Twinning

' COMMUNITY

By Maria Connolly

The annual twinning visit from Chalonnes-
Sur-Loire, France, took place recently. Now
spanning over four decades of friendship and
cultural exchange, the visit has traditionally
been timed to coincide with the pinnacle £
event in Ballinasloe’s calendar.

The French delegation was welcomed at Dublin
Airport by Sean Tully. Those visiting from
France included Marie-Annick and Maurice
Cebron; Cllr Martine Fardeau (representing
the Mayor’s Office); Clir Christelle Chalumeau
Rachineux (Municipal Representative); John
Kirton (Interpreter); and Yannick and Isabelle
Garnier (from the Board of Wine Federation).
They were greeted by their host families just in time to enjoy the
Friday night fireworks display. On Saturday, Country Fair Day,
the group visited the Ahascragh Distillery and, coming from a
renowned wine-growing region, were particularly impressed.
The Three Fairs Dinner took place in the Shearwater Hotel on the
second Saturday night — a notable departure from the tradition
of over 40 years, but one designed to offer greater variety and
engagement for all visiting delegations.

The Three Fairs Twinning — linking the three oldest recorded
fairs in Ireland: the Puck Fair of Killorglin, the Aul Lammas Fair
of Ballycastle, and the Great October Fair of Ballinasloe — was
established during challenging times for the island in the mid-
1970s. For many decades, the Town Councils of Ballinasloe,
Ballycastle, and Kerry County Council drove the alliance forward
with great enthusiasm, supported strongly by the Tourist Boards
and both Governments. In more recent years, changes to local
government structures have lessened its visibility.

Speakers on the night included David Collins, Mayor of Co.
Galway; Clir Martine Fardeau; and Bill Kennedy MBE (representing
the Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council). Gifts were
exchanged between council representatives. Sean Tully served
as MC, assisted by Annalise Fardeau and Catherine Gagneux
(Honorary French Consul). The event was thoroughly enjoyed by
all.

-
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Clr. Christelle Chalumeau Racineux, Chalonnes
Council, David Collins, Cathaoirleach, Galway County
Council, Clr. Martine Fardeau, Chalonnes Council,
Sean Tully, Chairman, Ballinasloe Town Twinning

David Collins, Cathaoirleach, Galway
County Council, Clr Bill Kennedy, Causeway
Coast & Glens Borough Council, Sean Tully,

Chairman, Ballinasloe Town Twinning

= -!'"!F
The Twinning Dinner took =
place on Sunday evening in &
Ballinasloe Golf Club and proved
another very pleasant occasion. =
Geraldine  Kelly, Honorary
Secretary, made presentations
on behalf of the Ballinasloe
Town Twinning Committee to
the visiting delegation.
Sean Tully thanked all those
who attended, with special
appreciation for the host
families: Geraldine and MI S.
Kelly; Tom and Liz Madden;
Mary and P) Carty; Mike and Anne Kelly; and Sean and Ita Tully.
Speakers included Yannick Garnier, who extended an invitation
to the 2026 festival, and Marie-Annick Cebron, President of the
French Twinning Committee, who expressed heartfelt thanks
to everyone involved in making the visit such a happy one. John
Kirton again acted as interpreter.
MC Sean Tully concluded by thanking Ballinasloe Golf Club,
especially Tee 19, for the excellent food, and wished all visitors a
safe journey home.

P ‘[ Aot I ™
Marie-Annick Cebron, Chalonnes
Town Twinning, Geraldine

Kelly Sec. Ballinasloe Town
Twinning Committee.
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COTERING SERVICE

Gathering for School, Office, Hospital,
Birthday party, or a Baby shower
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Joe Burke Guest Speaker At Youth Event

By Maria Connolly

Former Comhairle member, volunteer
youth leader and Ballinasloe native,
Joseph Burke, got the chance to open up
about his lived experiences with mental
health at the County Galway Comhairle
na nOg Youth Conference, which
took place in Galway County Council
chambers recently.

Young people from secondary schools
across Galway County were invited to
attend and discussed issues that concern
young people in their area.

Comhairli na nOg are based in every local
authority in the country. The organisation
enables young people aged 12-17 to
exercise their rightin influencing decision-
makers on the topics most important to
them.

Joseph Burke

Now a qualified social care worker,
Joseph says connection, communication,
and compassion remain key to
maintaining his well-being. “Don’t bottle
it up,” he advises. “Talking to family,
friends, or professionals can make all
the difference.”

Joseph currently works as a Support
Worker with the Brothers of Charity. He's
an active volunteer who loves finding
ways to use his experiences to try and
help others, sharing and spreading
awareness on mental health.

He volunteers for Regari Recovery
College in Roscommon, and is a
member of a mental health research
advisory group for the Royal College of
Surgeons, providing the perspectives of

Joseph spoke about his personal journey
through bullying, anxiety, and mental illness, raising awareness
about mental health, and the importance of support networks.

Reflecting on his school years, Joseph described his experiences
with ‘smart comments/slagging’ from a majority of his peers,
which isolated him and severely affected his well-being.

Struggling with anxiety and dyslexia made homework impossible
and caused many arguments with the school and at home, and
led to school avoidance and low self-esteem. He also faced panic
attacks and sleepless nights.

Joseph credits his recovery to supportive figures, including his
“one good adult”, his support network and his involvement in
youth work, which helped rebuild his confidence and sense of
belonging.

Putting off

making a will?

those with lived experience on research.

In the future, he would like to find more opportunities to share
his story with others. He continues to manage bipolar disorder
and anxiety.

For further information on Comhairle na nQOg, please visit
https://comhairlenanog.ie/.

Galway County

Combhairle.
Your Local na nog

Youth Council

Let us make things a little easier.
Draft your will online at
www.phogan.ie
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By Julia Prystupa

3a ueii pik banniHacnoy ctano micuem, ge nepennenucsa Asi
icTopii — ykpaiHcbKa Ta ipnaHacbKa. NpoXknseLLv nopy4 noHaz,
PiK, M1 MOXXeMO O3UPHYTUCA I No6aunTK, K 6arato HOBOro
BiAKPWUAM ofHe Npo oAHoro. Mu 3HalLWNK cninbHe — 0608 A0
poAviHW, noBary Ao TpaauLiii Ta 6inb Big BTpaT, CNPUUYMHEHUX
BiliHOM. Biguynn i BigMiHHOCTI — y 3BM4asx, y crnocobax
CBATKYBATU 4u >kapTyBaTu. Ta caMe BOHW BifKpVBalOTb HOBI
rOpu3oHTW, HaBYaKTb OAHE OAHOrO i AoMoMaraloTb TBOPUTU
CrinbHy icTopito.

[lns TVX, XTO BRepLLe CTYNaE Ha Lo 3eM/1t0, BOHA BiIKPUBAETLCA
He NivLle AK KpaiHa, a K Big4yTTa AOMy — CMOKiliHoro, e Tebe
YekatoTb. Y MicTeukax Ha KWTanT banniHacnoy Le Tennao xuee B
YCMILLLj He3HaoMLUg, y cMiXy B Nabi Ta B TUXilA, ane MilHiA cuni
rpoMaan. Jllogn 36MpatoTbCs Ha MaTyax, BeCiiIfX, NOXOPOHaX i
CBATKYBaHHSIX, LLIO €EAHAIOTb MOKONIHHA, — i CaMe B Ll 34aTHOCTI
pasom pagitm i cymyBaTw, NIATPUMYBATU i Nam'ATatT 6'eTbea
cepue Ipnangii. IxHA KynbTypa, CnoBHeHa MidiB, My3ukn I
3BMYaiB, 6epexHO nepejaeTbCss 3 MOKONIHHA B MOKOAIHHS,
3irpiBaroym XnTTS NHOOO0B'0 1 BifUYTTAM HaNeXHOCTI.

BipHiCTb i FOCTMHHICTE — YacTuMHa XapakTepy LUMX NHoAei.
BigAaHicTb 6/1M3bKMM i PiAHOMY KPato 3a/IMLLIAETHCA HEMOXUTHOHO,
a FOCTUHHICTL MPOSIBASETLCA Y NPOCTOMY I LLIMPOMY XecCTi: 3a
CTONIOM 3aBX/AM 3HalAeTbCs MicLe AN151 Le OAHOTO.

Neighbours to Friends: A Year of Shared Life

XapakTep ipnaHAUiB NOEAHYE NOMITUYHY BiAKPUTICTb | NPUPOAHY
CKPOMHICTb. BOHM 0oxoue 14 rMboKo ANCKYTYOTb MPO MOJITUKY,
CNUPaKYNCh Ha ICTOPUYHNI AOCBIA, ane BOAHOYAC 3a/IMLLaI0ThCA
CTPUMAHUMW: He BUXBANAIOTBCA JOCATHEHHSMU A Nerko
BiABOAATH KOMM/IIMEHTW.

TyT WeaApicTb | ryMOp igyTb NOPYyY LLIOAHS, CTBOPIOKOYN BifUyTTS
CMPaBXHbOro 3aTULLKY I nerkocTi. JlobpoTta TyT NpupogHa, Sk
AVIXaHHS: CyCig 3ynUHNTBCSA, LWO6 NigBe3Tn, He3HariomeLb — Lo6
Jonomorti. HagiTb y HaicepMo3HiLNX PO3MOBaxX HeOAMIHHO
3'ABUTLCA XKapT, WO Haragye: BaXJIMBi MUTI TeX MOXYTb 6yTu
OCBIT/IEHI YCMILLKOHO.

FapMOHIfl LIbOro Kpato HapPOAXKYETLCA B NMPOCTUX peyax — Y yaLuLi
rapsyoro yato, y CnornsiAaHHi MpUpPoAn Um NPorynsHKax y3Aa0Bx
TOPP'AHMKIB | MOPCHKOro
y36epexoka.  YarHuk - TyT
3aBX/AM HanoroTosi, L06
3irpiTn - He  nviwe  pykwn,
a W po3moBy, 3ibpaTu
Nrojern  HaBKOJIO  OAHOro
crony. Li 3BWYHI puTyanu
noBepTarTb CMOKil i
HamMoBHIOKOTb eHepri€to.

Over the past year, Ballinasloe has become more than just
a shared space—it's become a shared story. As Ukrainian
families settled into the town and Irish neighbours
welcomed them, something meaningful began to grow.
Through school gate chats, community events, and shared
meals, we've come to understand not just each other's
cultures, but each other’s values. Now, after a year of living
side by side, we can reflect on what we've learned—what
we have in common, what makes us different, and how
those differences make our neighbourhood stronger.

Ukrainians carry a quiet strength, rebuilding even after
unimaginable loss. Their determination is always anchored
by strong family ties—whether separated by borders or
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gathered around the dinner table. Family is the foundation
that sustains hope and resilience.

Learning is a shared pursuit. Parents encourage curiosity
and independence while helping children navigate new
languages and school systems. At the same time, Ukrainians
themselves adapt quickly—mastering English, navigating
Irish bureaucracy, and supporting one another through the
challenges of resettlement.

Heritage is proudly preserved through embroidered shirts,
folk songs, and cultural celebrations that bring colour to
local life. Alongside this, spiritual traditions—Orthodox,
Catholic, or secular—offer comfort and grounding,
especially during times of uncertainty. Together, culture and

il
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faith provide continuity and strength.

Meals like borscht or varenyky are more than
nourishment—they're stories passed down through
generations. Sharing food is an act of hospitality and care,
often accompanied by laughter, memories, and a sense
of belonging. It's one of the simplest yet most powerful
bridges between communities.

Ukrainians don't just seek shelter—they seek purpose.
Many have joined local initiatives, volunteered, and
offered their skills to the community. And when kindness
is extended—a lift to the shop, a warm welcome—it is
remembered sincerely. Gratitude strengthens bonds,
turning neighbours into friends.
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Galway Rural Development Success

By Maria Connolly

It's been another action-packed year
for Galway Rural Development (GRD).
Despite ongoing challenges in rural
Ireland, GRD has continued to step
up, innovate, and deliver real impact
for communities across East Galway.

GRD's office on Dunlo Street is a hub of
activity, hosting groups and activities,
and providing a safe place for people
to seek advice and support around the
services and programmes it provides.

The Social Inclusion and Community
Activation Programme (SICAP)
continues to make a difference to the

Jerry Cawley, Michael Coffey, Billy Ward, Karyn Gavin
(GRD), and Eric Naughton. GRD's SICAP team supported
the Care & Repair team with a €2,500 equipment grant.

schemes, GRD is proud to support
countless local groups that depend on
these vital programmes.

A particularly exciting development
has been the launch of the WorkAbility
Programme, designed to support
people with disabilities in moving
closer to employment. The response
has been overwhelmingly positive,
with participation already exceeding
expectations in 2025.

In addition, the organisation continues
to make a real difference through
initiatives such as ParentChild+, which

people living in Ballinasloe through the people and projects it
supports. One of the highlights this year was the Midsummer
Multicultural Festival, which helped shine a light on inclusion and
equality, ensuring everyone has a chance to thrive. SICAP also
continues to support many other community groups in the town,
such as Ballinasloe’s Care and Repair and the Traveller Women's
Group.

The Tus, Rural Social
Scheme and Community
Employment (CE) scheme
remain a cornerstone of
community life, helping to
keep rural Ireland ticking
and providing support to
organisations such as East
Galway Midlands Cancer
Care, Vision Ireland, Galway
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals
' and Poolboy Community
Créche. With 335 active
participants  across 18

The hugely successful Midsummer
Multicultural Festival, supported by GRD.

supports families to ensure every child starts school confident
and ready to learn. Programmes like HSE Health Projects and the
Empowering Communities Programme have also brought new
energy and wellbeing into local life. GRD has also worked with
local communities delivering projects such as defibrillator training
and supporting the purchase and installation of a new AED.

Since launching the latest LEADER Programme just a year ago,
GRD has approved an impressive €2.2 million in funding for 31
local project groups.

From funding community projects to empowering individuals,
GRD's impact in Ballinasloe has never been stronger. The
dedication of staff, volunteers, and community partners who
continue to work together to make the town thrive is a shining
example of what can be achieved through collaboration, care, and
vision.

All at Galway Rural Development would like to take this
opportunity to wish all those we work with and support a very
Happy Christmas, and look forward to continuing to work with
everyone for 2026 and beyond. Here's to another year of growth,
inclusion, and community spirit — together, we're building a
brighter future for Ballinasloe and all of East Galway.
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Christmas Giving Locally

By Colm Croffy

There will be plenty of money raised for good causes this
Christmas as the town's many organisations return with
annual fundraising and sports activities.

Christmas Jumper Day is always a popular event, and it will
be held this year on Friday 5th December. Proceeds will go to
Ballinasloe Social Services and Galway Hospice and, as usual,
plenty of local businesses and schools will be taking part. Last
year's event raised over €10,000 for charity, and organisers will
be hoping to top that.

For those looking for handmade gifts and other treats, the
Brothers of Charity are holding their annual Sale of Work on
Monday 8" December, 10:30am-1:00pm in the Shearwater
Hotel. Entry is free, and everyone is invited. In addition to the
craft stalls, there will be plenty of home baking and a raffle.

Having been active in the town for over 40 years,
Ballinasloe Lions are a staple of the town’s voluntary
provision. They will hold a church gate collection to
raise funds for their popular Christmas hamper food
appeal on Saturday 13th December and Sunday 14th
December. All the money raised will go to fund the
hampers, which will be delivered to approximately
150 individuals and families on Wednesday 19th
December.

Another organisation that are preparing hampers
is COPE Galway. Over December, Coral Leisure will
have a Giving Tree in their reception, allowing people
to donate specific gifts for COPE hampers. The “Trees
of Cope” have special tags that list wish-list items for
families. Those visiting Coral Leisure can select a
tag, purchase the requested gift, and drop it into the
leisure centre. The gifts will then be used to make
up bespoke hampers for the various recipients. Last
year, COPE Galway distributed over 400 hampers
to those who might otherwise have gone without a
Christmas meal.

I'_-{ |
Rachel Goode, who will be bringing her

“Magic of Christmas” concert back to the
Shearwater this festive season.

With the rising cost of living, more families are
turning to St Vincent de Paul for help. The charity is
accepting donations of cash and goods in the shop,
or cash in St Michael's Presbytery, Dunlo Street. You
can also donate by bank transfer to: Allied Irish Bank,
Dunlo Street IBAN: IE83 AIBK 9370 4530 7561 83 BIC:
AIBKIE2D. The St Vincent's shop will also be hosting
a memory tree throughout the month of December.
Customers can buy a decoration in memory of a
loved one to hang on the memory tree, which will be
displayed in the shop throughout the month.

As for Christmas concerts, Soprano Rachel Goode will be
returning to the town with her annual fundraising concert, The
Magic of Christmas, in aid of East Galway and Midlands Cancer
Support Centre**. It** will take place on Wednesday 17th
December at the Shearwater Hotel. Also performing on the night
will be Gerard Fahy, Trasna, Mike Hanrahan, and the Clonfert
College Choir. The concert starts at 8:00pm, but the Clonfert
College Trad Band will be providing pre-show entertainment
from 7:00pm. The 2024 concert was very successful and raised
€4,275 for the charity. Tickets for this year's show are priced at
€25.

Another fundraising concert will take place in the Town Hall
Theatre on Friday 19th December when the Town Band takes to
the stage with special guests, St Brigid's Community Choir. The
concert will start at 7:30pm, and the junior band will also make

E L Eimear Loughnane & Co.

St. Michael’s Square,
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
& Hugh Street, Tuam, Co Galway

Principal: Eimear Loughnane B.A., L.L.B.
James O’Donohoe BCL, TEP, Dip Emp Law

T: 090 9646535 F: 090 9646594
E: info@eimearloughnane.com
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ww socery Family Law
T Employment Law
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their first public appearance. Tickets will be available
for purchase at the door, with 50% of the proceeds
going to the Portiuncula Paediatric Unit.

The Traditional Christmas Eve carolling and
entertaining by St. Michaels Folk Group Choir will be
on Main St at 2:30pm, but the Town Band will also
be on hand to warm up passers-by with their Festive
Music at 1:30pm.

For those seeking a more active form of charity giving,
Padraig Pearses GAA Club are hosting the GOAL Mile §¥
again this Christmas Day. The walk will take place
between 10:00am and 12:00pm, and everyone is
welcome (including dogs). It's a great way to work
up a hunger for the Christmas feast or work off the
chocolates! You can make a contribution to GOAL on
the day, but if you would like to register in advance
and get your GOAL beanie hat/t-shirt, you can do so
now here: Register - GOAL Mile 2025 or search for the
walk on https://goalmile.org.

The COPE giving tree
at Coral Leisure.

Clontuskert Craft Fair & Festive Party

Croi Clontuskert Community Development proudly hosts its second annual Craft Fair &
Festive Party! This much-loved community event returns to the Kiltormer Sports Complex
on Sunday, 7 December, from 1.00pm to 5.00pm.

Following the success of last year’s inaugural fair, this year’s event promises to be even
bigger and better. Visitors can look forward to an afternoon filled with craft stalls, a bake
sale, tea and coffee, mince pies, and a raffle, plus a special visit from Santa Claus himself!

The Craft Fair offers the perfect opportunity to pick up unique, handmade gifts from

talented local crafters while enjoying the warm, festive atmosphere and meeting up with -

members of local and neighbouring communities. Whether you're browsing for presents Some of the Crof Clontuskert Committee

or just soaking up the holiday cheer, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. &Volunteers at last years event.

BACK ROW (L-R): Cormac Frehill, Brid Lyons, Mary Kelly,
Teresa Lyons, Ada Cummins, Liz Frehill, James

Entry is free, and tables for stallholders are available for just €25. Anyone interested in

taking part can contact Liz at 086 170 6475 or email clontuskertcd@gmail.com to book a Shaughnessy, Maria Brennan, and Ciara Frehill.
spot FRONT (L-R): Sheila Muldoon, Maurice Muldoon,
Follow us on Facebook for all the updates: Croi Clontuskert Community Damian Curley, Carol Finneran, Santa Clause,
Development Laura Coleman, and Darina Cooke.

O’'CONNOR & Co.
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Campbells Celebrate 51 Years Together

Athlone native and long-time adopted son of Ballinasloe, Pat
Campbell, and his wife, Marian Campbell (formerly Marian
Loughnane), recently celebrated 51 years of marital bliss.

When Pat arrived in the town some 52 years ago, he worked as a
barman in Duck’s Bar on Dunlo Street (now Venezia restaurant)
and later did some part-time work in ‘Cuil na Gréine’, later called
The Mount.

Pat joined the Irish Defence Forces (Army) and spent 36
years serving his country. He served with the United Nations
Peacekeeping Forces on three tours of duty in Lebanon, and also
served in both Kosovo and Liberia.

Marian worked for several
years in West Shoes, Dubarry
Shoes, and in AT Cross.

Pat and Marian's priority and
passion for the past 51 years
have undoubtedly been their
family, which includes sons
Jason and Glenn, the late
Patrick Brian (R.I.P.), daughter
Siobhain, daughters-in-
law, son-in-law, and adored
. grandchildren.

A close second to family for
Pat and Marian would have to
be their total commitment to
Ballinasloe Town AFC Soccer

Pat and Marian Campbell on their
wedding day 51 years ago in 1974.

By Maria Connolly

A recent photo of the Campbell family. L-R: Glenn, Siobhain,
Marian, Pat, the late Patrick Brian (R.L.P.), and Jason.

Club. They both played for the club, as did many of their family
and extended family.

In fact, Pat has been a stalwart of the club since he arrived
in town all those years ago. He has served in multiple roles,
including Youth Manager, Senior Men's Manager, Groundsman,
Referee, Vice-Chairperson, and Club Chairperson.

Indeed, he was Club Chairperson when the club won the Credit
Union Voluntary Organisation of the Year award in the town in
1998. Pat took on any role he was asked to, including selling club
lotto tickets on a regular basis over many years. He is currently
assisting the men's senior team as match-day Kit Man.

The couple are enjoying retirement and love their annual
holidays abroad. And, of course, Pat is still very active every year,
saving the turf in the bog and bringing it home to their family
house at St Joseph'’s Place.
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Soapbox Debating Competition at the Library

their enthusiasm and passionate presentations.

By Maria Connolly

i The winner of the 17s-and-over category was Rida
Kashif from Clonfert College, and Mary Ellen Coen
' from Portumna Community School was the highly
" commended runner-up. The winner of the 16s-and-
| under category was John Brady from Creagh National
School, and Lidia Rose Murphy from High Cross College
Tuam was the highly commended runner-up.

Congratulations to Rida Kashif and John Brady, who
will be representing Europe Direct Ballinasloe in
the National Soapbox Final at the Royal College of
Physicians in Kildare Street, Dublin, in December.
Regional winners representing the eight Europe Direct
Centres in Ireland will compete for the top title and the

Pictured in Ballinasloe Library Church Gallery: Joe Jennings (Executive Librarian),
Siobhan Fitzgerald (Judging Chair), John Brady (16s-and-under Winner), Lidia
Rose Murphy (16s-and-under Runner-up), Rida Kashif (17s-and-over Winner),
Mary Ellen Coen (17s-and-over Runner-up), and Ollie Turner (Event MC).

It's been a busy time in the library. Eighteen students from
across the county recently went head-to-head to win the
top spot for the regional leg of the Europe Direct Soapbox
Competition. This year's theme was “Likes, Lies and Legal
Limits: Is it Time the EU Banned Social Media for Under-16s?"

Students from Portumna Community School, High Cross
College Tuam, Holy Rosary Mountbellew, Scoil an Chroi Naofa
Ballinasloe, Creagh National School and Clonfert College put
their presentation skills to the test and treated the audience to
lively, well-researched debates that

highlighted students’ compelling |
arguments for and against the
motion. Participants demonstrated

their ability to engage with key
European issues while showcasing
their public speaking skills.

Judges Siobhan Fitzgerald, Mairtin
O'Donnchadha and Joe Bergin were
impressed with the high standard of
entries and praised all participants for

Local children pictured with Library Assistant Mary Healy.

chance to win €1,000.

There were also spooky times at Halloween. Branch Librarian
Brid Grehan treated Senior Infants classes from Scoil an Chroi
Naofa to a fun spider-making craft, while Library Assistant Mary
Healy read some spooky Halloween stories, and participants
made some ghastly ghosts to help decorate the library.

In terms of upcoming exhibitions, Gables Art Group returns to
Ballinasloe Library this December and will be launching their
exhibition on Saturday, December 6, at 2pm. Artwork will be
available to view in the Church Gallery
from Tuesday, December 2, until
Friday, December 19. Meanwhile,
in January, the library will welcome
Abbie McGown on Saturday, January
24, at 2.30pm as she delivers her
talk entitled “St. Gabriel's Convent,
St. Joseph's Industrial School and
Ballinasloe Library.” Her talk will focus
on the origins, history and previous
incarnations of what is now the
Library and Church Gallery.

Our Ballinasloe & Roscommon offices remain open

Ballinasloe — Enterprise Hub, Society Street, Co. Galway
Roscommon — 5 Harrison Centre, The Square

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Monday - Friday

10:30 am To 4:30 pm

087-2398249
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Increased Marks for Tidy Towns By Maria Connolly

The Tidy Towns Committee increased W&
its mark in all eight categories to a
new high of 357 out of a possible 550. |
This SuperValu National Tidy Towns
Competition result represents an
increase of 12 marks on the 2024 result.

The committee was lauded in this year's

':djurglxcii:g& Respz)? "t f\;)glubrﬂggrssugﬁgrtfed obréfl Debra Grennan-Keighery (Overall winners, These local competitions are kindly sponsored
pp y ty. ; P Dun Esker Residents Association), Eddie by Dunne’s SuperValu Brackernagh.
also noted that “it displays admirable energy Kelly (SuperValu Ballinasloe), Fiona Carroll The committee also acknowledges the

and commitment, and there is evident (Dun Esker Residents Association). . ; : -
pride in Ballinasloe’s place in the Tidy Towns gg?vs;;gcgli;?yngoiuniﬁort that is provided by

competition. The inclusion of new members h - | | lunt For furth
alongside experienced long-term volunteers ensures valuable continuity '€ COMMILEE always WEICOMES  new —Volunteers. For further
information, please email ballinasloetidytowns@gmail.com or

and fresh perspectives!”
Ballinasloe Tidy Towns Committee held its annual Local Competitions telephone 086 817 9580.

Awards Ceremony on Monday, November
10%, at the Ballinasloe Soccer Complex.
Presenting the award to the overall winners,
Dun-Esker Residents Association Chairperson
Tom Madden said that the main focus for
the coming season would be on promoting
awareness of the devastating global impact of
climate change.

Padraig Pearses Cultural Activities

Padraig Pearses continue to lead the
way among GAA clubs when it comes
to cultural activities, with 19 young |
club members recently taking part |
in the Roscommon Scér na nOg 2025

County competition. 4

These young people represented their club
and parishes through the Irish language
and cultural identity of the GAA. The club
was represented in Solo Singing, Recitation,
Drama, Ballad Singing, and they also had
two teams participating in Trath na gCeist. Padraig Pearses GAA club members on night
These very talented club members were: two of the Scér na nOg competition.
Erin Arru, Aoibhin Seale, Donnacha Seale,
John Brady, Danny Brady, Rachael Fallon,
Daniel Fallon, Ellen Monaghan, Réisin O'Sullivan, Eabha O'Sullivan,
Miriam Darcy, Finn Cormican, Paul Og Flynn, James McHugh, Katie

Grenham, Katie Killeen, Kate Killeen Lyons,
Ailbhe Glynn Desmond and Oisin Murphy.
Many thanks to the senior coaches who
volunteered to help these young people
with their roles. They were: Tom Costello,
Aisling O'Sullivan, Hubert Darcy, Geraldine
Sheeran, Hugh Collins, Mary Darcy and
Oisin Seale. Ar aghaidh linn.

Padraig Pearses also have several
upcoming events celebrating Irish culture.
A Christmas junior trad session will take
place on Sunday, December 14, from
5.00pm-6.30pm. There will also be a
senior trad session over the Christmas
holidays - keep an eye on the club’s social

media accounts for further details.
In February, L& Fhéile Bride will be celebrated with music, song and
stories in the clubhouse on Sunday, February 1, at 9pm.
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Scoil an Chroi Naofa Campaign for New School By Maria Connolly

4 qeoil an Chroi Nag

Ballinasdoe

24 YEARS WAITING!
TIME FOR ACTION
'\ BUILD OUR ScHooL fif

W 4

MR ' timo fo Invost in the chitdran of Ballinasios

and ghve then the school ifvey deserva

Staff and pupils of Scoil an Chroi Naofa outside one of the two current school buildings.

Scoil an Chroi Naofa has recently launched an online petition
via www.change.org, to give impetus to their campaign for
a new, modern and energy-efficient building. When the boys’
and girls’ schools in town amalgamated 30 years ago, the
Department of Education promised a new school building,
and staff and pupils have been waiting since. “Our 300 pupils
are learning in outdated classrooms,” says School Principal,
Christine Connor.

At present, the school operates from two buildings divided by
the busy Society Street, requiring pupils to cross multiple times
per day and putting them at risk of accidents. One building was
constructed in 1937, and the other is a “temporary” prefab that
was constructed in 1972. The prefab has no insulation, and the
school's entire capitation grant is currently spent on heating.
Resources are especially needed as the school is a DEIS Band 1
school that serves those facing educational disadvantage, and
the staff aim to provide opportunity and inclusion for all.

Manne O Tonke
St John's Church of Ircland
Ballinasloe H53 X P90

‘Saturday Gih December 8pm
Doors ut 7.30pm

Tickets uvailabile on the door
Adults £20 OAP €15 Chilld €10
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A design team was first appointed for the project back in
2001. “Over the last 24 years, there has been delay after delay.
Plans have had to be revised and updated a number of times.
Planning permission has been sought, extended and lapsed,”
says Christine. A revised, detailed Stage 2B design package was
submitted to the Department of Education earlier this year, but
approval has yet to be granted.

The petition seeks the immediate approval and delivery of the
new school building. “Our teachers and staff continue to create a
warm, caring and inclusive environment, but

goodwill isn't enough,” Christine adds.

The school hopesthatthe people of Ballinasloe
will come together to sign the petition. It can
be found on www.change.org (https://c.org/
qFGYV4PmCT), Facebook, Instagram and
TikTok.
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By Maria Connolly

Clonfert College Busy Term

It's been a busy autumn term for
all years at Clonfert College. Nina

Carberry MEP recently visited the

college to speak to Transition Year
students. She discussed leadership,
resilience, EU citizenship and
the importance of pursuing your
passions. Her visit was in association
with Junior Achievement Ireland,
an organisation that teaches young
people the skills they need to succeed
in a changing world.

~ The Leaving Cert Applied students spent
| a heart-warming morning in Ballinasloe
g Social Services, meeting the elderly who

attend day care on Mondays. Students
enjoyed playing bingo, sharing stories and
chatting about what Christmas was like in
years gone by — a lovely connection across
generations. The Leaving Cert Geography
students also participated in a river field
trip for their project work. From measuring
river velocity and channel width to analysing
bedload and completing field sketches,

students got hands-on experience applying
Meanwhile, the first-year students took part in a reflective, uplifting  techniques learned in class.
retreat in Knock. It was a wonderful opportunity for the students to take  Finally, congratulations go to Dylan Greene, who picked up the trophy
time out from their busy school routines, connect with one another,and ~ for Goal of the Season with Moore United, and to the Senior B Girls
explore themes of friendship, faith, wellbeing and personal growth. Volleyball team, who have recently qualified for the All-Ireland semi-
There have also been educational days out for Leaving Cert students.  final.

Heading First Equestrian Event Success For St. Ronans

== e

Dav

Sadie Costello, who received
an award in the individual
competition at the interschools
Ireland Primary School competition
in Mullingar equestrian.

St Ronan’s National School, Taughmaconnell, the overall Lily Costello, who received an
winner of the Interschools Ireland Primary School event. individual award at the Interschools
This is St Ronan’s first ever equestrian team. L-k: Ellen Keyes, Ireland Primary School competition
Millie Keyes, Molly Costello and Zoe Shaughnessy. in Mullingar equestrian.

WITH CARAMELISED ONION & MUSHROOMS,
SWISS CHEESE & CREAMY PEPPERCORN MAYO,
SERVED IN A FRESHLY BAKED KAISER BUH.

ORDER ONLINE AT SUPERMACS.IE : MAIN ST « DOLAN'S, DUBLIN RD. = SARSFIELD RD.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM SUPERMAC’S MAIN ST.

Advertising Space Available Here - Contact martina@bacd.ie 09096 46516
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Seamus Duffy ( Chair BACD) Minister Dara Calleary & BACD manager Lyn Donnelly
at the National Hubs Summit held in Ballinasloe on the 13th November

A - -
A Cc i'-iF.IE'E;J
Busine:

Tom Ward and editor Damian Mac Con Uladh deep in
chat at the launch of the second edition of Hostings.

Sofia Trandaflr With Grainne Murphy
& Sean Madden from BCU

Author Declan Quinn with his wonderful book Ballinasloe RFC
- 150 Years of Rugby, when it was on the Number Best Sellers
Spot for most of October in Salmons Department Store.

Pictured at the launch of Hostings were Niall Fahy, Willie Tully, Cllr. Dermot
Connolly, Brendan Jennings, and editor Damian Mac Con Uladh.

day Bnia n|.||'|' L

r*.

lures & Ber®

Eve & Jane Mc Court With their
Granddad Willie Burke

Donncha Loughnane with Grainne Murphy and Sean Madden from BCU Donations & Sponsorship: Joshua Judge with Linda Feeney from BCU

Kel | erlrave | Trusted Expert for Sports Holidays & Unforgettable Getaways
worldchoic 09096 42131 info@kellertravel.ie




Captain Paddy Creaven, President Gerry Fitzgerald with the winner of the
0 Connor Mc Hugh singles Matchplay Jack Coughlan. Also in the photo
is the first winner of the prize some 50 years ago - Joe Moore

Padraig Pearses Culture: Padraig Pearses GAA club members
on night two of the Scér na nOg competition.

Cllr. Allan Harney, James Burke, Christmas Lights
Business Liaison Co-ordinator, Nina Carberry MEP in

Out And About

Tom Madden & Johnny Walsh (Ballinasloe Tidy Towns)
Debra Grennan (Dun Esker Residents Association),
Eddie Kelly (SuperValu Ballinasloe), Fiona Carroll
(Dun Esker Residents Association), Jean Connor
& Padraic Lyons (Ballinasloe Tidy Towns)

The Crew from the Hill Bar, Kiltormer with a donation of €26,503, the

proceeds of a very successful 50KM Charity Cycle Fundraiser presented
to East Galway Midlands Cancer Support Centre in November

Gullanes Hotel at a Clonfert School visit recently

KellerTravel|

hoice

The Harney family celebrating the upcoming retirements

of Seamus and Maura (Glantaune)

Trusted Expert for Sports Holidays & Unforgettable Getaways

09096 42131 info@kellertravel.ie



December 1, Monday Xmas Classics by Candlelight

Men's Shed Meeting
Bsloe Active RetKnitting session 103 -12.30am
Bsloe Active Ret Bowling 10.30 -12.30am
Parents of Ch w Ad.Needs Sup Meet 10.30am-12pm

10am-2pm

Cullens Yard, Main St
Gullane’s Hotel

Emerald Ballroom Bsloe
Fam&Com Resource Centre

Crafty Girls Classes 11am-Tpm E.M.C. Care C., Brackernagh
Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics 2-3pm Coral Leisure Centre

Social Tennis. WoMen's Evening ~ 6pm Tennis Court

Brazilian jiujitsu, Kickboxing 6pm, 7pm The King's Court Academy
Pitales with Paula 6.30pm Moore Hall

Bowls 8pm-10pm Ballymacward Hall
December 2, Tuesday

Yoga with Ju 7.30am,10am  Enterprise Centre
Slimming World Group classes gasr:)]p/xg::] Shearwater Hotel

Breastfeeding Support Group
Bsloe Active Ret Walking Club
Baby Massage Classes

Learn English with Fdilte Isteach
Bridge Project

After school activities, 10-17y
Social Tennis. Men's Evening
Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics
Bridge Club

Road Runners Track Session
Bsloe GAA Bingo

Badminton

December 3, Wednesday
Social Bridge

Frenchw/ Lizzie

Crafty Girls Group

Baby Rhyme Time

Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics
Bsloe Active Ret Book Club

After school activities, 10-17y
Kids BJJ, BJJ, MMA

Children’s Dance Class

Tennis. Mixed Doubles/JP Coaching
Pilates

Yoga with Ju

Pilates with Paula

Pulse drums programme

Jiving & Social Dancing

Fitness Class

Live Trad & Folk session
December 4, Thursday
Annual Xmas Fayre & Cake Sale
HSE Ukrainian Response Clinic
Bsloe Active Ret Singing Class
Chair Yoga

Irish Conversation

Christms Wreath Workshop
International Women's Group
Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics
Social Club

Local Auth. Integration Team Clinic
After school activities, 10-17y
Christms Workshop - mini wreath
BJJ, Kickboxing

Faith & Fun Club

Pilates

Bsloe Active Ret Bowling
Beginners/Improvers Tennis
Road Runners Track Session
Bridge Club

Darts Tournament Vault 15.0
Tennis. Div.6 MenTraining

Folk and Trad Session

Trad Music 9.30pm Fallon’s Bar
December 5, Friday

Yoga with Ju

Indoor Country Market
Men's Shed Meeting
Pilates

Bridge Project

Christms Jumper Day
Tennis. Junior Coaching
Open Tennis

Fitness Class

Traditional Music Session
Music. Down the road
Find The Joker
December 6, Saturday
Little Kickers

Pilates

Open Mat

Lions Hockey Club training
Daidina Nollaig (as Gaeilge)
Open Tennis

Musicina Canal Bar

Xmas Party

Xmas Party

10am-11.30am
10.30-12.30am

Youth Work, Marina Point
Running Track, Brackernagh

11am-12pm Youth Work, Marina Point
11.15am Library

DropinService ~ Fam&Com Resource Centre
3.30pm-7pm  Youthwork Ir, Marina Point
6pm Tennis Court

7pm-8pm Coral Leisure Centre
7.30pm Bridge Rooms, Sarsfield Rd
7.30pm Dunlo Track, Brackernagh
8pm Emerald Ballroom
8pm-9pm Ballymacward Hall
11am-Tpm Bridge Rooms, Sarsfield Rd
11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel
11.15am-12.45pm Library

11.30am Library

2pm-3pm Coral Leisure Centre
3.30pm Bsloe Library

3.30pm-7pm  Youthwork Ir, Marina Point
5pm, 6pm, 7pm  The King’s Court Academy
6pm-7pm Ballymacward Hall
6.30pm Tennis Court

6.30pm Shannonbridge Village Hall
715pm-8.15pm  Enterprise Centre

745pm Moore Hall

6.30pm, 7.30pm  Town Hall Theatre

8pm Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse
8pm-9pm Ballymacward Hall

9pm An Tain Bar

9.30am-3pm Day Care Centre
10am-12noon  Fam&Com Resource Centre
10.3-12.30pm  Bsloe Town Band Hall

10.30-11.30am  Ballymacward Hall

11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel
11am-Tpm Town Hall

11.15am Library

2pm-3pm Coral Leisure Centre

2.30pm-4.30pm  Ballymacward Hall
afternoon Fam&Com Resource Centre

3.30pm-7pm  Youthwork Ir, Marina Point
3.30-430pm  Killimor Library

6pm, 7pm The King's Court Academy
7pm-7.50pm  OurLady of Lourdes Church
7pm, 8pm Ballymacward Hall
7pm-9pm Emerald Ballroom Bsloe
7pm-8pm Tennis Court

7.30pm Dunlo Track, Brackernagh
7.30pm Bridge Rooms, Sarsfield Rd
745pm The Countryman
8pm-9pm Tennis Court

9pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar

7.30am, 10am  Enterprise Centre
9am-1pm Social Services Centre
10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
10am, 11am Ballymacward Hall
DropInService  Fam&Com Resource Centre
All Day Town-wide
4.30pm-5.30pm  Tennis Court

6pm Tennis Court
8pm-9pm Ballymacward Hall
9.30pm Emerald Bar

10pm Brewery Lane

10pm An Tain Bar

9,9.45,10.35am  Emerald Ballroom
9.30am, 10.35am Shannonbridge Village Hall

10am-11.30am  TheKing’s Court Academy
11.15am AFCsoccer pitch

TBC Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse
2pm Tennis Court

EveningTime  Shearwater Hotel
EveningTime ~ Moycarn Lodge & Marina
EveningTime  Luker’s, Shbridge

8pm StJohn’s Church
Music. Fairly lively 10pm Brewery Lane
Music. Trevor Cavanagh 10pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Music. Micheal Regan 10pm Millars Bar, Ballydangan
Live Music 10pm An Tain Bar, Joe’s Bar
Live Music 10pm Fallon’s Bar, Shridge
December 7, Sunday
Social Tennis 10am-2pm Tennis Court
Christmas Craft Fair 11am-3pm Town Band Hall, Dunlo Hill
Craft Fair & Festive Party 1pm-5pm Kiltormer Sports Complex
Open Tennis 2pm Tennis Court
Padraig Pearses GAAClubAGM ~ 4pm Ballymackward Hall
Social Dancing. StephenSmyth ~ 4.30pm-7pm  Shearwater Hotel
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm AnTain Bar
Live Music 7pm JJKilleens
Country Dancing. Patrick Feeney ~ 8.30pm Shearwater Hotel
December 8, Monday
Men’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
Crafty Girls Classes 11am-Tpm E.M.C. Care C., Brackernagh
Santa’s sensory play, 0-6y 11am-12.30pm  Shearwater Hotel
Pitales with Paula 6.30pm Moore Hall
“Puss in Boots” Panto 7.30pm Town Hall Theatre
December 9, Tuesday
Baby Massage Classes 11am-12pm Youth Work, Marina Point
Learn English with Féilte Isteach ~ 11.15am Library
Gables Art Group Exhibition All Day Library Church Gallery
“Pussin Boots” Panto 7.30pm Town Hall Theatre
Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm Emerald Ballroom
December 10, Wednesday
Brothers of Charity Sale of Work ~ 10.30am—1pm  Shearwater Hotel
French w/ Lizzie 11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel
Crafty Girls Group 11.15am-12.45pm Library
Baby Rhyme Time 11.30am Library
Golden Years Book Club 11.30am Library
Pilates 6.30pm Shannonbridge Village Hall
“Pussin Boots” Panto 7.30pm Town Hall Theatre
Pilates with Paula 745pm Moore Hall
Xmas Flower Arranging Demo 8pm Gullane’s Hotel
Jiving & Social Dancing 8pm Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse
Live Trad & Folk session 9pm An Tain Bar
December 11, Thursday
Irish Conversation Tam-12pm Gullane’s Hotel
International Women'’s Group 11.15am Library

Young Parent Support Programme  Dropin Service

“Pussin Boots” Panto 7.30pm
Xmas with Country Stars TBC
Folk and Trad Session 9pm

Trad Music 9.30pm Fallon’s Bar
December 12, Friday

Indoor Country Market 9am-Tpm
Men'’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm
Christms Party Night TBC

“Pussin Boots” Panto 7.30pm
Traditional Music Session 9.30pm
Music. Hoppy bar stars 10pm

Find The Joker 10pm
December 13, Saturday

Pilates

“Pussin Boots” Panto 2.30pm
Gables Art Group Exhib. TBC

Kids Christms Disco 6pm-8pm
Christms Party Night 7.30pm
Christms Party Night TBC

Christms Party Evening Time
Christms Party Evening Time
Musicin a Canal Bar Evening Time
Music. Dj Dolf 10pm

Music. Na Riadori 10pm

Live Music 10pm

Live Music 10pm Fallon’s, JJ Killeens Shhridge
December 14, Sunday

Carol Service 10am
Christms Party 1.30pm
“Pussin Boots” Panto 2.30pm
Social Dancing. Michael Collins 4.30pm-7pm
Christms Junior Trad session 5pm-6.30pm
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm

Live Music 7pm

Fam&Com Resource Centre
Town Hall Theatre
Shearwater Hotel

Gibbons Pillar House Bar

Social Services Centre
Cullens Yard, Main St
Shearwater Hotel
Town Hall Theatre
Emerald Bar

Brewery Lane

An Tain Bar

9.30am, 10.35am Shannonbridge Village Hall

Town Hall Theatre

Library Church Gallery
Taughmaconnell Com.Centre
Gullane’s Hotel

Shearwater Hotel

Luker's, Shbridge

Moycarn Lodge & Marina
Shearwater Hotel

Brewery Lane

Millars Bar, Ballydangan
AnTain, Joe’s Bar, Gibbons Bar

StJohn’s Church

Moore Hall

Town Hall Theatre
Shearwater Hotel
Padraig Pearses GAA Club
AnTain Bar

JJKilleens

Pilates with Paula 745pm
Jiving & Social Dancing 8pm

Rachel Goode’s Christmas concert  8pm

Live Trad & Folk session 9pm
December 18, Thursday

HSE Ukrainian Response Clinic 10am-12noon
Irish Conversation T1am-12pm
International Women's Group 11.15am
Local Auth.Integration Team Clinic  afternoon
Folk and Trad Session 9pm

Trad Music 9.30pm
December 19, Friday

Indoor Country Market 9am-1pm
Men's Shed Meeting 10am-2pm
Crime Book Club 12noon
Town Band Christmas Concert 7.30pm
Traditional Music Session 9.30pm
Music. The CEOs 10pm

Find The Joker 10pm

Moore Hall

Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse
Shearwater Hotel

An Tain Bar

Fam&Com Resource Centre
Gullane’s Hotel

Library

Fam&Com Resource Centre
Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Fallon’s Bar

Social Services Centre
Cullens Yard, Main St
Library

Town Hall Theatre
Emerald Bar

Brewery Lane

An Tain Bar

December 20, Saturday

Pilates

(Craft Fair TBC

Christms Party Evening Time
Christms Party Evening Time
Musicin a Canal Bar Evening Time
Music. Padge Bennett 10pm

Music. Dj Colm 10pm

Music. Katie Henshaw & Mike Flynn 10pm

Live Music 10pm

Live Music 10pm
December 21, Sunday

Social Dancing. 4.30pm-7pm
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm

Live Music 7pm

Xmas Concert 8pm

9.30am, 10.35am Shannonbridge Village Hall

Shearwater Hotel

Moycarn Lodge & Marina
Luker’s, Shbridge
Shearwater Hotel

Millars Bar, Ballydangan
Brewery Lane

Gibbons Pillar House Bar
AnTain Bar, Joe's Bar
Fallon’s, JJ Killeens Shbridge

Shearwater Hotel

AnTain Bar

JKilleens

St Catherine’s Ch., Ahascragh

Country Dancing 8.30pm Shearwater Hotel
December 22, Monday

Men's Shed Meeting 10am-2pm
(rafty Girls Classes Tam-1pm
Music. Dj Ben 10pm
December 23, Tuesday

Kids Disco 5pm-8pm
Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm

Cullens Yard, Main St
E.M.C. Care C., Brackernagh
Brewery Lane

Canal Bar, Shearwater Hotel
Emerald Ballroom

Music. Red Tape 10pm Brewery Lane
December 24, Wednesday

Christmas Eve Eucharists Spm
Christmas Eve Mass 7pm
Christmas Eve Eucharists 8pm
Christmas Eve Mass 8pm
Christmas Eve Mass 10am, 6pm
Christmas Eve Mass 7.30pm

Live Trad & Folk session 9pm
December 25, Thursday

GOAL Mile 10am-12 noon
Christmas Day Eucharist 10.30am
Christmas Day Mass 10am
Christmas Day Mass Tam
Christmas Day Mass 9am, 12 noon
Christmas Day Mass 10.30am
December 26, Friday

Traditional Music Session 9.30pm

St Stephen’s Day Exiles v Seniors ~ TBC

Find The Joker 10pm

Joe Gibbons 10pm
December 27, Saturday

Musicina Canal Bar Evening Time
Music. Anchormen 10pm

Live Music 10pm

Live Music 10pm

Live Music 10pm

StMatthew’s Ch., Clontuskert
St Catherine’s Ch., Aughrim
Holy Trinity Church, Aughrim
Sacred Heart Ch. Kilconnell
St. Michael’s Church

OurLady Lourdes Ch., Creagh
An Tain Bar

Padraig Pearses GAA Club
StJohn’s Church

Sacred Heart Ch., Kilconnell
St Catherine’s Ch., Aughrim
St. Michael's Church
OurLady Lourdes Ch., Creagh

Emerald Bar

Bsloe RFC

AnTain Bar

Gibbons Pillar House Bar

Shearwater Hotel

Brewery Lane

AnTain, Gibbons Bar, Joe's Bar
Fallon’s, JJ Killeens Shbridge
Broderick’s Bar, Kilconnell

NYE Music. Cowboy Roadshow 10pm Millars Bar, Ballydangan
December 28, Sunday

Social Dancing. Liam Mannering ~ 4.30pm-7pm
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm

Live Music 7pm
Country Dancing 8.30pm
High Reel 9pm

Music. Grapevine 10pm

Shearwater Hotel
AnTain Bar

JJKilleens

Shearwater Hotel
Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Brewery Lane

Country Dancing 8.30pm Shearwater Hotel Live Music 10pm Broderick’s Bar, Kilconnell
December 15, Monday December 29, Monday

Men'’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm
Crafty Girls Classes Tam-Tpm
Pitales with Paula 6.30pm
December 16, Tuesday

Learn English with Féilte Isteach ~ 11.15am

Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm Emerald Ballroom
December 17, Wednesday

Cullens Yard, Main St
E.M.C. Care C,, Brackernagh
Moore Hall

Library

Gullane’s Hotel

by appointment  Fam&Com Resource Centre

French w/ Lizzie Tam-12pm

Crafty Girls Group 11.15am-12.45pm Library
Baby Rhyme Time 11.30am Library
Citizens Inf. Centre Outreach

Pilates 6.30pm

Shannonbridge Village Hall

Cullens Yard, Main St
Gibbons Pillar House Bar

December 30, Tuesday

Men’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm
Music. Kevin Barrett 9pm

Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm

Music. Adrian Rabbitte 9pm
December 31, Wednesday

Musicina Canal Bar Evening Time
Live music 10pm

Music. Fionnan Seale 10pm

New Year Party Music 10pm

Town Band New Year Ring-In

Emerald Ballroom
Gibbons Pillar House Bar

Shearwater Hotel
Brewery Lane

Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Broderick’s Bar, Kilconnell

Before midnight ~ St. Michael’s Square



January 2, Friday

Indoor Country Market 9am-1pm
Tennis. Junior Coaching 4.30pm-5.30pm
Open Tennis 6pm

Traditional Music Session 9.30pm

Find The Joker 10pm

Live music 10pm

January 3, Saturday

Open Tennis 2pm
Musicina Canal Bar Evening Time
Music. The CEOs 10pm

Music. Katie Henshaw & Mike Flynn 10pm

Live Music 10pm

Live Music 10pm
Music. Colum Carroll 10pm
January 4, Sunday

Social Tennis 10am-2pm
Open Tennis 2pm
Ladies Little Xmas 2pm-6pm
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm

Live Music 7pm

January 5, Monday

Men’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm

Parents of Chw Ad.Needs Sup Meet 10.30am-12pm
Bsloe Active Ret Knitting session ~ 10.30-12.30am
Bsloe Active Ret Bowling 10.30-12.30am

Crafty Girls Classes 11am-1pm E.M.C. Care C,, Brackernagh
Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics 2-3pm Coral Leisure Centre
Brazilian jiujitsu, Kickboxing 6pm, 7pm The King's Court Academy
Social Tennis. WoMen’s Evening ~ 6pm Tennis Court

January 6, Tuesday

Yoga with Ju 7.30am,10am  Enterprise Centre
Slimming World Group classes g;rgp?:(;:[:n Shearwater Hotel

Bsloe Active Ret Walking Club 10.30-12.30am  Running Track, Brackernagh
Learn English with Féilte Isteach  11.15am Library

Parenting through Stem TBC Fam&Com Resource Centre
Social Tennis. Men's Evening 6pm Tennis Court

BJJ, Kickboxing 6pm, 7pm The King’s Court Academy
Bsloe Active RetAqua Aerobics ~ 7pm-8pm Coral Leisure Centre
Bridge Club 7.30pm Bridge Rooms, Sarsfield Rd
Road Runners Track Session 7.30pm Dunlo Track, Brackernagh
Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm Emerald Ballroom
Breastfeeding Support Group 10am-11.30am  Youth Work, Marina Point
Social Bridge 11am-1pm Bridge Rooms, Sarsfield Rd
Frenchw/ Lizzie 11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel

Crafty Girls Group 11.15am-12.45pm Library

Baby Rhyme Time 11.30am Library

Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics 2pm-3pm Coral Leisure Centre

Bsloe Active Ret Book Club 3.30pm Bsloe Library

Kids BJJ, BJJ, MMA 5pm, 6pm, 7pm  The King’s Court Academy
Pulse drums programme 6.30pm, 7.30pm  Town Hall Theatre

Tennis. Mixed Doubles/JP Coaching 6.30pm Tennis Court

Yoga with Ju 715pm-8.15pm  Enterprise Centre
Jiving & Social Dancing 8pm Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse
Live Trad & Folk session 9pm AnTain Bar

January 8, Thursday
10am-12noon
10.30-12.30pm

HSE Ukrainian Response Clinic
Bsloe Active Ret Singing Class

JANUARY 2026 EVENTS GUIDE

Social Services Centre
Tennis Court

Tennis Court

Emerald Bar

AnTain Bar

Brewery Lane

Tennis Court

Shearwater Hotel

Brewery Lane

Gibbons Pillar House Bar
AnTain Bar, Joe's Bar
Fallon’s, JJ Killeens Shbridge
Millars Bar, Ballydangan

Tennis Court
Tennis Court
Luker's, Shbridge
AnTain Bar
JJKilleens

Cullens Yard, Main St
Fam&Com Resource Centre
Gullane’s Hotel

Emerald Ballroom Bsloe

Fam&Com Resource Centre
Bsloe Town Band Hall

Irish Conversation 11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel
International Women's Group 11.15am Library

Young Parent Support Programme  Dropin Service ~ Fam&Com Resource Centre
Local Auth. Integration Team Clinic afternoon Fam&Com Resource Centre
Bsloe Active Ret Aqua Aerobics 2pm-3pm Coral Leisure Centre

Bsloe Active Ret Bowling 7pm-9pm Emerald Ballroom Bsloe
Faith &Fun Club 7pm-7.50pm  OurLady of Lourdes Church
Beginners/Improvers Tennis 7pm-8pm Tennis Court

Bridge Club 7.30pm Bridge Rooms, Sarsfield Rd
Road Runners Track Session 7.30pm Dunlo Track, Brackernagh
Tennis. Div.6 MenTraining 8pm-9pm Tennis Court

Folk and Trad Session 9pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Trad Music 9.30pm Fallon’s Bar

January 9, Friday

Yoga with Ju 7.30am,10am  Enterprise Centre

Indoor Country Market

Men’s Shed Meeting

Parent, Child and Toddler group
Traditional Music Session

Find The Joker

Live music

January 10, Saturday

9am-Tpm Social Services Centre
10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
morning Fam&Com Resource Centre
9.30pm Emerald Bar

10pm AnTain Bar

10pm Brewery Lane

11.15am
Local Auth. Integration Team Clinic  afternoon
Young Parent Support Programme  Dropin Service

International Women'’s Group

Library
Fam&Com Resource Centre
Fam&Com Resource Centre

Pilates 6.30pm Shannonbridge Village Hall
Folk and Trad Session 9pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Trad Music 9.30pm Fallon’s Bar

January 23, Friday

Little Kickers 9am, 9.45am, Emerald Ballroom Indoor Country Market 9am-1pm Social Services Centre
10.35am Men's Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
Open Mat 10am-11.30am - TheKing's CourtAcademy  Tyagiional Music Session 9.30pm Emerald Bar
Lions Hockey Club training 11.15am AFCsoccer pitch Find The Joker 10pm An Tain Bar
Musicina Canal Bar EveningTime  Shearwater Hotel Live music 10pm BreweryLane
Music. 3 men &a bass 10pm Brewery Lane
Music. Trevor Cavanagh 10pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar St Gab Conv. St Jo School & ]
Music. Colum Carroll 10pm Millars Bar, Ballydangan Library Talk’ 230pm Library
Live Music 10pm AnTain Bar, Joe's Bar Musicin a Canal Bar EveningTime  Shearwater Hotel
Live Music 10pm Fallon’s, JJ Killeens Shbridge  Pilates 10am Shannonbridge Village Hall
January 11, Sunday . . Fallon’s Bar, JJ Killeens
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm AnTain Bar Hetlusc 1o Shbridge
Live Music 7pm JJKilleens Live Music 10pm A.n Tain Bar, Joe's Bar,
January 12, Monday X Gibbons Bar
Men’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St Mu5fc. R?d Tape 10pm Br{ewery Lane
Crafty Girls Classes Tlam-Tpm E.M.C. Care C., Brackernagh Music. Nightowls 10pm MilrsBar, Balydangan
o
T . Live Trad & Folk session 6pm An Tain Bar
Learn English with Fdilte Isteach ~ 11.15am Library ) . )
After school activities, 10-17y 3.30pm-7pm  YouthworkIr, Marina Point Live Music 7pm llecns
Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm Emerald Ballroom
Men’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
French w/ Lizzie Tam-12pm Gullane’s Hotel Crafty Girls Classes T1am-Tpm ‘E;rl\a/lcﬁe:;egﬁentre
Crafty Girls Group 11.15am-12.45pm Library
Baby Rhyme Time 11.302m Library Learn English with Féilte Isteach ~ 11.15am Library
Golden Years Book Club 11.30am Library Bsloe GAA Bingo gpm e
After school activities, 10-17y 3.30pm-7pm  Youthwork Ir, Marina Point
Jiving & Social Dancing 8pm Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse TR Tam-12pm Gullane's Hotel
LiveTrad & Folk session Spm AnTain Bar (rafty Girls Group 11.15am-12.45pm Library
January 15, Thursday Baby Rhyme Time with Music .
Office Admin Skills course 10am-12pm  Study Centre o 11.30am Library
Irish Conversation Tlam-12pm  Gullane’s Hotel Jiving & Social Dancing 8pm Pédraig Pearses Clubhouse
International Women’s Group 11.15am Library
Afterschool activities, 1017y 3.30pm-7pm  Youthwork Ir, Marina Point Office Admin Skills course 10am-12pm Study Centre
Folk and Trad Session 9pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar Irish Conversation 11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel
Trad Music 9.30pm Fallon’s Bar International Women'’s Group 11.15am Library
January 16, Friday Pilates 6.30pm Shannonbridge Village Hall
Indoor Country Market 9am-Tpm Social Services Centre Folk and Trad Session 9pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar
Men's Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St Trad Music 930pm Fallon’s Bar
Garth Brooks Tribute TBC Shearwater Hotel Music. Take It to the Limit TBC Shearwater Hotel
Traditional Music Session 9.30pm Emerald Bar
Find The Joker 10pm AnTain Bar Indoor Country Market 9am-1pm Social Services Centre
Music. Down the road 10pm Brewery Lane Men's Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
January 17, Saturday Crime Book Club 12noon Library
Musicin a Canal Bar EveningTime  Shearwater Hotel Traditional Music Session 9.30pm Emerald Bar
Music. Kevin Barrett 10pm Gibbons Pillar House Bar Live music 10pm Brewery Lane
Live Music 10pm AnTain, Joe’s, Brewery Lane
Music 10pm Millars Bar, Ballydangan Pilates 10am Shannonbridge Village Hall
Live Music 10pm Fallon’s, JJ illeens Shbridge  Musicin a Canal Bar EveningTime  Shearwater Hotel
January 18, Sunday Music. Beggars Velvet 10pm Brewery Lane
Live Trad & Folk session 6pm An Tain Bar . . Fallon’s Bar, JJ Killeens
) ) ) Live Music 10pm s
Live Music 7pm JJKilleens Shbridge
January 19, Monday Live Music 10pm JG;ZZ(g:PiIIarHouse Bar,
Men’s Shed Meeting 10am-2pm Cullens Yard, Main St
Crafty Girls Classes 11am-Tpm E.M.C. Care C,, Brackernagh it L0 G GElL R
JLa""a'Eﬂ‘l’;L“efd;ihl — . PLEASE SUPPORT WHERE
earn English with Féilte Istead| 15am ibrary
Bsloe GAA Bingo 8pm Emerald Ballroom YOU CAN ’ THOSE B USINESSES
& ADVERTISERS THAT SUPPORT
French w/ Lizzie 11am-12pm Gullane’s Hotel OUR CO M MU NITY
Crafty Girls Group 11.15am-12.45pm Library
Baby Rhyme Time 11.30am Library
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Out And About

: s o Ballinasloe AFC Under 12 players on their debut for Athlone Town
Supporters gathered at Glentaun to welcome home Academy. Pictured left to right are Nathan Kelly, Harry Kinsella, Jack Duffy
the Three in A Row Wmnngumor Hurlers. and Tiernan Hogan. Missing from the photo is Aaron Connaughton.

Garbally Leaving Certificate
Class of 1965

56 boys sat the Leaving Certificate
exam in 1965 in Garbally and 60
years later, 21 of them returned
for a reunion in Gullane's Hotel.

BACK ROW (L-R): Pat Fineran, Martin
Egan, John Burke, MI Mulryan, Peter
Sobolewski, and Peter Kenny.

MIDDLE Row (L-R): Kevin Keane,
Eamon Gullane, Tom Nugent,

Robert Scott, Martin Smyth, Frank
Grenham, and Joe McGovern.

FRONT ROW (L-R): John Kafferley,
Ollie Keegan, Tommy Elder, Enda

Lohan, Fr Gordon Ryan, Paddy
Lally, and Edward Deeney.

Missing from the photo
is Michael Burke.
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PEOPLE MATTERS | NOT PROPERTY

At first glance, it might seem like I'm just in the business of selling houses — but for me,
it's much more personal than that. Every sale, every move, every set of keys tells a story.
And at the heart of it all are the people — their journeys, their milestones, and their

next chapter.

Helping people move on to new beginnings is what fires me up every day. That's what
makes this job so rewarding — not just the sale itself, but knowing I've helped someone
take the next step in their life with confidence and peace of mind.

When I first meet a homeowner, | always start with a few simple questions:
-  Why are you selling?

-  What's your next move?

-  What kind of timeline are you working towards?

Once | understand your situation and goals, | can put together a plan that fits you — not
just your property. From there, we'll work together to present your home in its best light
and reach the right buyers.

Buying or selling a home can be a big deal. It's exciting, but it can also feel overwhelming.
My role is to guide you through it all — keeping things clear, calm, and as stress-free as
possible.

For me, being an estate agent is personal . I'm passionate about property, but even more
so about people. Every home has its own story, and | treat each sale with the same care
and attention I'd give to my own. Clear communication, honest advice, and genuine care
are at the heart of everything | do. Trust is the foundation of every successful sale.

As the year comes to a close, | want to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone I've had the
pleasure of working with. Your trust and support mean the world to me. It's been a joy
helping so many local families and individuals reach their property goals — and | look
forward to helping many more in the year ahead.

If you're thinking about selling in the new year, or just curious about your options, I'd
love to have a friendly, no-pressure chat. No obligations, no hard sell — just an open
conversation about what might work best for you.

I've also been lucky to receive some lovely feedback from clients. Their words mean a lot —
not just because they reflect a sale, but because they show the experience felt personal and positive:

“I highly recommend Kevin if you're buying or selling. He's professional but personable, with excellent communication
throughout. He managed to sell and purchase a property for me within three weeks and made me feel at ease about putting my
house on the market." - Olivia

“Kevin did an excellent job selling our house. He was professional, straightforward, and kept us informed every step of the way.
His market knowledge and attention to detail made the process smooth and stress-free!’ - Karagh

“Kevin is fantastic — friendly, helpful, and knowledgeable. We could call him any time and nothing was too much to ask. A huge
thank you from my family for helping us achieve our dream of owning our own home!” - Eva

“Kevin promised he'd find us a home that ticked all the boxes, and he delivered 110%. From start to finish, he was transparent,
communicative, and great fun, making the move much easier than we imagined.” - Sinead

091 396 420 /

Kevin O'Flynn ' cg gt o jebiziaccas

KELLERWILLIAMS

PSRA 004300
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Portiuncula Downgrade Challenge

By Colm Croffy

PMA has escalated the downgrade =
of PUH to the Oireachtas Petitions
and Ombudsman Committee and the
Public Accounts Committee, citing a
persistent lack of transparency. '
As a member of the Regional Health
Forum West, Clir Parsons has [j
persistently sought clarity from the HSE
onthe evidence-based rationale behind
the reconfiguration of maternity services. Despite repeated
requests, no independent clinical assessments, published risk
analysis, or equality and human rights impact evaluations have
been provided to elected representatives. The absence of such
fundamental documentation has raised serious questions about
the transparency of the changes being implemented.

Cllr Parsons’ engagement with the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) recently resulted in detailed questions being put to HSE
CEO Bernard Gloster by Albert Dolan TD for East Galway.

The responses, Cllr Parsons noted, revealed “stark
inconsistencies” between national-level acknowledgementsand
the information provided to regional representatives. Similar
discrepancies have emerged in responses to parliamentary
questions raised by Dr Martin Daly TD at the Health Committee
and by Claire Kerrane TD in the Dail.

“This is not a routine operational adjustment — it is a major
regional reconfiguration of maternity access across eight
counties,” Cllr Parsons said. “It is wholly unacceptable that such
a significant policy shift is proceeding without independent
external scrutiny, without direct Ministerial engagement with
Forum members, or a transparent evidence base.”

Cllr Parsons also criticised the HSE's most recent update on
7 November to elected members, and she did not join in
welcoming a narrative which framed the removal of maternity
outpatient services from the main hospital block as a positive
“progress”.

“Separating maternity outpatient care from the main hospital
block will distance it from essential core maternity support

Buy your School Uniform

Online

KIDZ
KORNER

KidzKorner.ie ®
087-2722849

kidzkornerclothing@outlook.com

services and may represent yet
another step in the downgrade, and
it is important to really question what
‘progress’ is being advanced,” she said.
“A reported 78% implementation rate
of recent report recommendations
ignores the long-standing failure to
implement core governance and safety
recommendations from the Walker
Report going back to 2018 — failures that should have been
addressed before any service withdrawal was considered.”
Portiuncula Maternity Alliance's petition of 15,000 signatures
has been escalated to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Public
Petitions and the Ombudsman, seeking a full review of the
process, access to documentation, and a transparent evidence
trail. “We also requested the Petitions Committee to engage
with the Oireachtas Health Committee and other committees
to examine the issues, broader policy implications, and regional
equity concerns.”

At Regional Forum level, Cllr Parsons has tabled a motion
calling for Department of Health engagement and immediate
HIQA inspections of both PUH and University Hospital Galway
maternity units — neither of which has undergone a maternity-
specific inspection since 2019, despite significant changes to
patient pathways. “If risks were serious enough to divert women
to distant units, one would expect they would trigger a national
escalation and an independent inspection of safety risks before
— not after — decisions were made,” she said.

Cllr Parsons says that local representatives continually highlight
the impact on families, clinicians, and communities across the
West and Midlands, citing increased travel distances, reduced
choice, and pressure on already stretched services. “This is
clearly now a national issue; there is an evident need to get
beyond regional structures to test processes and confidence in
the seat of power,” she concluded. “Decisions affecting women
and families in our wide region demand full transparency,
independent oversight, and direct Ministerial accountability.”

~AHASCRAGH DISTILL
LUXURY TOUR

1L 6. 6. 6 & ¢

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT!

A FULLY GUIDED DISTILLERY TOUR WITH A 5 COURSE TASTING MENU
IN THE CLAN COLLA RESTAURANT FEATURING AN INTEGRATED
WHISKEY TASTING, PAIRING OUR SPIRITS TO THE DISHES

AVAILABLE FOR 5 DATES ONLY
OcT 31 /Nov 21 /DEC 19/ JAN 16/ FEB 14

Book in store or Online at Ahascraghdistillery.com
call (0)90 9688343 email tours@ahascraghdistillery.com
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Christmas Classics By Candlelight

Music fans will be delighted this winter when the Midlands
String Quartet brings the festive spirit to life. They will be
performing in a special “Christmas Classics by Candlelight”
concert at St John's Church of Ireland, Society St, on Saturday,
December 6.

The classically trained quartet features Anne Phelan (Violin I),
Niamh O'Raw (Violin II), William Cullagh (Viola), and Gary Doherty
(Cello). Their concert will feature a blend of timeless Christmas
music, combining the magical sounds of a string quartet with
the soaring vocals of renowned Irish soprano Yvonne O'Toole.
The evening promises to be a celebration of both instrumental
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By Maria Connolly

Image from: facebook.com/p/Midlands-String-Quartet-61556588671254/

beauty and song, creating the perfect atmosphere to celebrate
the start of the holiday season.

Doors for the concert open at 7.30pm, with the concert beginning
at 8pm. Tickets are available at the door, priced €20 for adults,
€15 for pensioners and students, and €10 for children. If you
are unable to make this concert, the Midlands String Quartet will
also be performing in Portlacise on Saturday, December 13.

The event is one of several taking place in St John's Church over
the Christmas season. A carol service will be held in the church
on Sunday, December 14, at 10am, and Christmas Day Eucharist
will take place on Thursday, December 25, at 10.30am.

Ladge & Marina is a boutique hotel located off

\ln\
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Town Band Tunes Up For Tinsel Time By Colm Croffy

When Halloween falls, can Christmas be far behind? ...
And so it is with Ballinasloe Town Band, as Bandmaster
Frank Kennedy files away the summer tune sheets and
dusts down the Christmas music scores. “It's the most
wonderful time of the year,” as the band gets busy
with rehearsals for the upcoming Christmas season.

The band was honoured to once again be invited to
provide the pre-event entertainment for the People of
the Year Award ceremony 2025 in the Shearwater Hotel.
They were especially delighted to have been nominated
and short-listed in two categories. Long-serving band
member JJ Smith was deservedly nominated for the
Creative Arts, Heritage and Culture Individual Award,
where the hallmark of his service is his reliability.

The second nomination was for the band itself in
the Community Group Awards, in recognition §
of its many contributions to the town and its §

‘% The band will host its Christmas concert in the
hinterland. ]

" Town Hall Theatre on Friday, December 19,
from 7.30pm. St Brigid's Community Choir from
Kiltoom will be the special guests for the event.
». The junior band will also be making their first
public appearance. Tickets will be available
for purchase at the door, with 50% of

the proceeds going to the Portiuncula
' Paediatric Unit.

November is traditionally a time for
remembering those we love who
pass on to their eternal reward, and
the town band remembered all
its deceased members as well as
deceased family members at Mass
in St. Michael's Church recently.

% Visitations to local nursing homes will

occur throughout December as the band
brings Christmas cheer to the residents.

As for Christmas activities, the band
will host its annual fundraiser, the

Christmas Craft and Gift Fair, in the
Band Hall, Dunlo Street, on Sunday,
December 7, from 11am-4pm.
Entertainment will be provided by the
Active Retirement Association Choir and
an ensemble of members of the town
band. Delectable treats will be on offer

The traditional ringing-in of the New Year will
occur prior to midnight on December 31 at the
horse statue in St. Michael's Square (weather
permitting). The month of January will then be
devoted to learning new music and preparing
for any event requests that are received.

Bandmaster Frank Ke
German trumpet player Erik Wybitul

SURMODICS COFFEE MORNING
AND CAKE SALE IN SUPPORT OF
GALWAY HOSPICE!

SURMODICS

Surmodics were delighted to recently host
our annual Halloween-themed Coffee
Morning and Cake Sale to raise money for
Galway Hospice.

This event has become a much-loved
tradition for us, and this year was no
exception. Our talented employees baked
a wide range of spooktacular Halloween-
themed treats — from brownies, cookies,
and rice krispie treats to banana bread and
cheesecake — all of which were enjoyed
(and quickly sold out!) on the day.

A huge thank you to everyone who
contributed — whether by baking or
donating. We’re proud to support such a
worthy cause and to see our team come
together once again to make a difference
for Galway Hospice, which does amazing
work in our community.
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Town Hall Theatre Closes Out Busy Year

| CULTURE

By Colm Croffy

v |

Pupils from Ardscoil Mhuire and Garbally College in
the Transition Year production of Annie.

from the Community Climate Action Fund, have been an
incredible addition and have had a positive effect on the
building’s energy footprint.

Backstage, worn and damaged flooring in the back
hallway and bathrooms was replaced with fresh,
easy-to-maintain laminate. The bathrooms were also
refreshed with a new coat of paint, and there are plans
in place to continue painting throughout the rest of the
backstage area in the coming months. The tired swing
doors from the porch into the foyer have been replaced
with a bespoke set, much more complementary to the
foyer's new aesthetic, thanks to funding from Galway
County Council's Local Enhancement Fund.

Earlier this year, an application to the Community Centre's
Investment Fund was successful, resulting in a grantaward

There is lots of festive fun to look forward to in the Town Hall
Theatre this December. First, B'sloe Panto will bring Puss in
Boots to the stage for eight shows from Monday, 8 December,
to Sunday, 14 December.

Then, on Friday, 19 December, Ballinasloe Town Band will fill
the venue with yuletide cheer in a special Christmas recital -
definitely one not to be missed.

There is also plenty coming up early in the New Year, including
Clonfert College’s Transition Year production and Ballinasloe
Musical Society's Shrek.

2025 was a busy year for the theatre, both on stage and behind
the scenes. The auditorium saw sell-out performances for
Ardscoil Mhuire's heartwarming Transition Year production of
Annie, Ballinasloe Musical Society's enchanting and colourful The
Little Mermaid, In Step’s magical Imagine That, AKT's lively Get Your
AKT Together, and Milkshake Dance & Performance Academy’s
energy-filled Elevs.

Away from the stage, work continued to improve and safeguard
the building. Solar panels, installed in March, thanks to funding
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of just over €67k. This money will be used to refurbish the
seats in the auditorium, install a brand-new stage curtain,
and carry out external stonework. The committee is working hard
to get everything in place for these works to be carried out in spring
2026.

Group 8 and local artist Amy Naughton both took up residence
in rented rooms in the theatre this year, and their addition has
been highly successful. Group 8 has held numerous successful
workshops since the summer, encompassing a wide variety of
art forms, with plenty more planned for both young and old in
the new year.

The Town Hall Theatre Committee will host their AGM on
Thursday, 15 January, at 8pm in the theatre, and all are welcome
to attend. They would like to thank everyone who has supported
the theatre over the past year.

“Your continued patronage and generosity is greatly appreciated
and goes a long way to ensuring that this fantastic venue will be
here to serve the community for many years to come. Wishing
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!” stated Maire
Hughes, Chairperson.

maintenonce
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Brian Casey - Curatmg the Glasnevin Legacy

By Colm Croffy

Dr Brian Casey

Dublin Cemeteries Trust (DCT) recently announced Portnick’s
Dr Brian Casey as its new Historian and Archives Manager,
bringing a wealth of historical expertise and archival
knowledge to one of Ireland’s most significant heritage
organisations.

Dr Casey holds a PhD in Modern Irish History from Maynooth
University and a Diploma in Archives and Records Management
from Dundee University.

“History was always my favourite and strongest subject in
school. I was very lucky that my family, especially my mother,
encouraged and supported this love. The first history book I
remember buying was Tadhg MacLoughlin's Ballinasloe: Inniu
agus Inne," he recalls.

This interest was nurtured by excellent teaching in Creagh
National School and Garbally College. “I was lucky to have a lot of
supportive teachers. Joe Molloy and Michael Lally were inspiring
English teachers. But really, Pat Johnston was my biggest
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influence to study history. She always sought to challenge us,
getting us to think differently about the past,” he states.

He ventured to Maynooth University to become a history teacher
but got to write an essay on the Clancarty family, which eventually
grew into a PhD: ‘Land, politics and religion on the Clancarty estate,
east Galway, 1851-1914', which he finished in 2011.

The challenge in writing about the Clancarty family and estate
was the lack of estate papers. Clonbrock and Mahonin Ahascragh
have left a good tranche of estate papers but, luckily, Ballinasloe
had a vibrant newspaper culture, which he stitched together
for his PhD, becoming a sort of ‘history from below’ rather than
from the Big House.

He graduated in 2011 during the depths of the post-Celtic Tiger
recession. Bishop John Kirby was looking for an archivist at the
time, so he moved back home for a couple of years to work there.

That work helped him secure a post as FMDM Fellow in the
History of Catholicism at Durham University, where he worked
between 2020 and 2024. He is finishing a book on the Franciscan
Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood, who built and managed
Portiuncula Hospital.

“It was a challenging and rewarding job. I saw the world visiting
archives. I visited Australia, Italy, Malaysia, Singapore, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. I believe historians should always try and visit
where they are writing about. Seeing the landscape, hearing
the noises and meeting people can help offer a subtlety to
understanding that can't be derived from sitting in a library all
the time,” he explains.

He moved back to Ireland in 2024, spending his time on freelance
projects and writing, but also found time to set up a history book
club.

His new post at Glasnevin Cemetery sees him research, write,
and speak about the cemeteries and their place in Irish history.

It has been an active cemetery since 1832, since the first burial
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of Michael Carey in 1832. E.
As well as being an |
active cemetery, it also
runs daily tours and has
a Visitor Centre. Some
of the most significant
figures in Irish history are
buried here.

Reflecting on heritage
issues he states: “Growing
up, history, especially
local history, seemed to
be the preserve of older
people looking to engage
in nostalgic views of the
past. I think in the past

Some members of Dr. Brian’s family who came to his recent talk in Gullane’s
-T.Ryan, A. Hurley, M. Casey (mum), Dr. Brian, S. Og Hurley, N. Hurley.

| CULTURE

¥ :" /| is getting better. “The

: interest fostered in a
structured way by the
Ballinasloe and District

Heritage Society and
other like-minded
® groups through their
" public lectures and

hostings. A lot more can
. be unleashed. I am sure
there are people who
think nothing particularly
interesting happened in
this part of the world. I
was one of those people
untii I started PhD
research and was blown

ten years, there has been

a huge growth in interest in local history. The success of the
Ballinasloe and District Heritage Society is testament to the huge
surgein this interest, often starting with people researching their
own family history. In addition, the availability of many sources
online that are free or affordable has democratised history, to an
extent, and that is a great thing.”

He is encouraged by contemporary
engagement with history — songs being
foundin archives, recorded, and now seeping
into  public consciousness. “Podcasts,
movies, TV shows and documentaries try to
be more attentive to the historical record.
However, we need to be careful not to take
simplistic views of the past. The survival of
evidence is fragmented and contradictory
and there are gaps in our understanding.
Nostalgia is dangerous for history. It risks
‘the condescension of posterity’ and does
not navigate towards a healthy future for the
world,” he asserts.

Asked about the current generation's

Dr Casey with Newstalk’s Sean Moncrieff

away by the personalities,
ideas and movements in the area,” he acknowledges.

“There is a better historical literacy in Ireland than in the UK. I
find the history section in an Irish bookshop broader, more
varied and interesting. I think we are good in Ireland at seeking
to understand the past. I spoke to local history societies in the
UK, and the demographic was quite elderly.
In Ireland, it can be a bit more mixed,” he
notes.

As for those who think it's old hat, he has
strong advice: “History is an excellent subject
for any young person who may not be sure
what they want to do as a career after third
level. It is a good grounding for many career
choices — teaching, civil service, law or
even in new industries. It teaches critical
. thinking, writing and understanding difficult
. concepts. There can be a lot of reading and
| that can be challenging but also rewarding.
| Some of the best and the worst writers are
% historians!” he laughs.

shepherding of local history, he feels it
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B'sloe Panto Produces Puss in Boots

By Maria Connolly

Will has been left with nothing but
the family cat after his father’s
passing, but there is so much more
to this moggy than meets the eye.
Clever and charming, this cat might
be about to make all of Will's dreams
come true. B'sloe Panto’s production
of Puss in Boots is about to take to
the stage of the Town Hall Theatre,
running from 8-14 December.

This year's cast features an
assortment of panto staples along
with some new faces. The title role
of Puss in Boots will be played by
sixth-year Clonfert College student
Alannah Grenham. Alannah has
a passion for acting and singing,
having played the lead in her
Transition Year musical Calamity
Jane in 2024 and Princess Rose in last

.! ' 5 s 8

The Principals of B'sloe Panto’s production of Puss in Boots.
FRONT ROW (L TO R): Miriam D'arcy, Shantelle Hodgins

and Alannah Grenham. MIDDLE ROW (L TOR): Patrick
Hanrahan, Mike O'Reilly, Doireann Gilmore and

is delighted to return for this regal role.
Shantelle is a fifth-year student at Clonfert
College and has been taking part in panto
since 2017. A talented dancer, Shantelle is
no stranger to performing on stage, and
audiences may recognise her following
her stellar performance as the titular
Annie in the town’s Transition Year musical
earlier this year. Fellow fifth-year student
Miriam D'Arcy was also involved in Annie,
bringing the unscrupulous antagonist Mrs.
Hannigan to life. She will be the narrator of
the show and guide the audience through
the story of Puss in Boots.

No panto is complete without a nefarious
villain, and Lord Rodger definitely fits the
bill. Des Grealis, originally from Co. Mayo
but now living in Athlone, will be playing
him. Des is a seasoned performer and is
looking forward to joining the team again,

year's panto.

Karen Dowd. Back Row (L T0R): Tom Devine and Des
Grealis. MiSSING FRoM PHOTO: Koby Campbell.

having played the role of Gorgon in their

Will, a good-natured daydreamer, is

being played by Patrick Hanrahan. An accomplished musician
and singer, he has taken part in several shows, including playing
the title role in last year's Jack and the Beanstalk. Doireann
Gilmore is returning for her fourth show, taking on the role of
Will's prim and proper aunt, Dame Hettie. Etiquette-obsessed
and slightly judgmental, she has a soft spot for her nephew and
she isn't about to leave him all alone to fend for himself.

Mike O'Reilly, Karen Dowd, and Shantelle Hodgins will be playing
the royal family of King Herbert, Queen Mildred, and Princess
Alice. Mike is a panto veteran and was awarded B'sloe Panto's
Lifetime Achievement Award in a surprise ceremony during one
of last year's performances.

After making her panto debut last year, Ballinasloe native Karen

Divilly’s Carryout Off Licence.
Dunlo St., Bollinosloe, Co. Galway

2022 production, Cinderella. In true villain
form, Lord Rodger is aided in his scheming
by a pair of henchmen, Nosmo and Nopar King, played by the
dynamic duo of Tom Devine and Koby Campbell. Tom is a first-
year student at Clonfert College who loves performing and has
been involved with panto since he was six. Koby has also been
involved in panto since he was little and was even part of the
most junior chorus group when B'sloe Panto first did Puss in
Boots back in 2014.

Puss in Boots runs from 8-14 December in the Town Hall Theatre,
beginning nightly at 7.30pm, with matinees on Saturday and
Sunday at 2.30pm. Tickets range from €15-€17 and are available
online at www.buytickets.at/bsloepanto or on the door. Pre-
booking is advised. For more info, find B'sloe Panto on Facebook
or Instagram.
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Liam Curley: A Lifetime on Stage and in Service

By Colm Croffy

There is something deeply engaging about Liam Curley,
the retired psychiatric nurse, addiction counsellor, and
passionate champion of drama and live performance; his
energy is something to behold.

A biography is warranted for his contribution to psychiatric care
west of the River Shannon and for his pioneering work in the
then HSE-managed and acclaimed addiction unit connected
with St. Brigid’s.

There are many souls enjoying a life free of addictive harm and

countless families locally and in the Midwest who feel
s In his debt — Liam as a kind, generous and wise
.. counsellor — but for the purposes of this insight,
"\ itis his lifelong engagement with drama and the
|\ stage that we are focusing on.

For a local who has given nearly six decades of
effort and entertainment to the stage, it's hard
to fathom where the impulse first came.

He seems to pin it on his tactical switch of
domicile when he arrived from Drum to his aunt
and uncle, Joe Kelly (he of the travelling shop
fame), in Portnick at about 10 years of
age.

He recalls with affection his
secondary education in St

Michael's Vocational School,

with a very kind and enthusiastic

teacher, Gabriel Rohan, “having
some good influence over
us — well at least me and my
good buddy, the late Pat Joe
Guinnessey.”

Plays, literature, and radio
featured heavily in his Creagh
youth, and eventually he found
himself in the committee vortex
of the new Macra na Tuaithe

movement (today's Fordige), with a club being founded in
Creagh.

“These were heady days in the mid-60s. These clubs, usually
set up by a busy curate or teacher — in our case Mr. Folen —
were huge in giving youngsters from a variety of backgrounds
confidence to make speeches, recite, debate, act, dance, and
sing,” Liam recalls.

There was a show on RTE Radio at the time, on Sunday
afternoons, called Down the Country with Desmond — the father
of acclaimed actress Brenda Fricker — and Liam was auditioned
to go on the show and chat about forming new clubs.

“No sooner had the show gone out when my PP, Fr. Egan in the
home parish in Drum, was on to my mother to get the lad down
here to set up a club. I had to cycle out to the hall; first fella in
the door that night was Brendan Shine — and we all know what
happened him,” laughs Liam.

“The 60s in town were a marvellous purple patch for amateur
performance with the energy of Fr. Ryle’s Relays (first group
to get the rights to John B's Sive) and all the Dermot Connolly-
produced pieces. With great performers like Patti Maguire,
Paddy Cormican, Pat Joe Carey — we were all drawn to the
footlights in some way during the time,” he states.

Post-Leaving Cert he still remembers his application interview
to be a nurse, with the late Jack Halpin and Frank Dooley on the
panel. His training involved some general nursing in the UK —
where, of course, he met the love of his life, Nuala.

Back in the late 60s and early 70s, he found himself Chairman
of the Canteen Committee in St. Brigid's. Part of their onerous
duties was supporting the programme of the late Jack Creaven,
who was elected Entertainment Officer.

“In the 70s and 80s, extracurricular on-site entertainment was
very much staff and patients having fun together, whether it
was outings, sports days, or the variety shows or concerts in
the small hall in the Pines — where Barry Lally might produce
a sketch or two, Tom Quinn might gather the trad musicians
for 12 rehearsals before 15 minutes of performance, and we
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all provided comic relief
for the situation we found
ourselves in.”

The building of the Dr. John
O'Shea Recreation Hall after
a fire in the early 80s gave
the hospital site an oasis of
entertainment and indoor
sports possibilities, which
the Canteen Committee
cabal were quick to develop. f

The DNA from the Pines Site
Variety Shows moved under
Barry Lally's theatrical
skills into the St. Brigid's
Drama Society, made up of
staff and associates of the
campus.

Cupid Wore Skirts by Sam Cree

| CULTURE

for example, with Aidan
Dervan in My Fair Lady —
but it is with the amateur
players of the outlying
villages (Taughmaconnell,
Aughrim, Fohenagh, Caltra,
Mountbellew) that he has
W enjoyed the most in recent
® decades.

Pride of place, of course,
must go to the Moore and
Cloonfad District Drama
Society, which has a huge
and loyal following for
their three- to four-night

“It was a sort of Project Arts
Centre on the Suck under the artistic vision and leadership of
Barry, who was a colossus in his knowledge of theatre, drama,
the skills of set-making and lighting to produce. We were all his
apprentices — Eamon Fallon on lights, Paddy Seale on transport,
Frank Dooley as secretary, Martin Stack for crew, and Mary
O'Connell and Pat Vaughan — staples for principals,” explains
Liam.

The first play was Ibsen’s Ghosts — not for the faint-hearted!
They set the bar high and toured the am-dram circuit. Iris
Ballard, adjudicator at the Roscommon Drama Festival, referred
to it as “most enlightening and entertaining.”

Liam was performing, set-building, and lighting in this nursery
of talent when he was pressed upon to direct the St. Francis of
Assisi show, celebrating 800 years, written by Dr. Michael O'Dowd
and staged as a fundraiser for PUH in the early 80s.

He has not looked back — or stopped — since. Highlights of
his career include a love affair with the Listowel writer John B.,
and directing Eileen Quinn in The Field. He giggles aloud when
recalling directing the redoubtable Dermot Connolly in Moll.

He still performs on and off stage with the Musical Society —

The cast and director of Moore & Cloonfad Drama Society’s production of Separate performances of plays
Beds, staged this weekend. SEATED FRoM LEFT: Aoife Hibbitt, Finola O'Brien, Liam annually.
Curley (director), Bernie Greene, Niall Flynn. STANDING FROM LEFT: Sharon D'Arcy, Oliver e t iust about th
Grenham, Tom Costello, Padraic Egan, Nuala Murray. MISSING FRoM PHOTO: Ben Halpin. . S not just a Ol,J €
——————— lines — they are indeed

demanding — but all the
actors on stage must understand the dynamics. And I think what
the St. Brigid's Drama apprenticeship taught me was the value of
ensemble playing.”
He has tales of tilly lamps burning fingers on stage, sets arriving
to wrong halls, actors arriving a little too oiled for moisturiser
application, and misspelled posters in spades — we must get
them recorded!

As to the secret of a good amateur production, for Liam it's simple:
“You must make rehearsals as enjoyable as possible for all who
give of their time, and you must always respect the audience.”

He undertook his most recent producer role with the Moore and
Cloonfad team this spring with the acclaimed play Single Beds
by Sam Cree.

When not producing, reading or preparing, he is enjoying a calm
retirement with his wife Nuala and their children Caroline, Aiden,
Dermot, Siobhan, Ann and Aoife, and their many grandkids.

For Liam, he is indeed a fervent believer that “The Show Must
Go On"!

Thursday 27" November until Tuesday Znd December at the Black Box Theatre, Dyke Road, Galway
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Fair and Festival “Renews"” Traditions

By Maria Connolly

The town recently showed once again why it holds a special
place in the life of the West. The 2025 Fair and Festival drew
record crowds over two weekends, combining fine livestock,
entertainment, and a proud celebration of tradition at one of
Ireland’s greatest rural gatherings.

Dating back to the 1700s, when it was known across Europe
as the Great October Fair, the event was once the largest of its
kind on the continent. In 2025, that heritage felt alive again,
with the Fair Green filled with energy; horses changing hands,
neighbours meeting, and visitors enjoying a scene that has
defined the town for centuries.

The opening weekend saw the Ballinasloe Credit Union Horse of
the Fair Lunging Competition, which was
judged by retired champion jockey Davy
Russell, Commandant Geoff Curran, and
local horse trainer and breeder Damien
Griffin. “It was my first time judging here,
and the atmosphere was unbelievable,”
said Davy. “You hear about [the fair] all
your life, but nothing prepares you for it
— the scale, the passion, the pride.”

The second weekend began in §
spectacular fashion with the Supermac's
Fireworks Display on Friday night
lighting up the skies above the town.

Saturday showcased the best of local breeding. The Showing
Classes for young foals, Connemaras, and Irish Draughts
reflected the depth of quality. The Overall Foal of the Fair later
sold for a substantial sum — proof that the fair remains at the
heart of Ireland’s horse world.

The Traditional Sheep Fair, also on Saturday, drew entries from
East Galway, Roscommon, and Westmeath. “It's great to see the
sheep section thriving — it's such an important part of the Fair’s
story, and it's getting bigger and bigger each year,” said Blanaid
Gallagher of the Galway Sheep Association.

There was a moving moment when Karen Lyons and her brother
James presented the Sheep of the Fair 2025 award in memory
of their late father, Jimmy Lyons, who had been deeply involved
with the Fair. “Dad loved the Fair,” said Karen. “It's lovely to see
him remembered in this way.”

The Credit Union Soundstage and Festival Music Marquee kept
crowds entertained with live performances from local artists,
including a standout show by Cliona Hagan. The Bread Basket
Dog Show, Street Tug of War, Vintage Vehicle Display, Motorbike
Stunt Show, and baking, art, and craft displays rounded off an
action-packed programme.

Festival Chairman, Mal Croffy, reflected proudly on what he
called a landmark year.

“Tt was a great fair with a wonderful turnout,” he said. “The second
weekend always feels like our own Thanksgiving — people come

home, the place fills up, and there's a great buzz around.”

Mal thanked his fellow committee members, whose dedication
throughout the year made the event possible, and the many
sponsors, including: Gullane’s Hotel, Ballinasloe Credit Union,
Galway County Council, Supermac’s, Truir Construction,
KPW Print Management, Shearwater Hotel, Galway Rural
Development, Dolan's Centra, and Moycairn Lodge. A full list of
sponsors is available online.

Among the visitors was TD Martin Daly, who praised the event's
enduring legacy:

“The townspeople should be proud of the rich heritage they
have: a fabulous fair with huge history,
and plenty of warmth, friendship, and
joy,” he said.

 Now that the Fair Green lies quiet again,
talk around town is of how good the
2025 edition was. Mal Croffy summed up
the feeling shared by many: “The 2025
| Fair and Festival didn't just celebrate the
past; it renewed it. And in doing so, it
reminded everyone that Ballinasloe will
always be home to the Great October
Fair.”
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Forever 80s Galway Radio Lights Up December By Maria Connolly

Abright spark of nostalgia is lighting up the West this winteras  contribution plays a vital role in keeping :
Forever 80s Galway Radio brings the magic of the eighties back  the music flowing and the project thriving. el =, ﬂ'%
to the airwaves — with an extra festive twist. Broadcasting  Readers are encouraged to support these [ ’g\ =%

80S-

proudly from Ballinasloe and reaching listeners acrossIreland,  advertisers whenever possible — their
the station is already loved for its upbeat mix of neon-soaked involvement helps ensure that community-
classics, but this December it's adding even more sparkle. focused initiatives like this one can continue GALWAY ——
Throughout the month, listeners can enjoy all their festive favourites  to grow. RADIO
alongside the decade’s greatest hits, creating the perfect soundtrack for ~ All revenue raised by the station during its i’
the season. seasonal broadcast will be used directly :
The station is also shining a spotlight on young local talent. One of the ~ to support Ballinasloe's festive lighting.
real highlights this year is the brilliant series of radio pieces created by ~ These funds help brighten the town each
the Transition Year students of Clonfert College. Christmas, creating a warm and welcoming atmosphere for residents
This wonderful project is proudly supported and run in partnership  and visitors alike. With rising costs, community backing has never been
with our local Credit Union, giving students hands-on experience in ~ more important, and every contribution makes a real difference.
broadcasting, storytelling and community engagement. Their creativity ~ For those wishing to help keep Ballinasloe shining brightly, donations to
and effort shine through every segment, and we're delighted to  the festive light fund can be made easily by visiting forever80sradio.ie
showcase their work on air. Their work adds a fresh, creative touch to  and clicking on the Merry Christmas banner.

the line-up while giving students valuable experience in broadcasting ~ Whether you tune in for the music, the memories or the festive cheer,
and media production. It's a true celebration of community involvement ~ Forever 80s Galway Radio offers something special for everyone this
and local voices. December — a joyful blend of local pride, seasonal magic and timeless
Forever 80s Galway Radio continues to be backed by a strong network  eighties energy. Turn it up, enjoy the glow, and be part of something
of local businesses who support the station through advertising. Their ~ brighter. To listen, just ask your smart speaker to “Play Forever 80s

Galway Radio”.

Cancer Support Service New Chair g/

East Galway & Midlands Cancer Support is excited to offer the Ultra Telsa Seat, a non-invasive
physiotherapy treatment for strengthening the pelvic floor.

It uses advanced electromagnetic technology to create thousands of contractions, simulating an intensive
workout. This innovative approach helps address issues like urinary incontinence, pelvic organ prolapse, and
erectile dysfunction. It can also relieve back pain caused by weak pelvic floor muscles.

Backed by scientific evidence, the Ultra Telsa Seat offers a comfortable and effective solution for treating k

conditions in both men and women. It is painless, can be used fully clothed, and can be adjusted to suit the .

user's comfort. 95% of users reported improvements after six 28-minute sessions. Jacqueline Daly, Director of Services
at East Galway & Midlands Cancer

To find out more, please contact Jacqueline on (090) 989 7111. Support, with the new Ultra Tesla chair.

Rounwell Funeral Direciors

Ballinasloe, Co. Galway &
Doon, Ballinahown, Athlone

. Tel: (090) 9642127
Yy . Mob: 086 8500629/8

“Email: rothwellpuneral@gmail.com
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Tennis Club Enjoying Autumn Season

The tennis club’s autumn/winter |
programmeisin full swing. As well as
activities on weeknights, they have
tennis taster sessions for adults on
Thursday evenings from 7-8pm. The
club has all-weather, flood-lit courts,
making tennis a great sport to try
out during the darker evenings, and
non-members can pay as you go.

The club continues to go from
strength to strength in competitions.

The Division 5 men’s team with two Midland League
coordinators. L-R: Tim Conway (Midland League Coordinator),
Robert Riddell, Michael Bleahene, Vincent Hall, Martin
Sibanda, and Pat 0'Gorman (Midland League Coordinator).

By Maria Connolly
l_ reaching the semi-finals.
Junior coaching and adult

B beginner coaching sessions are
running on an ongoing basis
throughout the season. Keep an
eye on the club’s Facebook and
Instagram pages for new courses.

The annual table quiz in Gullane's
Hotel recently was a great night
and raised much-appreciated
funds to help develop the club.

The men’s Division 5 team reached

the final of the Midland League and lost out narrowly on a tie-
break. Both ladies’ and men's teams have started off well in the
Connacht Winter League and are showing that they can compete
against the top clubs in Connacht. The club also had seven
doubles teams competing in the Moate Open, with two teams

Club President Joe Staunton
thanked Thomas and the staff for all their work on the night.

“On behalf of all at the Tennis Club, I would like to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We hope to see you
up at the courts soon,” he added.

Clontuskert Rounders First Sessions

Clontuskert Rounders Club, based at Clontuskert Community
Pitch, was founded recently when Breaffy Rounders players
Mark Jennings (GAA Rounders Connacht Representative) and
Paula Doherty kindly ran an ‘Introduction to Rounders’ session.
There was great interest on the day, with participants practising
all the key rounders skills - throwing, catching, and batting -
before finishing up with a friendly match that gave everyone
a chance to bat and run. The morning concluded with a well-
deserved cuppa in the Community Hub.

Following this successful event, the Clontuskert Rounders Club
Committee was established, with the following officers:
Chairman: John Kelly, Secretary: Darina Cooke, Treasurer: Laura
Coleman, Child Officer: Teresa Lyons.

Although most competitions had finished for the season, the
group held three fun training sessions on Sunday mornings
during September, which were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone
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who attended.

Training will resume in early 2026, with plans to field U13 teams
(children born 2012-2016) and U16 teams (children born 2010-
2013), as well as, hopefully, forming minor and adult teams for
competitions taking place during Summer/Autumn 2026.

If you or your child would like to join the club for 2026, either as
a player or a coach (coaching training provided), please contact
Darina at 087 770 3880 or clontuskertrounders@hotmail.com
to register your interest.

Stay up to date by following Clontuskert Rounders Club on
social media: Facebook: Clontuskert Rounders Club,
Instagram: @clontuskertrounders

The club was thrilled with all that supported the “Bracelets
for Bases” fundraiser so far. Pardy’s Lawrencetown and Billy’s
Discount Ballinasloe were specially mentioned by the officers for
kindly selling the bracelets!
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Snooker Club’s Winter Season Underway

By Maria Connolly

The Snooker and Social Club are very proud of their standing
in the local community, having provided a social space to
enjoy games on the green baize for over a century.

The club is always looking to upgrade. New heaters and new
cloth coverings were installed on both tables earlier this year,
keeping the equipment at a high performance standard. It's
great to see members keep improving their personal bests on
the revamped tables.

The winter season is in full swing and the Johnnie Riddell
Memorial Snooker and Billiards competitions are currently
underway and were at the semi-final stage at the time of going
to press.

The Christmas Competition will get started shortly, and it
always sees healthy competition to win the Christmas hampers.
Many thanks to Paul Keighery Painting and Decorating for the
donation of the hampers.

Double Success For Pool Player

For those looking for an evening escape from the long and
dreary winter nights, or a nice Christmas gift, the club offers
both Junior and Senior memberships and they are always happy
to welcome new faces at any time, young and old.

If someone would like to become a member - or to gift
membership to someone else - please call into the club Monday
to Friday from 5pm to 9pm. The club steward, Keith McDonnell,
is always there to assist. The club is located at the side of the
Emerald Social Centre, opposite the local Town Library.

To keep up with club news, follow them on Facebook: Snookerclub
Ballinasloe

“All at Ballinasloe Snooker and Social Club would like to wish
everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year”,
states Chair Ger Coughlan.

Ballinasloe Snooker Club member Paul Keighery recently won both the Galway
Pool Classic and the Galway Pool Masters, his first two Galway Ranking Titles.
Both events were well attended, with a record entry for the Galway Pool
Masters, and Paul won fourteen matches in a row across the two events.

For the Pool Classic, the organisers, Galway Pool Committee, said that Paul was:
“the best player on the day without a doubt”. He beat another player from the
town, David Riddell, in the final. Paul then beat Leon Tighe in the Galway Pool

Masters decider.

The next ranking event is on Saturday, 6 December. Best of luck to Paul and all the

other local players competing.

2 Dunlo Hill, Townparks,
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
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Swimming Club New Season Success

By Maria Connolly

The club has been enjoying great [ .
success at swimming meets
recently. The calendar opened
with the Aspiring Meet for seniors §
in Castlebar, where many of the
swimmers recorded great times for
the start of the season.

At the Future Challenger Meet in
Athlone, many club members achieved
personal bests in their A and B time
bands.

The next event was the Longford

Invitational Swim Meet, where there

Members of the club at the Future Laoise Croshie, Swimmer Maeve Campbell,
Challenger Meet in Athlone. of the Month for October. winner of the Swimmer
of the Month award
the Month awards. for September

was a mix of ages competing, with several personal bests and
medals won. The seniors also competed in the Senior Schools
competition in Longford, which saw several team members
achieve the time goals they had set at the start of the season.

Huge congratulations go to Maeve Campbell, recipient of the
Swimmer of the Month award for September, and Laoise Crosbie,
Swimmer of the Month for October. Thanks also go to Cahalan
Jewellers, Ballinasloe, for the lovely trophies for the Swimmer of

M6 MOTORS

Creagh, Ballinasloe.

Alan Naughton
090 9645801

www.m6émotors.ie

There are several future meets coming
up before Christmas, including the Christmas Cracker. Good luck
to all participating swimmers!

The club trains at Coral Leisure, Ballinasloe. If your child would
like to start training, please contact the club via email for a free
assessment: secretaryballinasloesc@gmail.com.
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By Maria Connolly

Junlor Hurlers Three In A Row
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BACK L-R: Derek Frehill, Cormac Casey, Declan Dillon, Adam Potter, Craig Keighery, Niall Jennings, Conor Coleman, Eoin Coleman (JC),
Cathal O'Hanlon (JC), Evan Hayes, Craig Potter, Cian Connolly, Anthony Smyth, Dylan Curley, Rob Nolan, Aidan Ward, Cris Rooney.
FRONT L-R: Liam Donagh, Cian Fahy, Patrick Sheahan, Alan Caulfield, Alan Reynolds, Odhran Sheanon, Danny Byrne, Jack Mitchell,
Aodan Connaughton, Jason Cunningham, Naoise Murphy, Micheal 0'Grady, Jodi Frehill, Conor O'Grady, Tadgh Casey.

The Junior hurling team recently won a historic third title in a
row in the Junior 1 County Championship beating neighbours
Kiltormer in the final. On a scoreline of 3-13 to 1-12, it was a
comfortable victory in the end.

Like all local derbies, these teams are very familiar with each other.
Nonetheless, this game was played in a very sporting manner and the
big winner on the day was East Galway hurling.

Man of the Match and Co-Captain, Cathal O'Hanlon, said: “It's so special
to have everyone here, our friends and family in Kenny Park, playing
on one of the biggest days in Galway hurling.” His Co-Captain, Eoin
Coleman, added: “I think the support that we have got is unbelievable,
from even in the Junior Awhen we were just about hanging in...and then
to build onto that...it feels like the pride is back in Ballinasloe hurling.”
The attack was spearheaded by O'Hanlon, ably assisted by Niall Jennings
(who scored a fine individual goal), along with Evan Hayes and veteran
Alan Caulfield. Jason Cunningham at midfield was very industrious
throughout the 60-plus minutes, while the defence was rock solid with
a storming display from full back Alan Reynolds. Goalkeeper Cormac
Casey pulled off some heroic saves. The impact of substitutes Craig

Keighery and Cian Connolly proved inspirational.

O'Hanlon is confident that the team can go further: “We have another
chance to go on and do ourselves justice. We know we're well capable of
being up there...if we can put a 60-minute performance together, there's
no team that can stop us...we've such an opportunity to go on all the
way.”

Along with the junior hurlers, the Under-11 boys from the club got an
opportunity to display their skills at half time in a Go Games Exhibition
against the Kiltormer U11s, making it a family day for all. Credit must go
to the county board for accommodating this.

This is unprecedented achievement by the team, and much credit must
be attributed to the management of Derek Frehill, Rob Nolan, and
mentors.

Frehill, while paying tribute to the players, also noted that it was a
success for the wider club. “There are a lot of good people that have
been working really hard behind the scenes in this club for a long, long
time with probably very little success and when you're coming off and
you see the tears in their eyes, it does fill you with pride,” he said. “At the
end of the day, we understand, it's Junior hurling, but this is our Liam
McCarthy [cup]...Wins like this just bring us all closer together.”

TV Installations

& Wall Mounting

Audio & Home
Cinema

7l
\_/
Saorview Aerials
Satellite TV

Wifi

Re-Wiring

UDIO VISUA

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

TT0]

O © 085-1781121
alan@kellyaudiovisual.ie ,‘%__ &

www.kellyaudiovisual.ie

—
f @kellyaudiovisual




SHEEHY
MEARES V.
TEAM McCullagh

OPENING DOORS TO YOUR
NEXT CHAPTER

Cormac Sheehy

From our family to yours -
Merry Christmas and thank you,
Ballinasloe!

It's been a year of new beginnings for our team, and as 2025
draws to a close, we want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our clients,
neighbours and friends for your continued support.

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a happy healthy New Year.
We look forward to 2026.

B = et

Sheehy Meares Team McCullagh
Ballinasloe

090 964 9939

Email: mccullagh@sheehymeares.ie

Also Serving you from:

Roscommon Team Earley - 090 662 6579 | earley@sheehymeares.ie
Galway & Dublin - 1800 969 969 | info@sheehymeares.ie
Athlone Team Midlands - 090 641 7024 | info@sheehymeares.ie

TIRHGe VA IpaVI PSRA License No 004420
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By Maria Connolly

Pearses Ladies Footbhall and Junior Camogie Success

Padraig Pearses Junior Camogie Champions: The Junior Camogie Team who recently won their county final.

BACK ROW (L-R): Grace Dooley, Réisin O’Sullivan, Miriam D'arcy, Katie Mulry, Aiveen Curley, Rosa Monaghan, Grdinne Lohan,
Macy McDermott, Leah Dolan, Caitlin Malone, Orla Mulryan (injured), Lorna Cruise and Sarah Dooley.

FRONT ROW (L-R): Arlene Cunningham, Ciara Hibbitt, Megan Noone, Lorraine Kenny (captain), Amy Costello, Jessica O'Brien, Shauna Hibbitt and Ciara Hibbitt.
Also pictured in the photo (crouching down) are Sadie O'Brien, Mia Costello and Maeve 0'Sullivan.

Having secured memorable victories against Clann na nGael,
St. Dominic’s, Oran, Boyle and St. Faithleach’s, and a great
draw against St. Brigid's in the final, the Senior Men'’s Football
Team lost out to St Brigid's in the replay.

The Minor Boys Footballers lost against Castlerea St Kevin's in the
Championship Final. It was an excellent season overall, and the
team did themselves, the club and their families proud to reach
this stage in a very competitive Division One Championship.

The Junior Camogie Team won the county final. What an
incredible achievement by this team, who have brought home
the Tom Geraghty Cup for the second year in a row! They will
compete at senior level next year. Special congratulations to
Réisin O'Sullivan who was awarded Player of the Match.

The Ladies Football season wrapped up with a great win for the
Junior C team, beating St Dominic’s in the final. Isabelle Downey
was selected as Player of the Match. The Intermediate Ladies
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Padraig Pearses Senior Panel: The men’s senior football team, who lost the county final to St Brigid's in a replay.

lost to a well-drilled St Barry's team in the final. This has been a
great year for the group as they have just come up from Junior
A level last year and to be in the Intermediate Final was an
outstanding achievement. Overall it has been a fantastic year
for Ladies Football in the club - U19 winners, Junior winners
and Intermediate finalists. Many thanks to all the coaches and
players within this fantastic group.

The club was delighted to be awarded Irish Life GAA Healthy
Club Status again for 2025-2027. Thanks to everyone who has
contributed to our Healthy Club programme over the past
number of years. If anyone would like to be part of our Healthy
Club Project Team or have ideas, please get in touch.

As part of that programme, the Jiving and Social Dancers
returned on Wednesdays in October from 8-9 pm, and will
continue weekly for the next few months. Everybody is welcome.
There is no charge, but it's appreciated if participants take part
in the club lotto.
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Back Row (L-R): Niall Daly, Thomas Carey, Tom Butler, David Murray, Darragh Colleran, Adam McGreal, Ronan Daly, Mark Richardson,
Conor Harley, Cillian Blackweir, Gavin Downey, Eoin Canning, Barry McGowan, Jason Cunningham, Richie Browne, Ryan Kelly,
Shane Carty, and Jamie Donoghue. FRONT Row (L-R): David Whelan, Eoin McManus, Paul Whelan, Sean Canning, Declan Kenny, Lorcan
Daly, Conor Ryan, Eoin Colleran, Hubert Darcy, Jack Nevin, Paul Carey, Caelim Keogh, Conor Lohan, and Jack Tumulty.

Trusted Expert for Sports Holidays & Unforgettable Getaways 09096 42131 info@kellertravel.ie
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By Maria Connolly

Rugby Club 150t Anniversary Gala Ball

Pictured at a recent visit of Connacht Squad Players to the underage teams at the Club

The club’s Stephen’s Day celebrations will
be bigger and better this year, as they
hope that all ex-players and members
who are visiting home will come along
to watch the game, catch up with old
friends, and relive great days that they
had in the club.

A special night for all members will be
held in the Clubhouse in early January
i — watch out for the date and details
on social media. Another special event
takes place on Saturday, December 15,
when the club minis and young players
will bury a time capsule in the grounds
of the club.

The 150™ anniversary celebrations will
culminate in a Gala Black Ball in the
Shearwater Hotel on Saturday, March 21.

With the milestone of celebrating 150 years, Ballinasloe RFC
is primed for a busy season. Training and matches are now
well underway, with all teams participating in their respective

More details will be announced soon, but
in the meantime, mark the date in your diary. The club expects
the ball to sell out very quickly, as everyone will want to be part
of a special night.

leagues. And while all this is going

on, players will be playing
and training from minis
right up to the senior
team.

The senior team has made a steady start to their return to J1A
status. They have been well able to “mix it” with the big boys,
with a couple of well-earned wins that leave them nicely placed
in the table. At the other end of the age scale, the club's first-ever

under-8 girls’ team took to the field in a recent girls’ blitz. Club Chair Pearse Keller

concluded: “Wishing all
our players and coaches,
members, families,
and friends a very
happy Christmas and a
prosperous and healthy
2026."

The club recently held their successful 150" anniversary book
launch, chronicled in great detail by Declan Quinn. This is a
beautiful souvenir to have in anyone’s house and would make
an ideal gift this Christmas. It's priced at €25 and available
to purchase in Salmon’s on Main Street, online at www.
shopballinasloe.ie, or at the clubhouse each Saturday morning
during December.

Mrs. Chris Flynn and Womans International
Player Béibhinn Parsons chatting about
St. Stephens Day Festivities at the Club

Paddy, 1 Y \o\ 6

AUCTIONEERS © VALUERS © ESTATE AGENTS
www.ballinasloeproperties.com

Specialists in:-

b Property Sales & Valuations

b Property Transfer Valuations

b Probate and Tax Valuations

> Farm Retirement and Land Leases
b Property Rental and Management

cOCGN/g
Q—Q’ v 5\0

REV

c Patrick J Keane
REV-IRLAPAVIZOIB/RT
‘p E { it} S-b

Contemplating Selling? OA} A \1!;;“"

Our Location Could Sell Your Location €AN

Main Street, Ballinasloe 0 d a ﬂ: ie
Tel: 090 96 42339 / 087 260 9310 Houses & Lands urgently c

Email: paddykeane@eircom.net Required for Genuine Clients.

www.paddykeane.com

| it ol Profemsions
| Aty & Valurs

Trusted Expert for Sports Holidays & Unforgettable Getaways 09096 42131 info@kellertravel.ie




' SPORT m

By Maria Connolly
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Pictured at the planting of a tree in memory of the late Padraig
Kelly are the President of Ballinasloe Golf Club, Gerry Fitzgerald,
wife of Padraig Kelly, Veronica Kelly, Elaine Kelly, his daughter,
and Paddy Creaven, former Captain of Ballinasloe Golf Club.

Club members, family and friends of the late Padraig Kelly, who recently

=t

gathered at the club to plant a red oak tree in his memory.

Storm Eowyn brought down over 60 trees in January and left
the course in terrible condition. The clean-up, led by Course
Manager Aidan Dooley, was huge. It added considerable costs
to the club’s tight finances and, without the help of many
volunteers, the results would have taken years to achieve.

However, the club has received many compliments from
Connacht and Golf Ireland officials and visitors on how it has
managed to recover compared to many others.

The replanting of trees to replace those damaged by the
storm also offered an opportunity to remember past golf club
members, and a red oak tree was recently planted at the club in
memory of the late Padraig Kelly.

Unfortunately for the club’s finances, the storm repairs came
on top of a necessary sewage upgrade and planned drainage
works. There are also ongoing capital requirements to upgrade
machinery, finish off drainage, upgrade tee boxes, upgrade
locker rooms, as well as the costs of tree planting and keeping
the course in top condition.

There is an opportunity to carry out some of these required
works over the next 18 months, as the club’s main benefactors,
Dermot and May O’'Mahony, have committed to match funding

up to €100,000 from what the club raises. In order to do this, the
clubis asking its members to give a once-off, minimum voluntary
contribution of €200 when paying their membership for 2026.
Similar to previous years, payments can be made in instalments.
This request is against a backdrop where membership fees have
not been increased in line with inflation over the last ten years.

The main club AGM is being held at the time of going to press.
However, the Men’s and Ladies’ committees for 2026 are as
follows:

Men's Committee: Captain: Stephen Ruane, Vice-Captain:
John Kelly, Hon Secretary: Seamus Duffy, Hon Treasurer: Brian
Geraghty, Handicap Secretary: Edwin Flynn, Competition
Secretary: Ciaran Smith, Junior Convenor: David McDonnell,
and Committee Members: John Rafferty, Conor Murphy, Gavin
Hynes, Liam Coughlan, Mike Coughlan, and Tim Broderick.

Ladies’ Committee: Captain: Breda Conneely, Vice-Captain:
Maura Kelly, Hon Secretary: Nora Callagey, Hon Treasurer: Myra
Dunne, Handicap Secretary: Mary Goode, Competition Secretary:
Mary Davis, Junior Convenor: Rita Moore, and Committee
Members: Peggy Wong, Caroline Layng, Mary Sandys, and Marie
Hession.

Garbally View Nursing Home

30 Years in Business

Family run business providing convalescent, respite and long term

care for over 30 years in Ballinasloe.

Current Resident Services Provided:

* Hairdresser
* Chiropody
e Weekly Prayer

e Physiotherapy
* Music Therapy

Service Coordinator
e Community Visitors ¢ Sonas Program
* Bingo ¢ Dietician

e Full time Activities

If you require any further information please contact
the Nurse in Charge on Phone: 090 9642622 Fax: 090 9644278
or Email: garballyview@gmail.com

Trusted Expert for Sports Holidays & Unforgettable Getaways 09096 42131 info@kellertravel.ie
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Ballinasloe AFC Targets FAI Club Mark

By Maria Connolly

U-13 player Keegan Kelly,
selected to represent
the under-13 Galway

Academy League squad.

Ballinasloe Town AFC player
Danny Mulcahy, who recently
lined out for the Galway
Interleague team against Mayo.

Oisin Ryan, Nathan Kelly, Harry Kinsella, and Tiernan Hogan, who represented
Ballinasloe Town AFC over three weekends at the under-12 Galway Interleague trials.

Great work has taken place recently to secure the FAI Club
Mark from the Football Association of Ireland, spearheaded
by Bjorn Manning and Bronagh Kinsella.

The Club Mark is an accreditation award that recognises the
adoption of best practice in governance, management, and
administration. The club expects to secure the award very soon.
It will be compulsory next year for all affiliated clubs to have
attained Club Mark standards.

The Senior Ladies team has got off to a promising start to the
season. They are five games into their league campaign and
are in third place in the table. In their most recent game, the
Ladies secured a hard-fought 2-1 victory over Galway City's West
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T
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United FC, with goals from Anna Jurneczko and Pamela Fallon.
The team is managed by Shane Fallon, with Tommy Lee Burke
and John Cawley as Assistant Managers.

Darragh Concannon has recently taken on the position of
Manager of the Senior Men's team, with Des Hope as Assistant
Manager. Both Darragh and Des have extensive experience,
having played at the highest level with League of Ireland clubs.
Since taking over, the team has done extremely well, winning
three out of four league games and beating Kilkerrin United,
Ballaghadreen, and CP Ajax FC. The one league loss was to
Ballinahown FC. The ultimate objective this season is to secure
promotion to the Premier Division. The Seniors also beat
Dunmore FC in the Connacht Junior Cup and are now focusing
on the next round.

The youth teams are all performing strongly in their respective
leagues. The under-18 team has had a fantastic start to the
season and is top of the table with five wins from five. The
under-14 A team, under-14 C team, and under-13 B team are
all in second place in their respective leagues. The under-13 B
team is also enjoying a good run in the SFAI Trophy, beating
Glen Celtic and hoping to overcome Tuam Celtic in the next
round.

The newly-formed under-13 C team has shown great
determination and progress so far this season and is in joint
second place in the league table after two wins in their first four
games. The team coaches are very proud of the squad and are
looking forward to the rest of the season.

The under-12 B team, which includes boys and girls, started
their league campaign with a promising win away to West
United. The team is now looking forward to their Connacht
Trophy game on December 13. Meanwhile, the under-11 girls’
team has just started their league campaign and is competing
well.

The club’s weekly Soccer Academy, which caters for boys and
girls aged 5-10, takes place every Saturday at 10am at the club
grounds. Parents or guardians must stay in attendance for the
duration of the training session.



Christmas Reflections

" TOURISM & HERITAGE

By Senator Réndn Mullen

Simple pleasures. This time of year
Irummage for a suitable picture for
my Christmas card. Isend mostly by
email. No Oireachtas envelopes are
used. I buy the Christmas stamps.

I go through my phone and look at
the places I've been. When I'm in
churches, T'll have kept an eye out
for scenes of the Annunciation, the
Nativity or the Magi. Stained glass,
mosaic or art. But the lighting, the
angle and my weak photography
skills often let me down. Try the
internet.

A snow-covered Leinster House
doesnt work. Plenty of my
Oireachtas colleagues have chosen
that already. I need a classic image.
The first Christmas.

Last year, I found the right one in
St Isidore’s College in Rome, where
I had visited in August. It's a place
of great interest to any Irish person
interested in history. This year,

Flight into Egypt

born 400 years ago this year, who was
executed at Tyburn in 1681.

St Isidore's commemorates the various
Franciscan foundations founded in
Ireland over the centuries. It has a
drawing of the now ruined, but still
beautiful, Franciscan foundation in
Kilconnell - a place I occasionally go
and like to show to people.

But its painting of the Holy Family
and their Flight into Egypt, painted by
the celebrated Italian baroque artist
Carlo Maratti (1625-1713), inspires
this article. Fr Micheal Mac Craith,
Guardian of St Isidore’s, points out
that the depiction of Joseph and Mary
holding hands is interesting because
that would have been unusual in the
art of the time. And Our Lady’s sandals
are certainly not suitable for a hasty
escape on foot into Egypt, he points
out, suggesting that this might be an
early example of the phenomenon
now known as ‘product placement’.
The straps on the Virgin's left foot

the Irish Franciscans celebrated
400 years there. It started when
Fr Luke Wadding was sent over to Rome by the King of Spain
and took over the care of a church which was dedicated to St
Isidore, a Spanish farmer and saint. Wadding began an Irish
Franciscan community which kept Irish faith, culture, language
and identity alive at a time when all these things were being
crushed back home. It was in places like St Isidore’s, and in the
Irish College which Wadding also founded, that young Irish
men studied for the priesthood before coming home to face
poverty and persecution - and sometimes to perish. One of the
most illustrious of these Roman graduates is St Oliver Plunkett,

GIVE THE GIFT OF LOCAL

THIS CHRISTMAS

Town Voucher

TOWN VOUCHER BALLINASLOE
The gift that keeps
on giving this christmas!

\Vouchers available’at smn!ons BU"iI‘I 0§|6'€.'|e
‘shopballinasioe.1€
X © 0
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making the letter ‘A, are perhaps the
trademark of the shoemaker? Who knows? Ca bhfios?

Wellingtons, not sandals, are the kind of footwear that I
associate with Christmas past. I remember one Christmas Eve
helping my father to separate cattle, clean out sheds and make
sure that the animals had enough feed. Suddenly Dad was called
to a neighbour’s house because a chimney had gone on fire. We
were in the middle of the jobs and I had to continue, but was
unable to finish them, probably because I was unable at that
stage to drive the tractor. My father marvelled when he came
back later to find that the lad had not gone into the house. Still in
the yard. “You must have been perished.” But I wasn't, to tell the
truth, because inside I was full of

Christmas. My mind was closer to }
the magic of the Bethlehem stable
than to the ordinary everyday of
a shed at home. Or maybe I was
thinking of the trinkets and treats
of the Season too.

Years later, I returned to the same
yard one Christmas Day to coax
my father, by then afflicted with
Alzheimers, and going round
doing the same jobs that didn't
need to be done, back into the
house. I remember a friendly trial
of strength as I tried get hold of a

yardscraper he just wouldn't yield Young Ronan Mullen

up. I wondered which of us had
the Alzheimers as I found myself grappling with him for control
of a farm implement on Christmas Day.

The memory is not a sad one, though he is gone four years
now. Because for all that people say nowadays about illness and
decay, and most wish it away, and some sadly wish themselves
away, one important thing should be remembered. In the caring
you can find love, to be given and received, and sometimes a
greater closeness than ever before.
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Forged in Fire Acclaimed

By Colm Croffy

The community heritage project Forged in Fire, documenting
and celebrating Ballinasloe’s history of iron and metalwork,
came to a successful conclusion in October with several
elements coming to fruition.

Substantial funding was provided by Creative Ireland to this
collaboration between the Galway County Heritage Office,
Ballinasloe & District Heritage Society and the artist collective
Group 8.

Group 8 produced their artistic response to the theme with a
beautifully crafted and curated exhibition featuring visual and
tactile artworks along with poetry and photography. At the
launch in the Library Church Gallery, Galway County Heritage
Officer Marie Mannion thanked the group for leaving a legacy
for the county in their interpretation of the interconnection
between iron and metalwork in the town and surrounds, and
the architectural, cultural and social history and heritage.

The research and discovery exhibition for the project took place
in the Emerald Supper Room with a combination of display
panels and a large exhibition of local artefacts telling the story.

Everything from bog iron to forge-made eel spears was on
display. Some of the showpieces on the day were a competition
plough made by Bannertons of
Ballinasloe, forged stonemason
and carpenter’s tools, a ‘Guinness
poker’, as well as historical
business ledgers from forges in
| the town.

Of particular interest to many of
the attendees were the old street
signs reproduced for the event
I by local historian Padraic Kilduff.
These signs for Higgins', Peayton’s
and Bannerton's forges had been
identified through analysis of

Zara Little, Campbell Joyce, County Heritage Officer Marie Mannion,
Emma Laffey, Community Archaeologist Bernie Doherty

photographs in the Lawrence collection from ¢.1910.

A two-part podcast documentary detailing the history of iron
and metalwork in Ballinasloe and its hinterland was produced
for the project by Sally Anne Barrett and launched on the day by
blacksmith Reece Foster. Reece works from a 270-year-old forge
in Mountshannon, and he spoke about the emotional response
he had to seeing the turnout for, and interest in, the craft of
metalwork that the project had created. He also highlighted
the importance of community projects such as Forged in Fire in
preserving heritage crafts such as iron and metalwork.

The educational panels from the exhibition were transferred
over to the Library for a few days for members of the public and
created a significant reaction.

: nfury
Galway Bay Physio is a friendly and forward-thinking
physiotherapy clinic, dedicated to delivering top-quality care to the
residents of Ballinasloe, as well as offering services at
additional clinics in Galway and nearby areas.

We offer a variety of individually tailored hands on treatments &
rehabilitation programmes to ensure best possible outcomes are
achieved for everything from back pain to neck pain,
whiplash, neck and back disc pain, vertigo, foot pain,
sports injuries, and chronic conditions.
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With Fanfare
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By Colm Croffy

s 2 Launched
Jezne

Editor Damian Mac Con Uladh, Aosdana member Nuala
0'Connor, and some members of the Society Committee.

Johnston, and guest speaker Nuala 0’Connor (Triona Waters, Padraic
Kilduff, Cathal Lucas, Willie Tully, Gerard Jennings, Marie Costello
Monaghan, Pat Johnston, Gerard Madden, and Sandra Warde-Kilduff).

A large crowd turned out in Gullane’s Hotel for the launch
of Hostings: Journal of Ballinasloe & District Heritage Society.
The second volume of the Journal, edited by Damian Mac
Con Uladh, was officially launched by local author, poet and
recently elected Aosdana member Nuala O'Connor.

Following the success of the first volume, the Journal this year
was expanded in size and covers a broad and diverse range of
topics.

These include an article on the legacy of artist Una Watters by
Mary Morrissy; the origins of St. Brigid's Hospitals by Triona
Waters; a history of Deerpark by Gerard Madden; a history of
the town’s newspaper industry by Cathal Lucas; and personal
memories of Ballinasloe in the 1950s by Sandra Warde-Kilduff,
among many others.

A feature of the Journal is the many photographs
and illustrations sourced by the authors, the editor
and the Heritage Society to complement the stories.

To celebrate the launch, the Heritage Society invited
several guests from around the country who had
connections to the stories in the Journal. Thoughts
and reflections from these guests added a lovely §
nostalgic and poignant note to the proceedings,
held on the 14® of November.

Artist and designer Michael Lunt recalled his time
in Ballinasloe producing artworks for the iconic
Roadstone Calendar in 1979 (which featured many

Nuala and Zara

Cathedral and Blenheim Palace. He admitted being somewhat
spooked that people in the town knew more about his ancestor
than he did until quite recently!

Liz Foye (née Mills) spoke of her family’s understanding of the
role the Ballinasloe Asylum played in their history, and Dervla
Murray recounted kayaking along the River Suck with her father
John and overnighting at the Murray family homestead at the
bridge.

In her reflection, Nuala reminded the audience that she is an avid
walker and described her steps and sights around the circuit, the
vistas, frames, doorways, arches, lanes, parks and features that
sparkle from different periods of the town’s meandering past.

“As I walk and admire the layers, I begin to realise
that we, all of us in this room, in this place, are the
next layer. And Conor, Damian and the Committee
are doing the work of the Gods in encouraging us to
excavate the layers. Itis brilliant that these glimpses
to our past are actively investigated through the
Journal, as it ensures that the layers stay brilliantly
vibrant for us and for future dwellers.”

Having enraptured the room with her words, Nuala
O’Connor received a presentation from Zara Little-
% Campbell to mark her election to Aosdana and to
officially launch the Society’s second Journal.

o

The Journal is once again supported by the Galway
County Heritage Office and Ballinasloe Credit

of the town's limestone buildings), with meals in
Hayden's Hotel being a particular highlight.

Waterford-based Robert Leslie, the great-great-grandson of
architectJames Forth Kempster, designer of many of Ballinasloe's
heritage buildings, told the story of his family’s links to St Paul's

\’)ﬁ? BALLINASLOE
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Union. The Credit Union is sponsoring copies of the
Journal for all schools and nursing homes/care centres within
the local common bond.

Costing €15, the Journal is available from Salmons on Main
Street, Dolan’s Centra, and online at shopballinasloe.ie.

e

Mol an Oige - Saoire Johnston, grandfather

Guests of the Heritage Society with Chairperson Conor Johnston and guest speaker Nuala O'Connor
at the launch of Hostings (Robert Leslie, Liz Foye, Michael Lunt, Dervla Murray, and Jane Leslie).

Johnny Johnston, grandmother Agnes Hurley,
and Iarlaith Hurley at the launch.
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Centenary of 1925 All-Ireland Champion

" TOURISM & HERITAGE

By Maria Connolly
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LT0R: P. Fahy, D. McLoughlin, B. Jennings, M. Tully, D. Egan -
reminiscing about their days bringing home Sam to the town!
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Smyth (composer of the ballad)
and Willie Tully (Master of
the local GAA archives).

Conor Ganly (grandson of Paddy
Ganly) with Sam Maguire and the
original 1925 All-Ireland medal.

The past came alive recently as Gullane’s Hotel hosted a moving
and heartfelt centenary celebration of Galway’s 1925 All-Ireland
Football Champions. What began as a modest idea of a mass
followed by refreshments grew into alandmark event honouring
those men who first brought glory to Galway football.

The commemoration idea was sparked in summer with Anne
and John Egan. Anne contacted Michael Riddell, knowing that
his granduncle had played with her grandfather on the team in
1925. A committee was formed and the idea spread: a Facebook
page for the centenary drew over 1,000 views within 24 hours,
and once tickets for the centenary event were announced, they
sold out in just 48 hours.

The mass held at St Michael's on Friday 15th November was
celebrated by Fr Allman, with music provided by the Town Band.

Later on, Gullane's Ballroom was filled as three large screens
showcased archival and celebratory content. Gearéid O
Tuathaigh, Professor Emeritus in History and former Dean of
Arts and Vice-President of NUI Galway, gave a presentation on
the team. A range of original photographs, letters and other
memorabilia related to the team were on display alongside the
Michael Walsh Cup, Trixie Leech Cup, the Town League Cup, the
Nestor Cup and the Sam Maguire itself.

The evening was anchored by Ollie Turner of Galway Bay FM, who
interviewed committee members with family ties to the 1925
team:

Michael Riddell spoke about his granduncle, Thomas “Trixie"
Leech; Michael Smyth reflected on his grandfather, Willie Smyth;
John Egan honoured his grandfather, John Egan; Joey Walsh
remembered his granduncle, Josie Walsh; Declan Earls paid
tribute to his grandfather, Dennis Egan.

Conor Ganly from Dunlo Hill brought his grandfather Paddy's
medal to the stage when he got to chat about his Kilasolan
ancestor.

Other guests were also invited up on stage to share their

Fahy and Goode family members (who had a relative on the winning
team) commemorate with Sam and the “Knacker” Walsh Cup.

recollections and stories. Each player from the team was given
their due as a range of speakers breathed life into their legacy,
sharing details of their work, family and, all too often, the
hardships they endured.

Valerie Seale provided stirring musical performances, with her
rendition of The West's Awake prompting the entire crowd to
joiniin.

The committee are currently raising funds to establish a
permanent memorial to honour the 1925 champions, the first for
Galway and Connacht, ensuring their legacy endures. Steve Dolan
very generously donated copies of his book, which were sold on
the night. The committee are also in the process of compiling a
book, which will also be going on sale in the near future.

Committee members are: John Egan (Chair), Anne Egan
(Secretary), Michael Smyth (Treasurer), Michael Riddell (PRO),
Steve Dolan, Declan Earls, Tina Earls, Dennis Egan, Owen
Jennings, Abbie McGowan, Anne Ryan, J] Smyth, Sean Tully, Willie
Tully and Joey Walsh. All enquiries to: galway.1925centenary@
gmail.com.

/ S
Tribute song to the

1925 All Ireland Football Champions Galway
(By Michael Smyth)

The Road the Triumph and The Legacy
Down the road where the maroon now flies,
Through the rain and the western skies,
Once in blue and gold they played,

And a century later, their glory remains.
And we'll sing of the road, the triumph, and the legacy,
Of the hearts that beat for a county’s destiny,
A hundred years have come and gone,
But the spirit of those men lives on.

In Ballinasloe where the crowd once cheered,
Their names are whispered, proud and revered,
Simple men with a noble grace,

Their story etched in time's embrace.

And we'll sing of the road, the triumph, and the legacy,
Of the pride they gave to our history,

A hundred years have come and gone,

But the spirit of those men lives on.

Through the years their footsteps fade,

Yet their dreams are the path we've made,

In every field where young hearts play,

Their echo guides the Galway way.

So, we'll sing of the road, the triumph, and the legacy,
Of the love they gave to this great Galway sea,

A century on, we stand with pride,

For the men of old — and the flame inside.
Down the road where the blue turned to white and maroon,
Their memory lives — and always will bloom.
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New Oral History Project

By Maria Connolly

Ballinasloe Library will host a talk
on Saturday, January 24 at 2:30
pm, titled “St Gabriel's Convent,
St Joseph's Industrial School, and
Ballinasloe Library.” The talk is by
Abbie McGowan, former Library
Assistant at the library, and current
Librarian at the Aidan Heavey
Library, Athlone.

The talk will blend historical and
genealogical research to explore the
layered history of the library site -
formerly home to St Gabriel's Convent
and StJoseph’s Industrial School - and
how its repurposing reflects broader
trends in Irish heritage, architecture,
and community memory.

“Following on from talks by Dr
Curtin and author Heidi Danielle, I've
researched the histories of some of
the girls who were resident at the
industrial school at the turn of the

i By

Abbie McGowan, who launches a new oral
history project at the library in January.

... pioneers in the establishment of
the Ballinasloe and District Heritage
Society, researched and edited a
short booklet on the 1691 Battle of
Aughrim, and is actively involved
with the 1925 Galway All-Ireland
Football Championship Centenary
ft Committee.

Abbie is currently undertaking her
MSc in Information and Library
Studies. Her research examines the
transformation of historical buildings
into modern public libraries, and her
upcoming dissertation will examine
how communities engage with library
spaces that carry complex historical
legacies.

M As part of the research, the project
W aims to include interviews with
local residents to gather personal
memories and reflections on the
convent and industrial school. More

century,” reveals Abbie. “I'm hopeful
that they may still have some living family members willing to
share stories of their lives after leaving the library. The industrial
school closed in 1968 and so the first-hand stories that are left
are now in danger of being lost, and they are crucial to our
understanding of these institutions.”

A history of the building, authored by Abbie, is due to appear
in History Ireland in early 2026 and will contain further details
pertaining to the former Chapel and the official accounts of life
at the reformatory and industrial school.

Although not a native of the town, Abbie hasn't been shy in
showing her grd for her adopted home: she is one of the

information relating to the project
is available at www.stjosephsindustrialschoolballinasloe.
wordpress.com.

Community members are warmly invited to attend the talk,
share their stories, and contribute to this important research.
Whether you have a personal connection to the site or an
interestin heritage, architecture, or libraries, your voice matters.

To express interest in participating in the research interviews,
please contact stjosephsballinasloe@gmail.com. If you're
unable to attend the event, but wish to share your story, Abbie
will be available to speak with on February 7 and 21 in the
reference room at Ballinasloe Library.

UTAH @) DEPARTMENT STORE.IE

Society Street,
Ballinasloe.

T: 090 9649000
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Holy Table Presented To St. John's Church By Maria Connolly

Es el h.!_t ] I

Society St. when it was consecrated in 1845 - some 180 years
ago.

Following the closure of the Presbyterian Church, the holy
communion table had been entrusted to Michael McCullagh in
2008 by John Reid and a Mr Morris from the Belfast & Munster
Presbytery in Dublin, as a remembrance of the Presbyterian
Church of Ballinasloe and as a commemoration of their presence
within our community.

Saint John's Church parishioners were delighted to receive the 1% B4 ﬁ T
gift of a beautifully carved holy communion table, which was | : K ‘* g [ g
originally made for the Ballinasloe Presbyterian Church, in e ol i Wiy
Ui |
| N P

When the new Ballinasloe Library was opened in 2016, it was
re-housed in the gallery space there, with a view potentially
including it in the collection of a museum which had been
envisaged for Ballinasloe. Unfortunately, it got damaged over
time and was sent to the Ballinasloe Men'’s Shed for repair, where
it remained out of public view for a number of years.

Following a period of careful restoration, it will now take pride
of place in Saint John's Church, where it will be used as a nave
altar. This will allow the Eucharistic celebrations to be brought
significantly closer to the congregation than would have been
the case with the original sanctuary altar, helping the worship
experience to feel more inclusive and intimate.

Archdeacon John Godfrey explains why this gift means so much
to the local Church of Ireland congregation. “Within the Christian
tradition, Holy Communion is the central act of our worship life.
So, for a community of faith, the gift of a holy table at which
generations of believers have been fed going back to the time
of the Famine, is a great treasure indeed. That it comes to us
from the Ballinasloe Presbyterian Church, having also resided
in a former Mercy chapel, makes it more precious still. It's a
unique ecumenical journey, means that, each time we gather in
communion here at the Lord’s Table, it will be for us an abiding
symbol of our unity with Christians of all denominations.” Michael McCullagh organist to St John’s and St Michael’s Churches.
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Cribbing About Christmas Traditions

By Colm Croffy

It's difficult to believe that the Christmas season of 12 days
was celebrated for nigh 1,500 years without a red-suited man
with a white beard — until Coca-Cola wheezed up a marketing
campaign in 1931 — and indeed without a tree with lights
until Queen Victoria accepted the South German tradition of
her consort Albert in the court decorations of Windsor Castle
in the 1840s!

A curate in this parish dismissed the Christmas tree in the early
sixties from the altar as a pagan tradition — a tad rich from the
organisation that hinged Christ's birthday a few gyrations away
from the Roman Feast of Saturnalia — the shortest day of the
year — with gift-giving and bringing in greenery to dress the
house, traces of which follow the feast in Western culture today.

A throwaway comment from a participant at a local Christmas
Past event some short years ago about the inability to buy the
2Y-foot-long red candle in any of the retail establishments
in the Midlands got me thinking about what unique Irish
Christmastime traditions are being vapourised in the retail
overkill. That rumbles now from the removal of the witches’
hats and pumpkins, through Black Fridays, broke Mondays and
supersize shrinking sweet tub Tuesdays for eight weeks, till we
can at last enjoy the Christmas and New Year sales!

The large red candle, thrust into the earthenware jar or wooden
block with a few sprigs of holly or greenery in the front window
of the house, was akin to the landing strip to the family crib
(manger/nativity scene). It was only lit at dusk on the eve,
sometimes after the Angelus, by the youngest of the house
to guide in any passer-by or stranger that needed shelter or
support on Christmas night — in honour of the hospitality of the
simple stable.

Maybe the Macys and Coca-Cola marketeers did steal some clever
brand positioning from the Roman Catholic Church — because
no Catholic home in the Western world from the 16th century
onward would have had the nativity scene in a prominent place
were it not for the Johnny Cash superstar of the 13th century.
Enter the millionaire playboy merchant who in his later years
left the pleasures of his sinful world and formed his own order

corris®oil

— St Francis of Assisi.
In 1223 he produced
the first live nativity in
Greccio, Italy, complete
with manger, hay, cow
and donkey; placed it on
the altar and celebrated
Midnight Mass around
it.

Prior to that, the story of
the nativity, or the birth
of the baby Jesus in a
stable in Bethlehem,
was only available in
Vatican black and white
— frescoes, paintings,
triptychs — but when
St Francis went 3D, the
wonderment of the “Word made flesh” was made all the more
magical to the masses, who were for most of the first two
millennia illiterate but at least not distracted by TikTok but more
by famine, disease and wars.

As Europe moved out of the medieval ages and arts and
craftsmanship improved with new technologies of carving and
casting, Church authorities commissioned artists to undertake
magnificent life-sized statues of the traditional Christmas card
scene, which caused the masses to flock to the once-a-year
moment after the dreary weeks of bleak Advent.

Statues and figurines were much-needed souvenirs from folks
on the caminos, trips to the Holy Land, and to various abbeys
and shrines dotted around Europe, and large parish moments
of novenas and public Saints' Days proved lucrative markets for
a rich mainland European urban and rural class to outdo their
neighbours with such wood and alabaster deities. In the 16th
and 17th centuries a few basic figurines of the crib or nativity
were making their way into upper- and middle-class homes.

City mayors, sheriffs and archbishops vied with each other to
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have large-scale outdoor public cribs in central town squares,
plazas and piazzas that would act as magnets for the faithful and
possibly the doubtful
too.

Even though in the
Gospel  Jesus  did
apparently chase
the moneylenders
from the temple, his
successors could not
remove commerce
from Christmas, and
flocks of medieval
“Del Boys” knew that
pilgrims would need
feeding and presents
to bring home to the
little ones and infirm
who could not make
the trek (there was
indeed no free travel or
worrying about getting your 10,000 steps a day back then), so
the Christkindl market tradition of central Europe was born.

This all occurred with speed after the obliteration of public
Catholic worship islandwide here — save from the sacred well
pilgrimage and mass rock on beach or mountainside to keep
a faith nurtured. However, since the Flight of the Earls we had
been sending young seminarians to Salamanca, Louvain, Paris
and Rome and those padres came back full of ideas of how
the simpler fare of a Celtic Christmas tradition — preparation,
observances, feasting, hospitality and charity — could be layered
with new nativity choreography.

All the Franciscan houses kept faith with their founder's crib
being the centrepiece to their heralding of the feast and
teaching of the nativity — with the infant only being installed in
his manger at Midnight Mass.

With Catholic Emancipation of 1829 and a massive church-
building programme (estimated 1,200 between 1820 and 1920),
a lot of Italian cribs were bought for the purposes of connecting
the magic of the mystery through the St Francis lens — not
forgetting the convents, monasteries, schools, orphanages and
hospitals under the Pontiff's jurisdiction.

For most in this town the earliest memory of the Christmas crib
was the one erected in the entrance hall to the convent. Many
infant classes were taught about the nativity in the old hardcore
catechism and then rewarded with a visit to the nearest
manifestation of the tale — similar to other provincial towns.

From the 1700s the starting hooter for Christmas season proper
was 8th December — Feast of the Immaculate Conception (one-
time sniggeringly known as when the Culchies went to Dublin
to do the Christmas shopping). Families, if in big cities or towns,
would pay a visit to the crib first.

Once the baby Jesus was laid in his manger at Midnight Mass
(often in St Michael's to the strains of the Town Band) a piseog
developed nationwide that taking a piece of straw from the crib
and placing it in your wallet or purse would protect you from
want for the year ahead!

Christmases of the more mechanised years saw families during
the holidays driving around to visit and pray at different cribs
— with different artistic aspects — angels overhead, views of
the Holy City in the hills from the back window, running water
streams and backlighting.

When the FMDMs had the keys to Portiuncula Hospital (named
after the very first church built by the original St Francis in Assisi
and still standing within the modern Italian basilica today) the
inter-ward competition for best crib and decorations was fierce
— I can recall counting 12 crib installations in a variety of non-
health and safety-compliant ways as a young lad.

" TOURISM & HERITAGE

Creagh Church in the 70s and 80s had a large illuminated garden
shed — not life-sized statues, but swathed in holly and ivy —
built, I think, by the late Tom Forde. St Michael's had the fully
Hollywood set — practically life-sized statues that would always
cause the kids to gape and wonder and the adults to make the
offering and light a candle for those gone before but had taught
them the meaning of Christmas.

What is sometimes forgotten is that these large installations
could take a week to dust off, fix, repair and install — all with
volunteer parishioner craftsmen and women.

There were cribs in all the foyers and oratories or entrance
hallways of the schools in the latter years of the last century
and, of course, the main receptions of places of work and retail
outlets.

The large outdoor crib concept did not hit these shores till 1904,
when St Raphael’s in Youghal built one. Hard to imagine, but the
next milestone in the outdoor public crib history is the Moving
Crib of St Martin of the Apostolate in Parnell Square — created in
1956 and continuing, but perhaps eclipsed by the live animal crib
which began in the Mansion House in 1995 and subsequently
moved to St Stephen’s Green a few years ago.

Many of the recent great Irish writers and poets — Joyce, Yeats,
Kavanagh, Keneally, O'Brien, Mac an tSaoi — possibly did not
have miniature cribs of the scale still visible in some homes,
but one can be sure that their childlike wonder of the feast of
Christmas was imbued first with the sights, smells and ritual
around the figures and animals of their own first youthful
memories from large parish cribs.

Advent, nativity and Epiphany are woven into their distinguished
Christmastide writings and verse as seamlessly as hemp
and tweed in an outer garment. Oddly, their canon is scarce
on flickering snowmen and reindeer set in the lawn from
department stores.

I think that it was Birchgrove's Jim Reynolds and the gifted
carpenter of Harbour Road, Frank Kenny, who led the build on
the first public crib on St Michael's Square in the early 80s. Clir
Patsy Geraghty was involved.

Fittingly for diaspora and local, the dramatis personae are the
very ones that captured the imagination of so many young boys
and girls in the convent hallway.

Irrespective of outlook on religion, Church, Christianity — a
pause at a public crib, to reflect, just take in the moment, or
perhaps to shake off the dark shadow of Dickens' Ghost of
Christmas Past — is to reconnect with the mystery of the Magi
and all that is wrapped within it.

J S

My father played the melodeon
Outside at our gate;

There were stars in the morning east
And they danced to his music.
Across the wild bogs his melodeon called
To Lennons and Callans.

As I pulled on my trousers in a hurry
I knew some strange thing had happened.
Outside in the cow-house my mother
Made the music of milking;

The light of her stable-lamp was a star
And the frost of Bethlehem made it twinkle.
Exert from Patrick Kavanagh’s A Christmas Childhood

N\ e
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The Stained Glass of The Library Church Gallery

By Padraic Kilduff

Anyone who visits a building
with stained glass cannot
be unmoved by the magical
interplay of light on coloured
glass as it enriches the space.
To look at the work involved to
create the scene or image with
various coloured pieces of glass
all carefully cut and assembled,
or the kiln-fired painted designs
and images on the glass, evokes
a transcendental impression.

A visit to the Ballinasloe Library
gallery is liable to create such an
impression where all its windows are various ‘4
types of stained glass. This gallery was formerly ¥z
the chapel of the Sisters of Mercy convent which
was begun in 1864, and its stained glass of saintly 3
images and religious iconography flood the area
with coloured light.

While observing these, one might ask who
designed them? They were created by the firm |
of William Wailes (1808 - 1881) of Newcastle
upon Tyne, the most prolific stained-glass

manufacturer of his day. :

He started life as a grocer and went to Germany to study stained
glass, most probably with the famous firm, Mayer of Munich,
returning to set up his own business.

He was one of the stained-glass artists to exhibit at the Crystal
Palace Exhibition of 1851 in London. His son William Thomas and
son-in-law Thomas Strang joined the business which eventually
became Wailes and Strang and lasted until 1914.

Wailes's stained glass is identified by the type of glass and colour
combinations. His glass is often paler but also more brightly

coloured than some of the other
English workshops. This and the
appearance of the figures reflects
his training in Germany.

Certain  colour  combinations
dominate his work. The clothing
of his figures are often mauve
lined with red. You have yellow
lined with bright red, yellow lined
with bright blue and red lined with
green. He also used a lot of pink
glass in his windows. He would also
fill his windows with ornate foliate
patterns and his figures had a
classical, staid appearance.

Wailes's largest and most celebrated single
commission is the Gloucester Cathedral west
window (1859) — a frequently-discussed
“showpiece” in literature on Victorian stained
BF glass. His firm at the height of the late Victorian
age had some 76 craftsmen employed.

% William was seen as a Gothic Revival artist and
. hiswork complements the former chapel which
was built in Gothic style from a design by James
Kempster C.E. who lived in Mount Pleasant.

From the formal chronological list of the 26 Irish commissions
attributed to William Wailes in the Dictionary of Irish Architects
(1720-1940) the only other Galway church commission the firm
undertook was in 1880 when it produced and installed “Mary
Magdalene Washing the Feet of Christ”.

Freeman'’sJournal, 08 October 1866. Ronald Torbet, The Wonderful
Windows of William Wailes (2003). Various online articles feature
William Wailes.
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Michael J. Dolan: Aughrim’s Actor

' REMEMBERED

By Damian Mac Con Uladh

As families gather over the ,
Christmas period around
the television, they might
encounter Scrooge (1951), a
timeless seasonal classic that
many critics and film historians
rank among the top Christmas
films of all time.

Unbeknown to most would be
that Belfast-born Brian Desmond
Hurst's adaptation of Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol also
features among the cast a Dublin-
born actor whose parents were
both from the Ballinasloe district.

Michael Joseph Dolan, best
remembered for his role as
the Spirit of Christmas Past in
Scrooge, was a distinguished
stage actor for much of his career

|

3 0 £ J
Alastair Sim as Ebenezer Scrooge and Michael Dolan as
the Spirit of Christmas Past in Scrooge, 1951

married on 29 August 1880 in
Aughrim, where they lived. A
labourer, Patrick was the son of
Michael Dolan, deceased, and
Catherine was the daughter of
George Phair, a gardener, also
deceased, who had once lived
on Brackernagh, in Ballinasloe.

The marriage was somewhat
unusual for the time, as Patrick
: was Catholic and Catherine
8 was Church of Ireland.
Moreover, Catherine  was
about ten years older than
Patrick. Those circumstances
may have led the newly-weds
to Dublin, where their first
child, John, was born in 1881
and their second child, Mary,
in 1884. Interestingly, Mary, in
the 1901/1911 censuses, gave

with the Abbey Theatre. In 1923
he took over the management of the national theatre, replacing
Lennox Robinson.

In later life, Dolan also appeared in five films, making his debut
playing the role of “Twiss” in Another Shore (1948). Other film
credits include Saints and Sinners (1949), Talk of a Million (1951),
and Captain Horatio Hornblower (1951), which also starred
Gregory Peck. Scrooge was probably Dolan’s last film, although
he continued to appear on the stage up to early 1954, some
months before his death.

But what of the Ballinasloe link? Michael J. Dolan was born on 8
April 1886 at 65 Meath Street, Dublin, the third and last son of
Patrick Dolan and Catherine Fair (the surname was also spelled
Phair or Phayre in the records). Patrick and Catherine were

) ATHLONE
CHIMNLEY REPAIRS

Ballinasloe as her place of
birth. Patrick later became a foreman in the Guinness brewery,
where he worked in the forwarding department.

Michael, then a stage actor and manager, of 15 Leinster Avenue,
Dublin, married Catherine Fogarty, a newspaper reporter and
daughter of William G. Fogarty, secretary of Galway County
Council, in Raheny, Dublin, on 25 January 1922. They would have
four children: Doreen, Jeffrey, Sheila and Patricia.

Dolan died aged 68 on 21 October 1954 in Dublin and is buried
in Mount Jerome Cemetery in Dublin's Harold's Cross. Despite
his relative fame during his lifetime, his final resting place lies
unmarked. However, a group of YouTubers who produce videos
on the graves of actors are trying to raise funds to erect a
headstone on his plot.
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Ballinasloe History Walk

1 - Start at the statue known as The Man with the Horse, where
Main Street joins St. Michael’s Square. From the crossing near the
statue, continue by turning right onto Main Street. The prosperity
of Ballinasloe in Georgian times can be seen in the scale and
classical style of the buildings here. A fine group of four frontages
stand across from the statue of The Man with the Horse. With shops
and pubs on the ground floor for the most part, these Main Street
premises have several floors above.
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2 - Walking along Main Street, lift your eyes above the shop
frontages for one of the town's characteristic sights. There are the
Diocletian windows that grace several facades. They are from the
years after 1805 when the 2nd Earl was in charge. A window of this
sort is formed under a semi-circular arch with two upright divisions
so that the whole opening is divided into three parts.

Roscommon
Old Grand Canal

St. Brigids
Hospital

H

3 - As you stand at the meeting point of Bridge Street and Main
Street, you will see the Victorian frontage of a commercial premises,
originally the Masonic Hall. Next to it stands a classical looking,
beautifully-crafted, early 19th century stone house, currently a
guest house. Beside these is a tall, fine stone-fronted classical
mansion, which is now the Bank of Ireland. It was originally the
town mansion of the Lord of all of Ballinasloe, the Earl of Clancarty.
Afriend of king George IV, the Earl was one of the architects of the
resistance to the emperor Napoleon. It could be said that he was
the person to whom most credit is due for the layout, growth and
architectural character of Ballinasloe as we see it today.

Ballinasloe TOWN MAP

Old Gre}nd Canal

GAA Pitchl
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4 - At the end of Main Street, head along Bridge Street, then turn
to the right to the pathway which runs to the riverscape where you
can see channels flowing through the several arches of the long
stone bridge over the river Suck, one of the town’s most precious
monuments. The Bridge has been in continuous use since the 16th
century and its extension in 1754 prepared it structurally to carry
even the heaviest juggernauts of today.
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Playground

5 - Walk through to the far end of the park; you will approach St
Michael's Church (1852-58) that stands in a commanding position
over the Square. Its architect was JJ. McCarthy, a follower of

v Augustus Pugin (famed for other Neo-Gothic churches in Ireland) -
= and the design is said to have been revised by Pugin himself. Inside
% are many fine stained glass window. Of particular quality are those
§ £ of St. Patrick and St. Rose of Lima, of 1925, by the renowned Dublin
_§- Stained glass artist, Harry Clarke and The Raising of the daughter of

Jairus by Patrick Pollen, inserted in 1958.
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6 - From St. Michael’s Church now walk up St. Michael’s Square
back towards the Man with the Horse Statue. Take a left into
Dunlo Street, an important street in the history of the town, which
contains, together with other buildings of about the same date, the

Joes

[ el
1 == late-Georgian Garda Station. The Station is towards the far end of
28 2 3 the street, on the right hand side. Also on this street, over Dolan’s
250 & Electrical Shop, you can see another fine example of Diocletian
o= 3 c = ind
«| 5% w £\ _5 s windows.
o .c >
5 o oc 53 éfg %’ 7 - Halfway up Dunlo Street, turn right up Duggan Street, which
g 3 2 2c 2 will take you to St. John's Church (Church of Ireland, 1843). It
= fg © “ dominates the vast Fair Green which becomes a hive of activity
o
o

during one week every year when up to 100,000 people throng
to the October fair. Look out over the Fair Green and admire one

=
E. K g = of the grandest freestanding classical monuments in the region.
S | 2 T Dedicated to Charles Le Poer Trench, it was designed in the Neo-
- £ e 3 Greek style by the English architect George Papworth (1781-1855).
= ‘ &2 A mile past this monument on the Main Galway road, South West of
g's & the town, the Earl of Clancarty’s former country house is situated,
3 5 where imposing gates mark the entrance to Garbally Court. It has

been a school since 1923.
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Lo
ggg = " Walk down Church Hill onto Society Street and turn left, arriving at
e g T the Courthouse on the right. Society Street, like Main Street, was
2 ® g 3 ‘ % the 19th century location for the professional classes. As well as
3 g 2 =2 &) The Courthouse, it contains the former Bridewell (or gaol) from
-2 e 2 2 the 1840s. Further along this street, Ballinasloe Railway Station
o < 29 & is a must. Constructed in 1851, it is a Neo-Gothic limestone tour-
e2 de-force and a fine example of the quality of rural Irish railway

architecture in the mid-19th century.

PleasejsupportjAll|Our;L'ocal)
Subscribersjand]Advertisers)

Gorta
Park

Corrib Oil

. ATM

Garbally
College

FY To Golf Club

To Galway -
Portumna
m & Rugby Club
Aughrim
Interpretative
Centre

HELP)GROW)Y,OUR| '
)f’, COMMUNITY/

Ard S;oil

v
Mh.ul re
Z

Ahascragh
Distillery

b




90 _ W\ S 3 SR a TS & O 1\ RN 2 .Y =\
N - oD NS S, SRS 77 SN S g, A AL
Z ¢ \ ~o>7% . e p , 2 -

Y N /,1\\ E I///{ ¢\ « .\§1 = - — ~C

Y I N\ IV AR 0 7 /‘*'»..';'I I A Q"
N W‘\‘ r?( » AN of . ‘%IV‘T{ MRS > /é/}ﬁ
\ 3 e '

\\ Q ,7/; 3 \L f 7%

SHEARWATER & @

HOTEL & SPA COMER GROUP

HOTELS v

3 - o b u{

FESTIVE DINING MENU  FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEA
Available now

WE OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF CHRISTMAS GIFT
VOUCHERS TO SUIT EVERY BUDGET AND INDUSTRY
LEADING SPA GIFT SETS FROM YONKA , IMAGE AND BEPERFECT

CHRISTMAS PARTIES LEISURE CENTRE SPA

Final Availability for Enjoy our gymnasium Check out our new
Christmas Parties and pool with a Leisure spa offers

Centre Membership

Stay up*“to-date on the latest newsgfood specials and offers. Follow us on social media!
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MEETING & EVENTS LR

SHEARWATER SPA & LEISURE

HOTEL & SPA

WEDDINGS
* Kk kK WWW.SHEARWATERHOTEL.COM

09096 30 400
SHEARWATERHOTEL.COM
MARINA POINT, BALLINASLOE CO. GALWAY



DUBARRY OF TRELAND

Est. 1937

WOMEN’S MEN’S

Discover our men’s and women’s range of casual footwear, clothing, bags and
accessories at clearance prices in our Factory Shop

FACTORY SHOP OPENING TIMES: Monday - Friday: 10am - 5:30pm, Saturday: 11am - 5pm

Factory Shop, Junction 14 off the M6 Motorway, Ballinasloe, County Galway H53 H6F3
35 College Green, Dublin D02 N271

Visit our website for retail partners in your area or to buy online

dubarry.com



